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“Welcome to the 
Nats!” That’s 
the phrase the 

starter for the AMA 424 
Pylon Racing event, Pete 
Bergstrom, used to greet 
everyone when they came 
to the line for the fi rst round 
of racing. Pete has been 
the Pylon Race starter for 
several years now, and does 
a great job keeping folks in 
line, while still having a good 
time. 

All of the 424 planes are 
all pretty evenly matched, 
making for many close races. 
The planes are all using an 
engine from the approved 
list, which currently consists 
of the Thunder Tiger Pro 
40 engine. All of the aircraft 
must use an APC 9 x 6 
sport propeller, which also 
serves to keep performances 
comparable. It comes down 
to the pilot’s skill, and yes, 
there’s often a little luck 
involved—both good and 
bad.   

Pilots also all use fuel 
from a common supply, 
provided by Ritch’s Brew. 
The airplanes are fueled at a 
common fueling station, this 
year ably staffed by a young 
helper, Kameron Mason.

After the race heats 
are over, the young ladies 
who managed the scoring 
computer, Mackenzie Cook 
and Shayna Cline, enter the 
results in the computer, print 
out the overall results at the 
end of each complete round, 
and observe the winners of 
each heat, weighing their 
planes to ensure that they 
meet the minimum weight 
requirements of 3 pounds, 
12 ounces. 

Deric Walden drove the 
utility vehicle towing the 
trailer that hauled the pilot 
and caller teams to and 
from the racecourse from 
the pit area all day, speeding 
things up considerably 
when compared to having 
competitors walk in and out.  

Many new friendships are 
made at the Nats, as people 
with a common interest 
come from around the 
country to participate. Old 
friendships are continued, 
too. Some of these pilots 
have been racing together 
here and there, many for 
well more than 20 years. 

Darwin Larson came ready 
to do his best to defend his 
title from last year, and a 
host of others came ready to 
do their best to wrest it from 
him! In heat 16, during the 
third round, Ken VanTuyl 
was ahead of Darwin, but 
squeaked just inside of 
Pylon 3 for a cut trying to 
stay ahead, and that allowed 
Darwin to stave off another 
close challenger—at least for 
that round.  

I don’t know if the 
number 13 is unlucky, or if 
it was just this year, but that 
round saw the fi rst midair 
collision during the fourth 
or fi fth lap. I believe it was 

Berner and West who got 
together, leaving Pete Waters 
and Mike Scarborough to 
complete the race on their 
own.  

Doug Scherrer, a 424 
racer from Olathe, Kansas, 
came to his second Nats, and 
with the able guidance and 
coaching of longtime racer 
Duane Hulen, managed at 
least one heat win along the 
way today, sending him back 
to the pits with a smile on 
his face.  

Mike Condon, the contest 
director, is keeping things 
moving. The goal for today is 
to complete six full rounds 
of racing in the 424 class.

When the dust had 
settled, there was a three-
way tie for fi rst between Jim 
Nikodem, Mick Warning, 
and Darwin Larson. The 
fl yoff was a great race, 
and Darwin was a repeat 
national champion, followed 
by Jim, then Mick.

—Gordon McWilliams
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Pylon NATS 424
Ordered By Points

After 6 Rounds

424 Name Low Time Points

1 DARWIN LARSON 1:22.73 F3 24

2 JIM NIKODEM 1:21.76 F2 24

3 _ MICK_WARNING ** 1:21.42 F1 24

4 RICK VOGELSANG 1:23.55 20

5 JIM PADELT 1:23.20 19

6 _ MARK_WARNING 1:27.85 17

7 JOE DELATEUR 1:27.04 16

8 DOUG SCHERRER 1:27.05 16

9 KEN VAN TUYL 1:25.07 15

10 GEORGE REYNOLDS 1:30.48 15

11 JOE RUH 1:25.23 14

12 DAVID YOST 1:28.65 14

13 STEVEN FABIANKE 1:37.26 13

14 PT WATERS 1:41.77 13

15 GREG DOE 1:34.20 12

16 MARK SCARBOROUGH 1:35.60 11

17 RICHARD BERNER 1:33.66 10

18 MIKE TALLEY 1:40.06 10

19 TOM MELSHEIMER 1:33.45 9

20 WILLIAM HILLER 1:36.20 6

21 KEN POINTS 1:44.56 6

22 KEN HOPSON 1:49.10 6

23 JAMES HOLBROOK 1:45.31 4

24 MITCH WEST 0:00.00 0
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