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Merry and Gerry Phelps traveled from the 
Cleveland area to fly Classic and Open at 
the 2013 Nats. Allen Brickhaus photo.



CL Aerobatics Begins

CL Aerobatics

Welcome back Control Line Precision Aerobatics pilots to 
the AMA site in the southeast corner of Muncie, Indiana. We 
kicked off  the events with two unoffi  cial contests on Sunday, 
July 14.

Beginner Stunt and Intermediate Stunt will be run on the 
three circles on the northernmost portion of the 600 x 600-foot 
grass area located northwest of the L pad.

Control Line Stunt contestants will travel from all corners 
of the US and some of its territories. Unknown so far, is the 
number of pilots who might travel from other countries and 
that is the exciting part of the AMA Nats. Seeing friends from 
Germany, Japan, Canada, or other places is a neat experience. 

I recommend taking in the Cammack Station in Cammack, 
Indiana, at least once. Enjoy a Rueben, a cheeseburger, and 
vanilla malt. You could even try a fried baloney sandwiches. 
Follow McGalliard or 332 toward west of Muncie until you get 
to County Road 600 West, and turn left . Drive to the fi rst stop 
sign, turn left  and Cammack Station is at the next stop sign.

We will publish the results of the Beginner and Intermediate 
venue tomorrow. On Monday aft ernoon, the Advanced, Expert, 
and Open pilots will attend an Appearance Points event at the 

Oneighty building located north of McGalliard off  of Broadway 
on the east side of Muncie. Go north on Broadway for roughly 
3/4 mile, and look off  to the right about 100 yards off  Broadway. 
Th e time usually begins at approximately 2 or 3 p.m.

Tuesday will host two more unoffi  cial contests on the same 
grass circles as fl own by the Beginner and Intermediate pilots. 
Old-Time Stunt models are those designed, built, fl own and/
or published before the last day of 1952. Classic models are the 
models categorized with the same criteria but before the last 
day of 1969.

Wednesday will begin the qualifi cations process for 
Advanced, Expert, and Open pilots. Both classes will receive 
two chances for a good score on Wednesday and the same 
on Th ursday. Th e top 20 pilots of each venue will go on to 
fl y on Friday. Advanced and Experts pilot champions will be 
determined on Friday, while the top fi ve Open competitors will 
go on the Open event on Saturday and the Walker Cup. Th e 
Walker Cup is the competition between the best Junior, Senior, 
and Open pilots later on Saturday morning.

—Allen Brickhaus
reporter/photographer

Chris Brownhill 
and his lady, 

Sylvia, and 
Shirley and Jack 

Sheeks spent 
some time at 

dinner with me at 
the Ruby Tuesday. 

Chris and Sylvia 
are from Nova 

Scotia.

Take in Cammack Station at least once during your Nats stay.

The downtown hobby store is Toys Forever, located at 300 S. Walnut 
St. From the east side freeway, take 32 or Jackson Street west into the 
heart of downtown Muncie. When you get to Walnut go south a block 
and a half and fi nd the Toys Forever on the left  side of the street. Give 
them a call at (756) 288-6505. The owner will work very hard to get 
items in very quickly for your use at the Nats.

Note that your 
access to the 
600 x 600-foot 
grass circles 
is available by 
turning left  and 
traveling across 
the grass toward 
the north side of 
the area. The new 
Combat area is 
on the west side 
of the 600-foot-
square areas.



CL Aerobatics

I found Kaz Minato and Derek Barry kibitzing on the grass circles early 
Saturday morning. Kaz won the distance award for the day.

Jim Lynch launches the Lark for a practice flight by Charlie Reeves for the 
Classic event at the AMA Nats.

Jim Lynch is helping Charlie Reeves get ready for Classic Stunt to be held on Tuesday, 
July 16. Charlie is trimming his Ed Southwick Lark with some Stunt-tuned McCoy 

Redhead 40s.

Dave Platt moved from RC Scale to CL Scale with a very 
nice T-28 Trojan.

Paul and Ruth Thoms 
handled the tabulations 
duties in Beginner Stunt 

on Sunday. They are from 
Carlyle, Illinois, and drove 
the distance to help us get 

the event completed.



CL Aerobatics

Jeff  Traxler takes his Brodak ARC Strega to the L pad for practice on Thursday 
night, July 11. He uses electric for power and will compete in Intermediate on 
Sunday.

One of my best 
friends, Byron 

Barker, left  us for 
the CL circles in 

the sky earlier 
this month while 

working at his 
business. This 

picture is of him 
working the 

Beginner event 
last year at the 

2012 Nats.

Saw Hal Parenti’s Fireball at the Scale documentation and static judging. I have 
always thought that it would be a great subject for a semiscale Stunt model.

Jeff ’s Strega streaks off  the “L” pad under the auspices of 
the Fellowship of Christian Modelers sign.

I met one of my Stunt heroes in the form of Jean Pailet at the Free 
Flight area Friday. He published the Pegasus, Zephyr, the Skylark, 
and had his Playmate kitted by Mike Griffi  n (WingsonStrings).



CL Aerobatics

CL Aerobatics Day 1 Recap

Th e Beginner and Intermediate Control 
Line Precision Aerobatics events were fl own 
Sunday and they will be reported in the 
NatsNews issue for the next edition. 

Muncie has a single-focus fl ying model 
park located on the southwest part of town. 
Westside Park has a very degraded 1/2A 
asphalt circle, a 60-foot racing tarmac, a larger 
70-foot diameter macadam circle for stunt 
models, and a grass area on the east side of 
the park for several combat circles. Westside 
Park has been in existence since 1947 and 
many contests have been held there. 

No local events have happened at Westside 

since AMA opened its offi  cial location, but if 
you need to check handle settings or tune in 
your needle valve, the park may have some 
value to you. It is located at the intersection 
of South Tillotson Avenue and West White 
River Boulevard. Take Memorial west out of 
the AMA site and continue west until you get 
to a stop sign. Turn north on South Tillotson 
Avenue overpass and come to a stoplight 
across from an Advance Auto Parts store. 
Turn left  or north, go one block, then turn 
right or east on West White River Boulevard. 
Th e park is on the southeast corner of that 
intersection.

Dropping by the Racing circles on the 
AMA site, I came across John Wright with 
Curtiss Shipp assisting John with his Profi le 
Scale Corsair. John is an eff ective Stunt fl ier 
from San Diego, California, and has won 
Old-Time Stunt at the Nats and the Vintage 
Stunt Championships in Tucson. John will 
fl y the main Stunt event on Wednesday but 
enjoys the Scale wars at local contests and at 
the Nats.

I followed Curtis Shipp to his Alabama-
based pickup truck and found him checking 
his Profi le John Simpson Cavalier with an 
Aerotiger .36 for power. Curtis serves the 
public with an effi  cient, accurate machine 
shop 40 some miles from Birmingham, 
Alabama, in Cullman. 

I caught Derek and Dale Barry putting 
some practice fl ights on the grass circles and 
took some close-ups of Derek’s new model. 
His Matrix-styled Randy Smith design 
certainly sets itself off  from the crowd with 
the digital emblems emblazoned on the entire 
airplane. A PA .65 pipe-powered engine takes 
it through the thrusting air on the morning I 
watched it fl y.

Tomorrow I will have the results of the 
Beginner and Intermediate events. Th e 
Classic and Old-Time Stunt venues will 
be featured on Tuesday, July 17, and those 
results will be posted here in an upcoming 
issue of NatsNews. Th e main qualifying 
categories of Open and Advanced will begin 
on Wednesday, July 18, and we will keep you 
abreast of the results soon.

—Allen Brickhaus
reporter/photographer

The sunrise over the AMA site welcomes the pilots to the fi rst day of competition. 

Find Westside Park to locate some local area circles 
to test-fly your new model or set a handle or needle 
valve in your pursuit of modeling happiness.



CL Aerobatics

Curtis Shipp drove from Cullman, Alabama, to fly 
Intermediate and work as a pit boss for the main 

events Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday.

Joseph Peters confers with Merry Phelps.

Bob Brookins and Linda Gleason take a break in the shade.Don Sopka of Broadview Heights, Ohio.

The winners 
of the C.L.P.A. 
Junior/Senior 
Beginner 
event.



Steve Drake of Bowling 

Green, Kentucky.

Steven Smith 
judges a 
flight.

CL Aerobatics

The winners of 
the C.L.P.A. Open 

Beginner event.

Joe Bowman fuels his Juggernaut.

Robert Storick (standing) and Bob 
Hunt (R) display their Crossfi res. 



CL Aerobatics



CL Speed Begins

CL Speed

Greetings Speed fl iers and welcome to the 87th 
National Championships.

We have contestants from many states this year and 
will also be choosing three persons and one Junior to 
compete in the World F2A Championships in 2014, this 

Saturday and Sunday.
We have the “four Js” from the West Coast: 

many-times High Point champion, Jerry 
Rocha; Jim Rhodes from Utah; John Newton 
from California; and the other person of 
the NewMath team, many-time national 
champion, Joey Mathison, from Las Vegas.

From Pennsylvania, is the father-and-son 
duo Glen and James Vansant. James will be a 
Junior at Penn State in the fall.

Butch (Garry) Andrews and Sonny 
Williams have made the trek from Florida 
and North Carolina.

Charlie Legg, his wife, and son are 
here from Council Bluff s, Iowa. Charlie 
is 80-plus years old and is still a serious 

competitor in ½A Speed and ½A 
Profi le Proto.

Patrick Hemple and Carl Layman from Texas, 
together are competing in many events this year. 
Patrick has a new inverted-engine Perky, and Carl has 
two new Newton Asymmetrical B and C Speed models, 
both with Super Tigre power.

Dave Fischer from Minnesota will be competing in 
both Jet categories along with being last year’s defending 
National Champion in Formula 40. He also a sleek new D 
Speed model.

From Illinois we have Alex Valishev, NASS’s secretary 
and Speed Times editor, and his son, eleven-year-old 
Ivan competing in Junior F2A and his dad in Open F2A. 
Many-time Nats champions Glenn Lee and Bill Hughes, 
both will be fl ying in many events this week.

From the state of Ohio come Carl Dodge and Chris 
Montagino. Both, as usual, will be competing in 
numerous events. Th ey will both compete for one of 
the coveted spots on the 2014 Worlds F2A team. Chris 
will be entering in the Perky event which is a fi rst for 
him, I believe. His entry is a very unusual Nova Rossi 
.15-powered model sidewinder with mini-pipe supplied 
by Barry Tippett.

Good luck to all.
—Warren Gregory

reporter

Photos are from the 2012 Nats.
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CL Racing

CL Racing Kicks Off

Monday, July 15, will be the fi rst of four 
days of Control Line Racing at the Willie 
C. McCool site. Competitors will compete 
in 12 classes. Th e diff erence between the 
events is determined by engine, airplane, 
and race requirements.

CL Racing, like all other forms of racing, 
is seeing whose airplane can travel a given 
distance within the shortest time period. 
Th e only exception to this is Clown 
Racing. Th e intent of this event is to see 
who can complete the most laps in a given 
time.

CL Racing is a team event consisting of 
a pilot and one or two people acting as the 
pit crew. Two or three teams will compete 
at the same time in the same circle 
depending on the rules for the event.

At the time the races are started, all 
engines are off . Th e airplanes will have 
to make pit stops during the race. Th e 
engines must be shut off  before landing 
and are refueled and restarted during a pit 
stop. Th ey will fl y two qualifying heat races 
and the top qualifi ers will compete in the 
fi nals to determine their fi nal placing. Heat 
races are typically half the number of laps 
as the fi nals race.

Th e F2C Team Race will lead off  
Monday’s events. F2C is the CL Racing 
event fl own at the world championships. 
Th e rules governing this event are very 
strict in the airplane requirements and 
how the event is fl own. Th e engines are 
restricted to a displacement of 2.5cc, and 
the airplanes typically fl y at 120 mph 
actual speed and travel 35 laps on 7 ccs 
of fuel. Th e fuel is based on a mixture of 
kerosene, ether, and oil.

F2CN will be held aft er F2C. F2CN is 
intended as a sport version of F2C. Th e 
main diff erence is that F2CN requires a 
profi le fuselage and external controls.

Th e fi nal racing event of the day will be 
B Team Race. Th e airplanes must resemble 
those that were fl own in the 1940s, ’50s, 
and ’60s.

Th e racing schedule for the rest of the 
week is: Tuesday, Scale Race (Goodyear); 
Super Slow Rat, and Fox Race; Wednesday, 
Slow Rat and Clown Race; and Th ursday is 
Class I Mouse, Rat, and Quickie Rat.

—Melvin Schuette
reporter

Photos from the 2011 Nats.
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Pylon Begins
Photos are from the 2012 
Nats and were taken  by 
Scott Causey.

Pylon



Pylon



CL Combat

Andy Minor launches for 
Cary Minor against Josh 
Ellison. Josh’s team is in 
the back left , both in the 
air within a second as 
Austin Minor watches.

CL Combat Begins
Control Line Combat at the Nats kicked off  with the fabulous 
team trials contest for the international F2D Combat event. 
Th irty-four fl iers, including Juniors Braden Parker, Austin Minor, 
and Rylan Ritch, fl ew approximately 114 matches, including 
refl ies of ties, in two days. 

Spectators and fl iers alike were treated to some of the best fl ying 
ever at Muncie. Lots of matches had multiple cuts with scores of 3, 
4, and 5 cuts. Th e fl ying was much cleaner than F2D oft en is, with 
relatively few midairs and many fewer damaged models. 

Th is went right into the very last matches. Th e old grandmaster, 
Richard Stubblefi eld, pulled off  a 3-2 win against Andy Minor.

Bob Mears organized the contest and recruited a very skilled 
group of judges. Lance Matassa directed the action with Jeff  
Hannaur acting as Circle Marshall for every match. Dave 
Edwards, Steve Stewart, and Tatyana Leontyev counted cuts, 
assisted by Steve Shoemaker, Dave Owens, Larry Scarinzi, and 
Bob Mears. 

Th e AMA put in two concrete center pads that worked 
beautifully and will serve for many years, especially when the 
rains come. Even the weather cooperated with good conditions.

—Phil Cartier
reporter/photographer

Front: Junior team members Rylan Ritch, Alexandra Nadein, and Austin Minor. Braden Parker was not 
present. Back: Mark Rudner, Josh Ellison, Richard Stubblefi eld, and Andy Minor, alternate.

Andy Minor and Mike Willcox had a midair in one of the last 
matches. Mike got a cut, but his motor quit. The pit crew got 
him back up, but Andy managed to maintain a one-cut lead.



RC Scale Wrap-Up

RC Scale

We’ve had great weather all week and today is no 
diff erent—sometimes with a little crosswind from 
the south and that’s the way we would want it—but 
sunny, warm and a little wind makes for a great 
Scale Nats here at the AMA site.

With the fi nal day and Jim Martin and the fl ight 
judges, line chief, and all the ladies in tabulation, we 
would like to thank all of the volunteers for all their 
work here at the Nats this week.

Th e class with the most entries again this year is 
Fun Scale Open or Advanced. Terry Nitsch took 
home fi rst place fl ying his electric turbine-powered 
MiG 17. His last fl ight was the best and we’ll let the 
rest of the Nats be seen in photos here.

Our thanks to all of our sponsors for the event. 
Hope to see you next year!

—Stan Alexander
reporter/

photographer

Jim Martin with the judges and pilots at the pilots’ meeting before flight.

Shannon Ort assists 
her husband, Steve, 
in starting his Extra 
300 in the Scale Open 
class which Steve 
won with a score of 
169.125.

Al Kretz flying his 
Fokker D.VII in Expert 

Division II to a 
second place 

fi nish. His 
model is from 

a Balsa USA 
1/4-scale kit.

NASA Secretary/Treasurer Bob Lirette was presented an AMA Service 
Award for all his work with Nasa.



RC Scale

Event Director Jim Martin presents Mark Frankel with the 
High Static Score Award for his own-design T-34B.

Ruth Lirette receiving an award from Paul Cain and NASA 
for all her years of working to make sure we were doing 
everything right!
Thanks, Ruth!

Jeremy and Dale Arvin receiving the fi rst-
place trophy for Team Scale with the SNJ.

Terry and Shelia Nitsch pose with the fi rst-place trophy from 
winning Fun Scale Open class, the most hotly contested event 
at the Nats this year.



RC Scale

Larry Folk won Expert Division #1 with his Cub Craft ers version of the J-3.

Larry Folks 1/3-scale Super Cub from a Balsa USA kit.

Evan Gaston 
receives both 

the Best Junior 
as well as 

second place 
in Fun Scale 

Novice.

Terry and Shelia Nitsch won Fun Scale Open with their electric-
powered MiG 15 guided by a Spektrum 18 2.4 GHz radio. 

Terry Nitsch’s MiG 15 making 
the last flight of the day. Terry 

received a 98 flight score.

It’s all about 
families and Mark 
Lanterman his 
wife, Lisa, and 
son, Spencer, 
are all here 
supporting Dad.



RC Scale

Evan and Dad and Mom. Evan took Best Junior 
as well as second place in Fun Scale Novice this 
year! It’s great to see more families!

Hal Parenti’s Ryan Fireball fi nished fi rst in RC Fun Scale.

Steve Ort’s Extra 300 is on its 
way to winning Open Scale.

Bob 
Fiorenze, 
flying his 

large F-14 
from a Yellow 
Aircraft  kit, 

placed second in 
Expert Division I.

Mark Edwards flying his 
Piper Pawnee to a fi rst-

place fi nish in Fun Scale 
Novice. It’s great to see more 

entries in this class. 



CL Scale Wraps UpCL Scale Wraps Up

CL Scale

Th e fi nal day of CL Scale was a beautiful summer day—clear, mild, 
and a steady light breeze. Th e judges took their offi  cial seats, under 
sun tarps by the fl ying circles, or in the stately Contest Director and 
Administration Center beside the circles. 

Th e stentorian tones of the CD, full of authority, also revealed his 
feelings of concern and encouragement for the intrepid and resolute 
pilots who, solid as the Rock of Gibraltar, sat by their aircraft  in 
readiness to respond to the call to taxi their aircraft . 

Spectators murmured quietly in respectful deference to the 
drama about to unfold before them in the air. One by one, when 
called, the airmen started their engines, taxied to the takeoff  area 
of the circles, announced their takeoff , and thundered around the 
tarmac, building their speed, and fi nally, clawing their way upward 
to level fl ight. For them, it was show time and the contest was on. 

Th ey concentrated on their fl ight objectives with the dedication 

of professionals and the experience of veterans as they blurred the 
background world in their precise maneuvers. Everyone present 
watched, some open-mouthed and intently as the fl iers of the 
largest group of aircraft  and competitors ever to assemble for 
this event fl ew their gleaming aircraft , that varied from the ever-
respected Ercoupe, to beautiful B-25s, to the iconic four thundering 
engines of the B-29 Superfortress. Th e multiengine aircraft  required 
experience and eff ort to pilot seemingly without eff ort.

As the area transitioned to the awards ceremony function, 
the pilots were relieved that the duty fl ying was done, and they 
could relax. Th e CD conducted a very nice awards ceremony, and 
chuckling and good cheer fl ooded the circles.

We can’t wait for the next one.
—Steve Cuthbert

reporter

All photos by Jenni Orebaugh.
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The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!

Tuesday
Control Line

Pylon
RC Combat

Wednesday
Control Line

Pylon
RC Combat

Thursday
Control Line

Pylon
RC Combat

Friday
Control Line

Pylon
RC Combat

Saturday
Control Line

Pylon

Sunday
Pattern (Aero)

This week's events:



Jenni Orebaugh photo.


