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Today's Events:
Free Flight

Hayden Ashworth with his E-36 model.



Free Flight Day 3 RecapFree Flight Day 3 Recap

Free Flight

Day 3 of Free Flight’s forecast was for 
10 mph winds from the southwest in 
the morning, swinging around to west 
by noon, and then northwest by late 
aft ernoon. Th e temperature was expected 
to reach approximately 90° with a chance of 
thunderstorms most of the day.

Th e fl ightline stayed in the same location 
as the day before because of the forecasted 
wind directions and thunderstorms.

AMA, NFFS, and FAC events were fl own 
on Wednesday. 

Th e pilots’ meeting was at 7:45 a.m., 
with a focus on having fun, but most 
importantly, safety.

Approximately 1:30 p.m., a windy 
thunderstorm rolled across the fi eld. 
During the storm, someone measured a 
wind speed of 26 mph, but judging by the 
tent damage, the speeds must have been 
much higher.  

Many people packed up and left  for 
the day, and others stayed or visited the 
museum—hoping the storm would pass. 
Indeed it did at roughly 4 p.m. and a few 
people put up fl ights in the Gas and Rubber 

classes.
In Catapult Glider, Paul Wicks recorded 

the only pre-storm max. Aft er the storm, 
Catapult Glider had quite the showing 
and several other maxes were fl own. Event 
Director Jim Buxton said that more than 
90% of the fl ights were recorded in the 
closing hour aft er the storm. Paul Wicks 
assisted Jim with the scoring frenzy at the 
end of the day. 

Stan Buddenbohm topped 27 other 
fl iers to win Open, and Brittany Avera won 
Senior. Th e top three Juniors (starting with 
fi rst place) were Connor Vucovich, Kyle 
Gerspacher, and Ian Wicks.

F1B was on hold aft er the fi ft h round 
because of the weather, but picked back 
up for round 6 at 5 p.m. Four fl iers are 
maxed out, and the fl yoff  will be Th ursday 
morning if the conditions are favorable.

Bill Vanderbeek won Early 1/2A 
Nostalgia Gas with the only max out. Ten 
other fl iers competed in this popular event.  

Dan Berry won AB Classic Gas and C 
Gas with scores of 722 seconds and 749 
seconds, respectively. Bill Jennings Jr. won 

the increasingly popular E-36 electric event.
Gene Smith had the high time of the day 

in A Nostalgia Gas with a score of 1,163 
seconds.

Because there were so many people fl ying 
Catapult Glider at the end of the day, the 
awards were presented to the winners. Th e 
awards ceremony for the other events was 
postponed because many fl iers left  aft er 
the storm. Th ere will be a double awards 
ceremony on Th ursday.

Your NatsNews reporter weathered the 
storm in a popup camper and hoped that it 
would not be damaged or blown away. In 
the high winds my dad, Joe Mekina, and his 
friend, Andre Mellin, were called in as extra 
anchors so the camper didn’t get blown 
over. Th eir eff orts were successful. We only 
had to pick up a few items that had blown 
out into the fi eld. Some of the tents were 
reportedly not as lucky.

Th ank you to all who volunteered and 
made today such a success despite the 
weather conditions. 

—Elizabeth Johnson
reporter/photographer

Bob Hanford with his event-winning F1P model.

Bernard Guest came well prepared for the F1B event.



Free Flight

John Yost with a 
pair of Catapult 
Gliders.

Dick Hall, of Athens AL, takes time out to pose with his A Gas model.

Brian Pacelli in 
the fi nal stages of 
winding his F1B 
aircraft .



Free Flight

Jim Buxton, Catapult Glider event director, 
congratulates Stan Buddenbohm. Most of the 
other top fi nishers flank them to the right.

A picture-perfect launch!
Bill Shailor gets another 
great launch in F1B.

Jean Pailet and his furry copilot Kishka.



Free Flight

Pat Murray, from 
Indianapolis, gets ready 

for the FAC event, Old-
Time Stick.

John Clapp with his F1B.

A group of talented Catapult Glider fliers 
debates some of the fi ner points of the event 
between flights.

Robert Marier readies his rubber model while 
his sister, Hannah, waits ready on the golf cart.

Stan Buddenbohm was the 
winner of Catapult Glider.

Rocco presents Dave Gerspacher with a “replacement” 
model to make good for the model that he ran over.



Free Flight

David Jones, of 
Pittsburgh, with his 
colorful gas aircraft .Dave and Kyle Gerspacher. Kyle took second in the 

Junior division. Also, Kyle’s score bested that of his 

father’s in the Open division. David had a rough day. 

His primary model collided with a chase vehicle.

Joe Mollendorf returns from a flight.
Frannie Masterman, our NFFS treasurer, takes time out to fly Catapult Glider.

Denny Dock, ever 
present, seems 
to always have 
an airplane in his 
hands!

Bud Romak.



Free Flight

Joe Mekina, Andre Mellin, Elizabeth, Aiden, and Caroline Johnson set up an 
assembly line to turn out a couple of Catapult Gliders for Aiden and Caroline’s 

fi rst offi  cial event. This year was the third year with no Builder of the Model 
(BOM) rule for this event. Most competitors still build their own models, but it 

off ers a great opportunity for new fliers to get involved in this event.

Aiden Johnson, age fi ve, from Cincinnati, flies in his fi rst offi  cial 
event: Catapult Glider. Andre Mellin is coaching Aiden to help him 

perfect his technique.

Jim Buxton recording Caroline Johnson’s 
flight times. Her mother, Elizabeth, is the 
Free Flight NatsNews reporter.

Aram Schlosberg 
shows the details 
of his F1B’s flight-

control timer and 
propeller. Aram 

said, “This is [a] 
beauty.”



Free Flight

Joe Mollendorf explains to Aiden 
Johnson how a dethermalizer works.

“The Pen” sign. The Pen has been a popular way of 

corralling glider fliers and giving them the experience 

of a center stage as they are flying.

Jim Buxton, event director, near the Catapult Glider scoring tent. This tent was 
damaged by the aft ernoon thunderstorm’s high winds. The excellent AMA 
maintenance crew is going to piece together enough tents for our needs for the 
rest of the week.

The team logo for the winning Catapult Glider team.

The top three 
teams in Team 

Catapult.



Free Flight Scores
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Free Flight Scores

Caroline Johnson, age three, flew Catapult 
Glider for the fi rst time. She was very happy 
to get her sucker at the scoring table aft er 
completing all six flights.



Free Flight Scores

Kids enjoying the endless stream of bubbles from a contestant’s bubble 
machine used to detect thermals. It’s a simple technique. If the bubbles go 
up, there is a thermal and it is time to fly. If they are going down, there is a 
downdraft  and it is time to wait. Hopefully, those bubbles start going up!



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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This week's events:



Tim Batiuk and 
Rocco wait by the 
Catapult Glider Pen 
for the ‘good’ air just 
before the storm.


