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Today's Events:

RC Soaring

Focus! A pilot carefully 
guides his plane as his 
timer considers other 
parts of the sky that 
might present better 
options. Caleb Gess 
photo.



RC Soaring

RC Soaring Day 1 Recap
Welcome to AMA Glider Camp 2013. Th ose of us who arrived at 
the campsite Friday were treated to a Muncie weather welcome. 
Th e evening storm had us scampering to batten things down, but 
it calmed down during the night. Saturday dawned cloudy but 
fl yable aft er a minor fog delay. But both the Two Meter and DLG 
groups had to call things off  early in the aft ernoon because more 
thunderstorms came rolling through.  

As Ken Shaw of Michigan said, “Sometimes it rains when you’re at 
camp!” Other veterans added, “What do you expect? It’s Muncie!” 

Campers arriving Friday evening were welcomed by this storm.

DLG/F3K Soaring Day One
Th irty-six fl iers put themselves into the DLG contest today. Th is 
type of soaring is one of the more fun ones to watch and is highly 
addicting for participants. Not only do you have to fl y smoothly and 
fi nd small thermals close to the ground, but you get exercise putting 
your whole body into the launch. Your mind is also fully engaged, 
listening to cues from your timer and deciding which strategies to 
take.

DLG strategy is similar to other types of RC thermal duration in 
some ways. You strive to fi nd rising air and to land at a specifi c time. 
DLG diff ers, though, in that there are diff erent tasks, many with 
several fl ights to be completed within a single timed window. 

A new task that was done this year, in preparation for the world 
F3K championships later this month, was “Last 3” where within 
a 10-minute window you had to get three consecutive 3-minute 
fl ights. You can use up to a minute to test the air, but once you log 
your fi rst 3-minute fl ight the next two throws must count for your 
next two 3-minute fl ights.

According to one contestant from Wisconsin, we had “fun” 
air today—fl uff y in the beginning followed by strong boomers 
[thermals] with the sink in between.

Th e score sheet shows that at least today, quite a few pilots were 
able to achieve 100% of the tasks. Th e top six are at or within 
roughly 20 points of a perfect 4,000 for the day. Th at requires an 
amazing ability to read the air and to manage the airplane’s energy 
and time. By the end of the contest tomorrow it will surely boil 
down to throw-out rounds and an exciting fl y-off .

A few planes turning 
a thermal into a 

“blender.”
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2M Soaring Day One
Because the Two-Meter group completed 
only four rounds today, we didn’t have a 
chance to take pictures. Rounds started 
with 6 minute-fl ight goals and were soon 
increased to 10. Wind was not a major factor, 
although it was from the left  and sometimes 
a bit behind. Most of the planes were either 
old-school Ducks or the newer Sprites. 
Twenty pilots participated. 

Despite the shortened day we saw enough 
fl ying to know that Jerry Robertson is 
determined to defend his Two-Meter title 
from last year. He is extremely consistent 
in his fl ying, regularly getting outstanding 
launches, making right decisions about 
where to fi nd good air, and always scoring 
high with his landings. He’s also very familiar 
with this plane, the same one he used to win 
the contest last year. But there are several 
others ready to take the top spot if he falters 
at all. Only about 130 points separate the top 
three fl yers; Mike Fox and Peter Schlitzkus 
are nipping at Jerry’s tail feathers.

—Tim Gess reporter
Caleb Gess photographer

One of the leaders, Bruce Davidson, takes a break between rounds. As a veteran 
DLGer he knows that a two-day contest is a long haul and you have to rest up 

between rounds. Bruce is a leader on the national DLG scene, hosting “The Bruce” 
contest at his home each year. It could be the largest DLG contest in the world. He 

had to limit entries to 72 pilots this year.

 Junior pilot 
Rymi Gonsoulink 

watches his buddy, 
Charles Thomas, 

play a diff erent 
type of game. 

 At the other end of the age spectrum, Robert Samuels is going strong 
at 73. He says the sport is “not kind to crippled old men.” Note that 
the knee brace is a result of motorcycle racing, not DLG flying. Robert 
is not the only contestant here who is more than 70 years old.
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Ivan MacKenzie (right) makes a repair to his 
Validol following a midair. He and his brother 

Patrick (above) will represent Canada in the 
world F3K championship later this month.

Above: Tom Siler, producer of the leading-edge 
Fr3aK plane, lets go of one of his creations.

Right: During the rain wait he works on a tail hinge 
line while discussing the merits of various servos.
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The airplanes also rest in the shade between rounds. Some have an assigned seat.

Rymi Gonsoulink flew his tiny Elf DLG well against the 

big boys. He’s already developing a great spin. It’s 

great to see kids getting involved in this healthy sport.



Wayne Wimbish’s Fireworks 3 is hollow molded, but used 
balsa wood as part of the composite skin structure.
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Ryan Gonsoulink, let’s fly.



RC Soaring

DLG/F3K 
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2 Meter.

Mass launches are part of what 
makes DLG exciting, both for 
participants and spectators.



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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Rymi Gonsoulink.


