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Monday morning at the AMA 
Scale Aerobatics National 
Championship brought nice 

clear skies and mild winds. Of course 
in Muncie, Indiana, that is always 
subject to change. By the end of the 
day, the crosswind blowing out made 
for some challenging sequences and 
wind corrections. With that said, who 
knows what today’s weather will 
bring? The forecast of a 100% chance 
of rain sounds like a pretty sure thing 
to me!

The battles have already started 
to heat up in many of the classes. In 
Sportsman, Joshua McCreary has 
had a very solid performance so far, 
winning all but one sequence. That’s 
not to say that the contest is over, 
because Joseph Tibodeau, Matt Britt, 

Greg Alderman, and the rest of the 
Sportsman class are not far behind.

The Intermediate class is shaping 
up to be one of the best battles in 
the contest. Ben Jenkins, Evan Turner, 
and Mitch Johnson are distancing 
themselves from the fi eld. Both Ben 
and Mitch have won sequences and 
Evan is a model of consistency.

Probably the closest battle brewing 
is in Advanced class. Kal Reifsnyder is 
in the lead, but he and Santiago Perez 
continue to trade 1,000s. Conner 
Barnes is in the mix and poised to 
strike, so don’t count him out. 

Kal suffered a midair during one 
of his sequences and did a stellar 
job piloting a rudderless aircraft 
down to safety. Team Clover Creek 
jumped into action putting together 

Kal’s Freestyle airplane to fl y as a 
backup. Kal then proceeded to win 
the Unknown with his backup model! 
Great job, Kal.

In the Unlimited class, Kurt Koelling 
has been holding an International 
Miniature Aerobatic Club (IMAC) 
seminar and taking his competitors to 
school. Kurt has won every sequence 
and has the luxury of throwing away 
1,000s. Nice work, Kurt. 

The battle for second, however, is 
more hotly contested. Ty Lyman is 
holding off Tyler McCormack, Corey 
Ford, Arthur Morton, and Wayne 
Matthews, so keep an eye on that 
battle.

Good luck to all today and stay as 
dry as you can!

—Tom Reifsnyder
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