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Bob and Tina Patton’s big T-34B 
entered in Designer Scale 2012.



RC Scale Begins

RC Scale

Traveling to the Scale Nationals each 
year is a treat each and every time. We 
start thinking about the Nats months in 
advance—getting the airplane ready, and 
checking the radio system and all of the 
gear we need to make it a fun trip. We 
then send in the Nats entry form and entry 
fee. Should we purchase that new canopy 
for this trip? I guess we could use it on 
camping trips later.

Approximately two days before leaving 
home, we start really thinking about all of 
the other stuff  we’ll want to take to make 
the time at AMA more fun. I’ll load a set of 
Scale plans for the AMA Plans Service to 
enlarge from 1/4 scale to 1/3 scale, and check 
the catalogs to see if there is anything else I 
want to purchase while we are there. 

It’s nice to be able to take a close look at 
the plans fi rst hand and see what’s new, or 
more than likely, what I’ve missed before.

I will see what I’ve got for the NASA 
raffl  e on Saturday night aft er the banquet, 
and think about what my wife and I will 
wear. Th e temperatures are supposed 
to be in the low 80s, and that’s more 
comfortable than here in the South! So, 
dress appropriately. 

When you get to AMA Headquarters 
stop in and register at the headquarters 

building and then drive on out to the 
Nats’ “White House” to register on Friday 
before Static judging. Be sure to pick up 
a Model Aviation press release and fi ll it 
out there also. Th at way you’ll have a good 
chance to get your model and/or yourself 
in the NatsNews and/or Model Aviation 
magazine. Don’t forget your AMA card for 
whatever part of the Nats you participate 
in!

Have you never been in a national 
competition before? Are you scared that 
your model won’t measure up to the 
others? Are your fl ying skills not what 
you think they should be? Th ese are all 
questions that have, in the past, stopped 
many modelers from entering competition, 
especially the Nats.  

I usually start out nervous in the fi rst 
round of fl ying, with three other models 
in the air at the same time. But I do try 
to meet my limited goals of: one, not 
fi nishing dead-last in my class, and two, 
going home with the model in the same 
number of pieces that I started out with. If 
I can do that I’m happy. 

Th e idea is to go and have a good time 
and socialize with other modelers who are 
infected with the same love of Scale models 
that I am. It’s a great time!

You may say that you have a Scale model 
but you didn’t build it. Well, so what? 
Th ere is a class for you, too. It’s called Fun 
Scale and if you’ve never entered before in 
Scale competition, you can compete in the 
Novice class.

If you have been in the Scale Nats before, 
you can enter the Open class. You only 
have to fl y nine maneuvers and there are 
plenty of people there who are willing 
to help you anytime. Th e maneuvers are 
Takeoff , Fly By, Straight Flight, Figure 
Eight, and Landing. Th ere are also four 
optional ones that can include a straight 
fl ight out, procedure turn, and straight 
fl ight back, and you can throw in a roll for 
fun. Just pick out maneuvers you can fl y 
and that the full-scale airplane is capable of 
performing.

Before you know it, it will be Sunday 
aft ernoon and it will all be over too soon. 
It will be time to pack up and go home. 
But like any event, the Scale Nats cannot 
happen without the skill and dedication 
of the National Association of Scale 
Aeromodelers (NASA) volunteers and 
judges who work to make this a successful 
and fun Nationals.

Hope to see you there!
—Stan Alexander, reporter, photographer

2012 Static 
judges looking at 

documentation 
for diff erent Scale 

classes.



RC Scale

Saturday aft ernoon in the 
pit area, Show Center.

Steve Couch explaining the 
paint scheme to Ted Kraver 
last year before he was 
static judged.

Caroll Peck and Al Kretz with their big Doriner DO-23 bomber.

Jeremy and Dale Arvin holding up Dale’s 

Yellow Aircraft  SNJ or T-6 during static 

judging for Team Scale in 2012.



CL Scale

CL Scale Begins
Photos are from the 2011 and 2012 Nats.

Today’s weather was cool with sunshine, low humidity, and 
light-to-moderate breezes—perfect for CL Scale pilots. Th ese 
conditions make the takeoff  runs and climbouts to level fl ight 
predictable.

As the pilots strive to fl y their Scale aircraft  in fl ight attitudes 
and procedures—such as use of fl aps and retraction/extension 
of landing gear—at accurate scale speeds, they fi nd that the 
less control inputs needed to correct back to appropriate 
attitude and altitude, the more they can devote their attention 
to accurate scale fl ight. Th ese conditions will make the day 
an especially memorable and pleasant one for the pilots and 
judges.

Of course, as the day continues, the sun heats the fi elds 
and thermals begin to rise, making the wind direction more 
variable. Pilots, judges, and spectators will enjoy observing 
these accurately scaled and beautifully colored model aircraft  

perform exactly like their full-scale counterparts, as is 
appropriate for specifi c aircraft . Th ese features may include 
open bomb bay doors to drop model bombs, move turrets, 
drop parachutists, performing loops, or fl ying inverted. Even 
low swoops for agricultural spraying are possible for ag-
aircraft  models.

With all of these features to perform, to observe, and to 
retell and describe aft er the fl ying is done, the static judging 
scores will be combined with the fl ight scores. Everyone 
involved will enjoy the sights, photos, and the fun of 
participating in their respective roles. 

—Steve Cuthbert, reporter



CL Scale



Free Flight

Free Flight Wrap-Up
Day 5 of Free Flight began with a mist of fog 
on the ground, with dead-calm winds. Th e 
forecast was for northeast winds from 5-10 
mph, sunny skies becoming partly cloudy, 
and a high of 77°. Th ese conditions were 
welcomed aft er the early hot days this week.

Th ursday’s competitions included two 
AMA, six NFFS, and four FAC events. 

Th e CD once again moved the central 
scoring area to the best position for the 
fl iers to make the most out of the fi eld. 
Indeed, one thing he commented on 
over and over again was the steady wind 
direction we enjoyed today. 

Th e volunteers at the central scoring area 
contest were Amy Tomasch, who did the 
processing, and Greg Simon, who manned 
the scoring duties. Both did an excellent job 
of keeping up with the fl iers, even at peak 
times.

Th ere were no remote fl ightlines other 
than the FAC line, which was led by Chris 
Starleaf. Chris enjoyed many nice fl ights 
during the early morning hours.

Th e contest began in the AMA and 
NFFS events with a lot of fl iers taking 
advantage of the early morning buoyant 
air with minimal drift . Indeed, it was not 
long before many of the races began to take 
shape. Unfortunately, the wind picked up 
approximately 11 a.m., probably in the 10-
15 mph range, so the models traveled a bit 
farther at that point.

Th is fi nal day of Free Flight had an 
interesting array of Gas events—ranging 
from the smallest ¼A Nostalgia Gal models 
to the largest Super D models, which by 
defi nition had to be a minimum of 1,000 
square inches.  

Many of these Super D models were fl own 
without Variable Incidence Tails (VIT) and 
some were reminiscent of the days of old 
where bigger was better. Th ese giants are 
oft en called “balsa clouds” because they 
indeed seem to cover the sun as they grace 
the sky. Although these models seemed 
to be present on the fi eld, there was little 
offi  cial fl ight activity, probably due to the 
fact that the winds came up and possibly put 
these large models at risk.

In somewhat of a contrast to these Super 
D models are some of slightly smaller, more 
missile-like regular D Gas models fl own by 
some of the competitors. More offi  cial fl ying 
was completed in the regular D Gas event. 
Gerald Brown pumped up seven straight 
maxes before leaving Bob Hanford behind 
when Bob dropped a max by just 2 seconds.

In contrast to the Super D models were 
the ¼A Nostalgia models typically powered 
by Cox .020 motors. Larry Davidson 
seemed to have this event fi gured out as he 
won with seven maxes.

Classic Towline Glider was won by Tom 
Ioerger, whose perfect score of 540 seconds 
represented the 2-, 3-, and 4-minutes 
maxes as fl own by this event’s rules. Eleven 
fl iers participated in this event, including 
Dave Edmonson who was second with a 
nice-looking Osprey, and overall Glider 
Champion, Stan Buddenbohm, who placed 
third.

Th e Rubber Band pilots fl ew three events, 
with P-30 being the most popular with 27 
fl yers making offi  cial fl ights. Cade Fedor 
topped the Juniors with a near max out and 
Robert Marier won Senior.

In P-30 Open, David Mills, who hails 

from the Th ermal Th umbers of Metro 
Atlanta, put up six maxes making the 
31/2-minute max. Dan Berry, known for 
his gas-model fl ying, was second, making 
5 maxes and dropping his sixth. Dave 
Seachrist, a many times Nats P-30 winner, 
was third with four maxes plus.

Th e second most popular Rubber Band 
event was Old Time Rubber Stick with 15 
fl iers. Jim O’Reilly, from Wichita, Kansas, 
topped the list with a good score of 989 
seconds. Ed Sneed put up four maxes to 
capture the Large Nostalgia Rubber event.

CD Joe Mekina began the fi nal awards 
ceremony with a statement, “Th is one is 
in the books and here is the book,” while 
waving the notebook which he used daily to 
do the awards.

Th is is the end of the Free Flight 
competitions for the 2013 Nats. 
Wednesday’s intense aft ernoon 
thunderstorm delayed fl ying by roughly 
three hours, but other than that there was 
no rain. Although the week’s weather was 
not perfect, the fl iers certainly enjoyed very 
fl yable weather most of the time.

Th ank you to everyone who made this 
week such a success. I want to give a shout 
out to the AMA maintenance crew’s help 
with moving the central scoring tent and 
remote fl ightlines to a more favorable fl ying 
location almost every day. 

I hope that everyone returns home safely 
and is excited to start building for future 
competitions. Th e next time that I return 
to the fl ying fi eld will be sooner rather than 
later (especially not 15 years this time!) and 
I hope yours is soon,  too!

— Elizabeth Johnson, reporter

Jenni Orebaugh photo.



Free Flight

Gene Christensen—D Gas.

Paul Masterman and his P-30.

Jean Pailet with his Classic Towline Glider.

Hank Sperzel with his yellow-winged 
Satellite 800 D Gasser.

Pat Murray with 
a fi ne-looking 

Twin Scale 
model.



Free Flight

Chris Starleaf, FAC 
event director, 
with his twin-
engine 
Rubber 
Scale.

Stan Buddenbohm with 
his Classic Towline Glider. 

Stan won the overall 
Glider Champion award 

with dominant points from 
winning the Catapult and 

Hand-Launched Glider.

Bob Hanford turns 
loose his howling 
K&B-powered D Gas 
model. Bob was 
a close second to 
Gerald Brown in D 
Gas.

Bob Watson with his 
balsawood model 
airplane, G gas size!

Mike Richardson 
with his Rubber 
models.



Free Flight

The new 
National 
Champion in 
P-30, David 
Mills.

Dan and Carol 
Kane take a 
moment to 
pose with 
their models.

Bill Reuter 
with his 1/4A 

Nostalgia Gas 
model.

Dave Edmonson and 
a vintage Osprey 
he flew in the NFFS 
Classic Towline 
event.

John 
Schnobrich 
with his twin 
tail Rubber 
model.

James Ferwarda 
with his Rubber 

model.
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Doug Marsh with his Pilfered Peal D Gas model. 
Jenni Orebaugh photo.



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!

Sunday
RC Scale
CL Scale
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Tuesday
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Thursday
Control Line
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RC Combat

Friday
Control Line

Pylon
RC Combat

This week's events:



Do you know who I am? Stay 
tuned to tomorrow’s issue 
for the answer.


