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Today's Events:
RC Soaring

Caleb Gess checks the tail of 
his Majestic. Caleb rebuilt the 
tail surfaces this year to give 
the plane better handling. 
Aft er the fi rst day he is six 
places ahead of his father.



RC Soaring

RC Soaring Day 3 Recap
NOS and RES Day One

Today we launched the NOS (Nostalgia) and RES (Rudder-
Elevator-Spoiler) soaring competitions. Th e rain interruption 
(yes, another one) came around mid-morning, but thankfully CD 
Jim McCarthy was able to send the pilots out to the winches aft er 
only a brief pause in the action. We completed six rounds each of 
Nostalgia and RES.

Because two contests were going on at the same location, a 
complete round of Nostalgia was fl own, and then a complete 
round of RES. Th ere were four groups in NOS and six groups of 
RES pilots.

Th e wind was approximately 12 mph from the northeast and 
strong enough to use ballast from the onset. And because it was 
roughly 45° off  center, the launches were a challenge, especially 
for the “bent wing” older designs. 

Th e winch trolls informed me that at least 10 planes suff ered 

signifi cant damage today. Some of the older aircraft  couldn’t 
handle the line tension in the wind, and even some of the newer 
AVA types shed parts while on the line.

Th e landing zone was equally challenging. Even if you could 
fi ght the wind and make it back to the fi eld (look at all the zero 
rounds on the score sheet) the turbulent air fl owing over the line 
of tents made landing points somewhat rare.

At this point, Ken Bates is holding the top spot for NOS, fl ying 
the plane he calls the “heaviest Bird of Time in the world.” Paul 
Wiese, Stuart Swanson, Tom Broeski, and Mark Groves hold 
the next four places. In the RES contest, Terry Edmonds leads, 
followed by Doug Pike, Gil Gauger, Don Cleveland, and Jack 
Wallner. Tomorrow’s weather looks better, at least in terms of 
wind.

—Tim Gess reporter/photographer
Caleb Gess photographer

Retrieving a Sailaire from an off -fi eld landing. 
Notice the others that also didn’t make it back.

A Sailaire casting its big shadow.



RC Soaring

NatsNews author Tim Gess, son Caleb (13), 
and Wayne Norrie of Minnesota are fi rst-time 
Nats fliers. They received a lot of help from 
the experts and kept their planes intact. 

Jack Wallner’s Paragon suff ered damage 
on launch but he was able to make a 

controlled landing.

Jerry Griffi  th wipes the 
rain off  his beautiful 

Aquila XL.



RC Soaring

A Challenger and an 
RES bird wait for the 
rain to stop. Weights 
are holding them 
down so the wind 
doesn’t flip them over.

A beautiful Bird of Time.

The top performing models in RES share similar design features.



RC Soaring

Skye Malcom’s surprise landing was all the 
way out on the hill to the south. The plane 

is so big that it looked much closer and 
seemed to stop midflight. It took a second 

to realize it was on the faraway hill. He’s 
glad to have it back in one piece.

The Challengers may not win beauty 
contests, but they excel on windy days.
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Wayne posted a 9.5-minute fi rst flight with his 
scratch-built Raven!

Front row seating on 
the 50-yard line?



RC Soaring

Rudder-Elevator-Spoiler aft er six windy rounds.
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Nostalgia.

Ethan Gess, the day’s head winch troll, 
came to Muncie hoping to catch something 
bigger than 12 inches from the AMA catch 
and release pond. Mission accomplished!



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!

Wednesday

RC Soaring
Thursday

RC Soaring
Friday

RC Soaring
Saturday

RC Soaring
Sunday

No Events
Monday

Free Flight

This week's events:



Wayne Norrie with his Raven.


