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The following ran in the Summer 2003 issue of the National Model Aviation Museum’s Cloud 9 
newsletter. 

 
Employee Profile: Jim Belknap 

Museum Volunteer 
 
When he was 10 years old, Jim Belknap received a model 
aircraft kit from his father. Since that night – except for 
interruptions during college and his time in the Army – he 
has remained involved in the hobby. Now, he is giving 
back as a museum volunteer.  
 
As of a few weeks ago, the Parker City, Indiana, resident 
has been donating his time to work on projects at the 
museum. He volunteers two days a week for a few hours, 
working on several exhibits, including a wind tunnel, a 
battery pack display, and restoring a half-scale Mastiff, a 
model of an Unmanned Aerial Vehicle used by the United 
States Marine Corps in the 1980s for reconnaissance 
purposes (see more information to the left.) The museum 
acquired the model in 2001 and is finally able to restore it 
due to Jim’s hard work.  
 
So far, Jim, who has been a member of AMA since he was 

a teenager, has enjoyed his experience with the museum.  
 
“It’s nice,” he said. “I like restoring models. That’s what I’m doing here.” 
 
Jim plans to continue working on his own models once he finishes the full-scale project he is 
currently working on. 
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