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RC SCALE AEROBATICS

Another year of the IMAC Nats 
is in the books and this year did 
not disappoint! Some classes 

remained status  quo and some classes had 
some big movers.

As stated previously, Friday’s fl ying 
consisted of two rounds of Knowns and 
two rounds of Unknowns. These rounds 
were worth 50% of the pilot’s score. 
These scores were added to the carryover 
score from the previous three days.

In Sportsman class, Kobe Canton 
continued his domination of the class 
to win his fi rst National Championship. 
Kobe was gracious in his acceptance of 
the trophy, noting that Sam Pankratz was 
equally deserving of this award. Congrats 
to William Wilson on his third-place 
fi nish.

In Intermediate, Joseph Tibodeau 
was able to hold off a hard-charging 
Carlos Bonachea to win his fi rst National 
Championship. David Herron rounded 
out the top three.

In Advanced class, Evan Turner and Ben 
Jenkins traded rounds and fought hard 
with Ben coming out on top and Evan 
fi nishing second. Mitch Johnson, fl ying 

a borrowed airplane because he lost his 
primary aircraft, was able to make the 
podium in third.

Last, but certainly not least, the 
Unlimited class did not disappoint. 
Kurt Koelling and David Moser scraped 
it out all week and the fi nals were no 
different. In the end, David Moser was 
able to take his fi rst IMAC Unlimited 
National Championship by a margin of 
approximately 30 points. That is close. 
Needless to say, these two pilots were the 
class of the fi eld. Will Berninger rounded 
out the top three. 

The big mover of the day was Kal 
Reifsnyder. Kal fi nished third for the day, 
which propelled him from sixth to fourth 
overall in Unlimited.

As always, Freestyle did not disappoint. 
Nine competitors fl ew their wings off 
to entertain the crowd. It was clear that 
these pilots were ready to unwind after 
the long grind of this IMAC contest. 
Judges were chosen from all competing 
regions and these guys got a front-row 
seat. We even had an impromptu dance 
crew from the Clover Creek group put 
on a show during Sam Pankrantz’s fl ight.

Tyler McCormack won his second 
consecutive Freestyle Championship, 
with David Moser fi nishing second and 
Kal Reifsnyder fi nishing third.

Congrats to the Southeast region for 
winning the regional points award. The 
three pilots that made up the team were 
Ben Jenkins, David Moser, and Kobe 
Canton.

Finally, it was time for the Bennett 
Cup Award. This award is for the 
pilot whose raw scores are closest to 
perfection; no throw-out and no drops. 
For the past six years, Kurt Koelling 
has been the recipient of this award, 
which is a run unmatched by any other 
Bennett Cup recipient. When Kurt came 
to the podium to present the Bennett 
Cup, everyone realized there would 
be a new name engraved on the cup. 
Congratulations to David Moser for 
being the 2016 Bennett Cup recipient. 
It is clear that David and Kurt have great 
respect for each other and that this battle 
is not over.

Safe travels to everyone heading home 
and I look forward to seeing everyone 
again in 2017! 
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