
On Sunday evening before the 
Nats, the National Free Flight Society 
(NFFS) hosted a welcome picnic for 
Nats attendees at the home of Don and 
Cindy DeLoach. Skilly DeLoach, head 
of the NFFS chalk communications 
committee, made sure no one got lost. 
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Beer, brats, and perfect 
Colorado summer 
evening weather greeted 

contestants and friends 
Sunday before the AMA 
Indoor Nats. This writer has 
the pleasure of living an entire 
half mile from the fl ying site 
and hotels, so the idea of a 
welcome barbecue was a 
natural. 

Many thanks to my patient 
and understanding wife, 
Cindy, who cohosted this 
gathering, and our daughter, 
Skilly, who chaired the 
sidewalk art committee. 
Also, I want to recognize 
local Magnifi cent Mountain 
Men club members who 
stepped up with side dishes, 
desserts and beverages: John 
McGrath, Darold Jones, Mark 
Covington, Jerry Murphy, and 
Bill Carney. Thanks to all and 
hopefully a welcome dinner 
will become a tradition at 
future Nats events.

Flying got underway 
promptly at 9 a.m. Monday 
with day one (of two) of 
the AMA Glider events: 
Unlimited Catapult, Standard 
Catapult, and Hand-Launched 
Glider. 

Kurt Kremptez was the 
busiest of any glider fl ier this 
day, reeling off dozens of test 
fl ights (and unfortunately, 
a few crashes) in quick 
succession. Kurt brought 
approximately 20 gliders 
because he knows the truth 
about low-ceiling FF gliders 
through long experience: 
You need to build roughly 
a dozen gliders to fi nd one 
that really works. The reason 
is that most of these gliders 
rely on aero-elastic wing fl aps 
for drag reduction and “bunt” 
transition in the climb, and 
lift creation in the glide. And 
because weight is of such 
primary importance in these 
little fl oaters, their fl apped 
wings have to be sanded very 
thin, out of super-light balsa 
or foam. 

But therein lies the 
challenge: sand too little and 
the fl aps won’t fl ex enough; 
sand too much and the fl aps 
fl ex too much—and even may 
fl utter—sometimes resulting 
in catastrophic failure at 
launch speed. Yep, when 

fl appers work they’re loads 
of fun and exciting to watch. 
When they don’t, well ... it’s 
fl aps, fl utter, and F-bombs. 
Welcome to the maddening 
world of low-ceiling gliders.

One of the fl appers that 
really works is Bill Gowen’s 
stupendous WIF-7 (Will It 
Float). This Standard Catapult 

fi rst debuted in Colorado 
Springs in 2012, and was an 
immediate success, garnering 
fi rst place in the Pikes Peak 
Ceiling Climb and the all-time 
single-fl ight site record for 
gliders at 49.1 seconds (that’s 
a sink rate of 0.73 feet per 
second, folks, at 6,100 MSL, 
on a tiny 12-inch glider). 

Colorado Springs’ National Museum of 
World War II Aviation was on hand with 
a promotional display. It is one of the 
sponsors of Wednesday’s STEM build-
and-fl y events for kids. 

Mike Fedor drove to the Nats from the Dallas area. A regular outdoor Free Flight Nats contestant, this was his fi rst Indoor Nats in two 
decades. 

High-schooler Wyatt Wear is a brand-new Free Flighter from nearby Monument CO. Here 
he preps his Standard Catapult Glider, with his newly-built F1M resting in the foreground. 
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Bill brought WIF-7 out of retirement specifi cally for this Nats, 
and promptly had four 43-second offi cial fl ights posted in the 
two events by 11 a.m. He currently sits comfortably in fi rst in 
both events, and there’s a solid chance he won’t even need to 
make any more of his seven remaining fl ights in each event to 
secure two Nats wins. 

Rob Romash was busy early, testing a new Standard Catapult 
Glider that looks like it might have a shot at beating WIF-7. It 
later posted offi cials of slightly more than 40 and 41 seconds and 
is currently sitting second, just a hair ahead of Kurt Krempetz.

Mike Fedor came all the way from Texas, toting a dozen or so 
gliders for the three AMA events. Most are yellowed veterans, 

but they still fl y. He posted a couple of 30-plus-second fl ights in 
HLG and is currently sitting second.

AMA Gliders ended at 1 p.m. and the rubber winders began 
turning for Easy B, A-ROG, and F1D, with a smattering of test 
fl ights for other events later in the week. 

The event that has captured my attention is Indoor Towline 
Glider. At least fi ve contestants brought aircraft for this event, 
and early test fl ights look promising for all. Design approaches 
are varied, with at least two fl iers (Jerry Murphy and Mike 
Fedor) bringing considerable outdoor towline experience to the 
table. The offi cial fl ying for this event should be a blast. 

—Don DeLoach

Your NatsNews scribe is also the NFFS Free Flight Digest editor. 
He was seen manning the NFFS promo table on Monday. Note the 
grand prize for the highest index score (percentage of site record): 
an unopened box of late 90s Tan II rubber. 

Rob Romash ponders his new, ultra-simple F1D.

Bill Carney spent much of the day Monday at his portable building board, scratch-building a P-24. He test-fl ew it Monday evening and 
it did more than three minutes! NatsNews 2015    3 



Charlie Slater (L) and son, Soron, came all the 
way from Fort Lauderdale FL to fl y in this Nats. 
They were regular attendees when the Nats was 
held in East Tennessee from 1990-2013. 

Soron Slater launches a Limited Pennyplane 
on a test fl ight. The background shows the 
classic Art Deco style of the City Auditorium.


