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Today's Events:
Free Flight

John Shailor, the 
2013 winner of 
Mulvihill.
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Free Flight

Day 2 of Free Flight began with a forecast similar to Day 1. Th e 
southwest winds were 5-15 mph, swinging around to west-southwest 
by noon, possibly going to west by mid-aft ernoon. Th ere was 
approximately a 50% chance of rain throughout the day.

Th e westerly component of the predicted winds prompted the CD, 
Joe Mekina, to make a move, switching launch sites and allowing 
a more conservative use of the fi eld. Th is move turned out to be 
a good one and it assured the models would not end up in the 
cemetery. 

Th e prediction of rain did not come true. Although the wind blew 
harder in the aft ernoon, it was still a sultry day for fl ying, which is 
to be expected in July in Muncie. Many fl iers started in the early 
morning, and many others were testing for future events. 

Seven AMA and six NFFS events were fl own.
Tuesday was Rise-off -Water (ROW) day with a temporary pond 

constructed at Stage Center on the main runways. Th e ROW crew, 
led by Abram Van Dover, played host to those fl iers with fl oats. Dan 
Berry topped the winners’ list with a near max-out score of 348 
seconds. Dan’s score was good enough for a new national record in 
A ROW Gas. Dan also set a national record in C ROW Gas with his 
fast-moving model.

Mulvihill, the “big boy” rubber event, was fl own with young John 
Shailor taking an early lead. John put up his fl ights—making his 
minute fl ight—and sat on his time. Late comers David Mills, David 
Sechrist, and Carrol Allen made some last-minute charges that 
caused John Shailor to put up another fl ight to ensure his lead. John 
won the event and the coveted bragging rights to go with it. Brother 
and sister, Hannah and Robert Marier, topped the Junior and Senior 
age categories respectively with solid scores of 349 and 540 seconds.

Dick Hall put on a show-winning B Gas with an excellent score 
of 858 seconds while also beating all others in B Nostalgia Gas with 
a score of 588 seconds. High time of the day went to Bob Hanford 
whose score of 1,200 in CD Classic Gas was but one step ahead of 
Bob Mates with a score of 1,183 seconds. Th e One Design event was 
won by Dave Edmonson, fl ying a 1/2A Ramrod 250.

In F1Q, Julie Parker continued her winning ways, followed by 

Mark Freeland and Paul Masterman. F1C drew three fl iers, with Gil 
Morris and Faust Parker ending up tied for fi rst place with a perfect 
max-out score.

Because of high winds in the evening and a forecast for 
thunderstorms on Wednesday morning, the fl yoff  will be revisited 

on Th ursday morning, hopefully with favorable fl ying conditions. 
F1H was won by Robert Sifl eet, with Lee Hines and Mike Fedor 
taking the second and third spots.

Old-Time Catapult Glider was won by Rocco Ferrario beating 
Bill Schlarb and Stan Buddenbohm. Diane Gespacher again kept the 
glider fl iers under control in the Glider Pen and it seemed like all 
had a good time.

Day 2 concluded with the awards ceremony again going well with 
all being given out for the 13 events by 5:45 p.m. by the competent 
scoring crew. Th ank you to everyone who made this day such a 
success. 

Th ere seems to be a common theme with families that fl y model 
airplanes. Many people start fl ying when they are young kids or 
teenagers, take a long break, and then get back into it several years 
later. I too am part of this theme, and I can attest that it seems to be 
just ‘part of life.’  

Aft er more than 15 years away from fl ying, I have returned with 
my two children, Aiden and Caroline. As an educator, I know that 
exposing children to new learning experiences is one of the most 
valuable learning tools a parent can take advantage of. Because 
the fl ying fi eld can be a very hot and exhausting event, it is also a 
wonderful opportunity to teach the importance of staying hydrated 
and protected from the sun.  

We all know that fl ying with children is a lot of work and takes 
a lot of patience, but the knowledge learned on the fl ying fi eld will 
multiply tenfold in the classroom! Th ank you to all of those who 
have put in the extra eff ort to bring the young ones out to fl y. It’s 
great to see the excitement in their eyes.

—Elizabeth Johnson
reporter/photographer

A gathering of F1H fliers: Mike Fedor, Colby Fedor, Cade Fedor (kneeling), Chris 
Matsuno (event director), and Linda and Chuck Powell.

Lee Campbell of Campbell’s Custom Kits gives the peace sign while his daughter, 
Alison, stands next to him.



Free Flight

Robert and Hannah 
Marier with their fi ne 

rubber models.

Bernard Guest, from Calgary, Canada, 
tests for Wednesday’s Wakefi eld F1B 

event. He has flown mostly rubber all 
of his life but just started flying this 

event a couple of years ago.

John Seymour, from Radnor OH, flew B Nostalgia Gas early in the day and is 
now testing for Wednesday’s Early 1/2A Nostalgia Gas and A Nostalgia Gas. This 
airplane is a ‘Ho Boy’ and was built by Floyd Miller. John flew as a teenager, had 

a 21-year layoff , and began flying again in 2001 when his oldest son got him 
back into it. His two sons, Ryan and Zach, are also here at the Nats. Ryan won 

fi rst p1ace in 1/2A Senior on Monday, and Zach likes to collect engines.

Roy Smith with a Cox-powered purple gas model.

Dick Hall with his 
winning CD Classic 

Gas model.



Free Flight

The line for 
hot dogs—well 
worth the wait.

Below: Debra Carey and David Hale, 
from Wilmington OH, are flying in 
OT Catapult today. They usually 
bring many of their grandchildren 
with them, but this year the kids are 
showing their animals at the Clinton 
County Fair. David fi rst flew in the Nats 
in Wilmington in the mid-1970s and 
this is Debra’s second Nats.

William Wicks and Aiden 
Johnson, both age fi ve, test for 
Wednesday’s Junior Catapult 
event. This is their fi rst year 
competing in the Nats.

A memorial service was held 
for Bob Hatcheck with Alan 

Abriss reading of Bob’s Free 
Flight poem, followed by a 

moment of silence.



Free Flight

John Seymour with his B 
Nostalgia Gas entry.

Hank Sperzel with his Geef 
513 B Nostalgia Gas entry.

Gerald Brown 
with his potent 
B Gas aircraft . 

He placed 
third.

David Jones and his 
daughter, Jennifer, 

from Pittsburgh. 
David’s timer stands 

by to time.



Free Flight

Dan Berry lets loose 
of his A Gas ROW 
national record-
setting model for 
another nice flight.

Jim Kelly 
releases his 
ROW entry.

Jim Bocckinfuso 
with his nice, fast 

B Gas model. He 
placed fourth.

Tom Bell, from 
Houston, with 
his hot gas 
model.



Free Flight

Mark Freeland is 
about to launch 
his F1Q. He placed 
second.

Kyle Gerspacher with his One Night 28, 
which he flew in Mulvihill.

Hank Sperzel 
with his Geef 
513 B Nostalgia 
Gas entry.

Gene Smith 
with his CD 
Classic Gas 
entry.

Guy Scott with 
his Nova Rossi 
21-powered B 

Gas model.



Free Flight

John Clapp 
was seen 
testing an 
F1G.

Dick Covalt, 
Anderson IN, with 

one of hot, orange 
gas models.

Gary Oakins 
unleashes his B 

Gas model.

Bill Vanderbeek 
sends his Nelson .65 
Satellite 100 skyward 
in a hurry.

Paul Masterman with his 
third-place F1Q model.
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Gill Morris 
gets ready 
to fi re up his 
F1C.

Jackie Sheff er and his Jetex 
model wait for a thermal.

Faust Parker relaxes between 
rounds with his F1C.



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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This week's events:



Dean McGinnes 
send his B Gas 
model skyward.


