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RC Soaring

RC Soaring Begins
Lower-than-average temperatures and a forecast that includes 
daily thunderstorms could be the perfect weather for catching some 
great thermals in Muncie, Indiana, during the 2013 RC Soaring 
Nats.

And on the fi eld, there will likely be the perfect storm of veteran 
pilots hoping to defend their titles, and new ones trying to steal 
their thunder.

According to the League of Silent Flight, approximately 130 pilots 
have registered to participate in this year’s eight-day RC Soaring 
Nats. Returning top pilots include the Glaabs (Josh, Josh Jr., and 
Luke), Chris Lee, Jerry Robertson, and Robert Samuels.

Josh Glaab took top honors and Josh Glaab Jr. placed in the top 
10 in F3J Th ermal Soaring at the 2012 Nats.

Luke Glaab won the Two-Meter Junior contest and Jerry 
Robertson maintained strong lead to take fi rst place in the Th ermal 
Soaring Two-Meter contest at the 2012 Nats.

Chris Lee, who had a rock-solid performance in 2012, is set to 
return this year. He won last year’s Th ermal Soaring Unlimited 
contest with a phenomenal 177-point lead.

Other categories that pilots will be competing in include HL 
Th ermal Soaring, RES Sailplane, Nostalgia Th ermal, Discus Launch 
Glider (DLG), Altitude Limited Electric Soar, and Cross Country.

Unlike 2012, and other years of the RC Soaring Nats, high 
temperatures should not be a problem this year. Th e forecast for 
Saturday, June 29, through Saturday, July 6, is temperatures in the 
upper 70s and low 80s. Th ere is a chance of thunderstorms every 
day except Th ursday, July 4, and Friday, July 5. 

Here’s a brief overview of some of the diff erent RC Soaring 
categories, written by NatsNews reporter Tim Gess and his son, 
Caleb:

•  Th e NOS or Nostalgia competition is similar to other Soaring 
Duration contests, but is defi ned by the age of the airplane 

designs. Th e design must have been published prior to January 
1, 1980, to qualify and original airfoils, dimensions, shapes, and 
control surfaces must be maintained.

•  Th e RES, or Rudder/Elevator/Spoiler competition, is similar 
to other soaring duration contests, but defi ned by the three 
permitted control surfaces. Th ese aircraft , which are typically 
of polyhedral design, can be launched from a winch with a 
turnaround pulley and landing arresters can be used.

•  Th e goal of the Cross Country contest is to cover as much 
distance as possible. Th ese aircraft  are larger than other RC 
sailplanes and can been seen at higher attitudes. Th ey also are 
launched from a winch.

•  F3J teams are made up of four pilots, which all take turns fl ying. 
Each team has two winches with monofi lament line and brakes. 
All fl ight activity must occur within a 10-minute window, and 
landing tapes are used for judging.

•  DLG airplanes are limited to 60 inches and are launched by 
hand. Th e contest rounds are typically multiple fl ights in a 
time window, and the fl ights are fi nished with a hand catch or 
ground landing.

•  Th e fl ying format for the Two-Meter Th ermal Duration 
contest is similar to the NOS and RES competitions, but 
slightly diff erent. In Two-Meter, wingspans are limited to 78 
inches, rudder, elevator, aileron, and fl aps can be used, and any 
construction materials are permitted.

•  Th e airframes for aircraft  fl own in Th ermal Soaring Unlimited 
are subject to FAI specifi cations for weight, wing area, wing 
loading, and nose circumference. Th e carbon-fi ber airframes 
used for models in this category can tolerate hard, but accurate, 
landings.

—Rachelle Haughn
NatsNews editor

Today’s Soaring photos are by 
Tim Gess from Nats 2012.
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RC Scale Aerobatics Wrap-UpRC Scale Aerobatics Wrap-Up
Well, we made it. It is Friday. What does that mean for us? It is 
fi nals day at the Scale Aerobatic Nats.

Th e day dawned beautiful but as it progressed, the winds 
picked up. But really, we have come to expect that here in 
Muncie. At least it is predictable!

In the fi nals the pilots will be fl ying their fi rst Unknowns 
and then two single sequence rounds of Knowns and one more 
Unknown.

Th e IMAC sequence committee was tasked with writing 
fi ve sets of special Unknowns for the four days of the Scale 
Aerobatic Nats. Th ey are completely legal by all Scale Aero rules 
for the class, but written to be a bit more challenging than the 
normal Unknowns that are written week in and week out by 

this dedicated group of volunteers. And they did present quite a 
challenge for all of the pilots.

Aft er a long day of competition we have fi nally come to the 
close of the Scale Aerobatics portion of the Outdoor Nats and 
the pilots made it through the Unknowns, some better than 
others!

We did have another storm come through that delayed us 
a bit. High winds and a downpour put a bit of a damper on 
things, but as they usually do, the storms moved through pretty 
quickly. Aft er that we were able to fi nish out the last Unknown 
and then Freestyle, and then we could crown our 2013 Scale 
Aerobatics National Champions.

In Sportsman Class, nine-year-old Kal Riefsnyder was the 
class act of the fi eld. Kal won every sequence he flew!

In Intermediate, Avery Poole took the win! Avery and Chuck Edwards were 
battling it out all week, trading sequence for sequence!

Tyler McCormack takes the win in Freestyle with a great routine!

In Advanced, 
Corey Ford was 

our winner. 
Corey flew solid 

all week and 
did a great job. 
Jenni Orebaugh 

photo.



RC Scale Aerobatics

In Unlimited class, Kurt Koelling won the 2013 National Championship.

Kurt has also won the Bennett Cup, which signifi es the best scores as 
measured against perfection. Kal Riefsnyder was a close second for 

this award by only 1.5 points! Jenni Orebaugh photo.

K

Jenni Orebaugh photo.

Jenni Orebaugh photo.

Jenni Orebaugh photo.
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Sportsman.

Advanced.

Unlimited.

Here are the scores from the fi nal day.
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Intermediate.

I had mentioned the other day about what wonderful things John and Tina Schroder have done with kids out at the 
Clover Creek Aerodrome in Toone, Tennessee.

Well, as the results can attest, the camp has been quite successful this year with three of the four national champions 
having spent time at the camp!

Kal, Avery, and Corey are all members of “Team Clover Creek,”and more importantly, 
every young man who has spent time out at the camp are a delight to be around.

One thing I cannot stress enough is what a fantastic week 
it is at the Nats. We have turned this into one of our family 
vacations and truly enjoy the time we spend here with our 
second family. If you have never attended, whether you are on 
the Westcoast or East, it is worth the trip, of course, not only for 
the fun, friends, and fellowship, but for the possible opportunity 
to call yourself and be called, the National Champion. 

I also task all IMAC pilots to get out there and promote our 
sport. Help out the new guy (or girl) at the local fi eld. Take time 
to mentor a young man or woman. Share your passion for this 
great sport and let’s bring more folks here to Muncie for the 
2014 Nats.

Until then, keep practicing, keep fl ying, and have fun!
—Curtis Cozier, reporter/photographer



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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