
Academy of Model Aeronautics International Aeromodeling

Center, Muncie IN; Web site: www.modelaircraft.org; e-mail:

nats@modelaircraft.org; 

Copyright Academy of Model Aeronautics 2009

Edited by: Liz Helms

NATS
NEWS 

NATS
NEWS20092009

July 17, 2009

These Advanced pilots from Site 4

seem like a happy bunch, thanks to

Bobby Stout and his great team on

the site.

A special thank-you to members of AMA’s Flight Support Team. Our

community partners recognize that AMA onsite events bring thousands of

visitors during the flying season who spend dollars in our community. Their

generous donations help AMA continue to host the many competition events

held annually, and in turn, AMA promotes and encourages our members to

look for and support members of the Flight Support Team.
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RC Aerobatics
A New Beginning: The third day of RC

Precision Aerobatics competition sets a new

tone for the contestants. On this third day it

is the final opportunity for the Intermediate

and Advanced pilots to improve their

positions as they fly their final two flights. 

For the Masters pilots it is their last

opportunity to advance into the Friday

finals, and for the FAI pilots the semifinals

set the stage for the final eight pilots to be

selected for the finals on Friday. 

Are you wondering what is wrong with

the picture to the right? Andrew Jesky has

his transmitter in his hand and his coach,

Verne Koester, is standing right behind him

calling out the maneuvers. But Andrew’s

airplane is sitting on the ground just to their

right sides. Actually, Andrew is “dry flying”

the pilot’s flight just before him. He is

going through every stick movement and

making appropriate corrections for the

preceding pilot’s flight. 

We’ve all heard the expression, “behind

every good man there is a good woman.”

This is true for Andrew with Heather, but

there is another similar expression for aerobatic pilots: “behind

ever great RC aerobatics pilot is a great coach.” Not taking

anything from the extremely talented hands of Andrew, let’s not

forget Verne and his contribution to Andrew’s success. 

Verne is a great aerobatics pilot in his own right, but with

Andrew they make a perfect recipe for aerobatics success. 

Best of luck to Andrew at the World Championships and

many thanks to Verne and the other callers for their major

contributions to the success of our world-class team.

The Nats would not be complete without Jason Shulman.

Although Jason chose to pass by his

opportunity for a “threepeat” as

National Champion, he could not

resist coming and helping with the

final days of the 2009

Championships. 

Jason shared some of his wisdom

to Mark Hunt and Don Szczur.

While conversing, Don commented

to Jason about the energy level it

takes to win our National

Championships. Jason’s response

was that he would put so much

energy into the Nats that it would be

difficult to refill that energy reserve

in less than a month to be fully ready

in the World Championships in

Portugal. 

Although we greatly miss Jason,

our reigning National Champion and

our defending World Champion,

Quique, we certainly understand and

give them110% of our support.

Looking down the flightline on

Thursday morning, one gets the

sense of importance these final
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Andrew Jesky is “dry-flying.”

Jason Shulman passes a little time with

Mark Hunt and Don Szczur. 
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flights make. Flying here at the beautiful National

Flying Site would be the first option for every RC

pilot in the country. Every RC pilot in the USA

should come to the Nats at least once. There is no

other experience quite like it.

Another first-timer at the Nats is Keven O’Connor.

Keven started flying with his dad when he was 10,

but it has only been the past few years that he has

been flying aerobatics. He finally had the confidence

and the proper equipment to make it to the national

level this year. 

If you walked the line at Site 4 in the mornings,

your eye would easily find Keven’s airplane. After

numerous, more traditional drawings, Keven used a

tropical fish, the Clown fish, for the inspiration to do

his paint job. 

Don’t wonder what a clown fish looks like; just

check out Keven’s beautiful YS 170 CDI-powered

Integral to see what I mean. Pictured with Keven and

his Integral is his caller, helper, and most importantly

girlfriend, Christina Doyle. You can read more about

Christina later in this issue. 

Oh! If you see Keven today, July 18, wish him a

happy birthday. And yes, Keven is the correct

spelling for our Mr. O’Connor.

Brian Clemmons is a longtime member of the

NSRCA. He was our treasurer for a brief time and

our newsletter editor for six years. If you were at the

banquet Wednesday evening you had a great time

hoping your name would be drawn for some of the

fabulous prizes Brian collected for the raffle. 

It was almost the end of April when Brian was

“given” the job of primary fundraiser for the US

World Aerobatics

Team. If you know

Brian, you

couldn’t have

chosen a better

person for the job.

Looking at the

dollar amount

raised for this

year’s team, you

would agree as

well. 

Brian would be

the first to tell you

that he didn’t do

the job all on his

own, but without

him, none of this

would have been

done. Brian has

some big ideas for

the future of the

USA presence in

worldwide

aerobatics

competition. 
Keven O’Connor and his girlfriend Christina Doyle. If you see Keven

today, July 18, wish him a happy birthday

Above:

Everyone

should try to

make it to the

nats onve, if

only to see

sights such

as these

gorgeous

aircraft.



1 Andrew Jesky 2000.00

2 Chip Hyde 1996.86

3 Brett Wickizer 1956.23

4 David Lockhart 1903.66

5 Don Szczur 1899.90

6 Mark Leesberg 1899.55

7 Todd Blose 1850.85

8 Mike Klein 1848.16

9 Albert (AC) Glen 1837.43

10 Daniel Landis 1825.87

11 Pete Collinson 1814.48

12 Ivan Kristensen 1779.49

13 Andre Bouchard 1765.77

14 Ken Velez 1742.11

15 Jim Kimbro 1716.82

16 Michael Harrison 1709.89

17 Mark Atwood 1703.60

18 Bryan Hebert 1702.48

19 Mark Hunt 1701.24

20 Matthew Kimbro 1679.91
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Scores and Standings Please note: Scores are unofficial until tabulation is confirmed.

FAI Semifinals best 2 of 3

Advanced Round 6

1 Gary Courtney 4000.0000

2 Chris Odom 3964.1811

3 Keven O’Connor 3759.1642

4 John Tarpinian 3742.3865

5 Brian Clemmon 3699.5808

6 George Miller 3668.8148

7 Ken Kaut 3648.8528

8 William Pritchett 3644.4520

9 Bob Condra 3628.1860

10 Michael Wingo 3602.3622

11 Kenneth Alexander 3576.6982

12 Richard Lewis 3541.5521

13 Joseph Zeigenfus 3512.9156

14 Carlos Barrera 3366.7489

Intermediate Round 6

1 Riley Kissenberth 4000.00

2 David Lampron Jr. 3903.3176

3 Edwin Mason 3811.7619

4 Larry Kauffman 3769.1181

5 Dean Funk 3759.3754

6 Dean Lampron 3754.6336

7 James Rogers 3734.6692

8 Mike Greear 3587.9673

9 Victor Diaz 3576.8855

10 Brian Strachan 3547.214

11 Mark Carey 3531.6528

12 Ronald Hansen 3494.5899

13 Bruce Ginn 3461.8950

14 Edward Valls 3344.1812

15 Houston Schweitzer 3327.5730

16 Mike Gaishin 3304.5053

17  Neil Hunt 3034.9547

18 Douglas Harvel 2940.57713

19 Charles Simmons 2742.9104

20 Donald Manson 2695.5942

21 Jon Kenneth Gerber 2622.3322

22 Michael Yearly 2415.2620

23 Tom Stennis 0.0000
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Masters After 6 Rounds Using Best 4 Scores

1 Tony Frackowiak 4000.00

2 Archie Stafford 3999.11

3 Geroge Asteris 3985.44

4 David Snow 3957.63

5 Verne Koester 3913.33

6 Brandon Landry 3887.49

7 Stephen Byrd 3886.19

8 Gerald Budd 3882.27

9 Krishlan Fitzimmons 3872.26

10 Mike Mueller 3859.17

11 Brian Mueller 3797.74

12 Brenner Sharp 3791.52

13 John Fuqua 3756.26

14 Rusty Fried 3753.26

15 Steve Miller 3738.95

16 Joe Lachowski 3724.46

17 Don Ramsey 3715.57

18 Dale Arnold 3709.93

19 Robert Satalino 3692.64

20 Marcio Jorge 3583.51

21 Christopher Moon 3578.47

22 Anthony Romano 3572.90

23 Jonathon Carter 3568.37

24 Greg Grigsby 3567.16

25 Jon Lowe 3540.83

26 Joe Dunnaway 3439.87

27 Frank Granelli 3360.63

28 Eugene Villa 3321.37

29 Lawrence Auer 3520.87

30 Richard Wallace 3218.94

31 Robert Kane 3159.17

32 Ron VanPutte 2782.87

Classified Ads
We’re trying something new this

year in NatsNews: classified ads. You
can purchase a 1-inch, 2-inch, or 3-inch
ad to wish someone good luck, say
congratulations, or just say sorry about
your luck.   

The cost is $5 per inch, and the
maximum size is 3 inches. Sizes are
shown below. Commercial advertising
is not permitted. 

If you are interested in purchasing a
classified ad or have any questions,
contact Liz Helms at AMA
Headquarters, (765) 287-1256, ext. 213
or lhelms@
modelaircraft.org.

Insertion requests must be received
by 9 a.m. the day you wish the ad to
appear.

Good Luck to all NSRCA D5

pilots past and present!

(That means you Chris!)

Wish I was there. JLK

Congratulations Eric!

That’s the best flight

you’ve ever made!

We’re proud of you

and good luck today!

—The Red
Mountain Flyers 

1”

2”

Sorry about your luck,

Jack Hartman. 

That’s just what you did

last year! And almost the

same place ... look, you

can still see the marks on

the pavement ...

Maybe you can build

another to crash next year. 

—Gene, Bob, and the
Liars Club3”



He wants to raise funds annually so we have a resource built up to send some of our pilots to championships in Europe and other

places around the world as well. His philosophy is that since many of the judges at a world championships come from Europe, we

should know the style of flying that they are most accustomed to seeing and

what better way than to fly with them? 

In a sense we would be “scouting” the European judges. We could also

spread some good will with a few laughs and hand shakes. Happily, Dave

Lockhart gave Brian a head start when he recently participated in the South

African Nationals. You can read all about Dave’s recent trip in the next issue of

the K-Factor.
Although the day’s flying is over, there is still has one important element yet

to complete. During the day, the top 20 FAI pilots competed in the semifinals.

From those 20, the top eight will advance into Friday’s finals. 

Friday each pilot will fly two rounds of F-09 and two rounds of unknowns.

Picking the unknowns is accomplished by getting these top eight pilots—

Andrew Jesky, Chip Hyde, Brett Wickizer, Dave Lockhart, Don Szczur, Mark

Leesberg, Todd Blose, and Mike Kline—together. They draw numbers for the

order of choosing maneuvers and then two new sequences begin to build.

Most of the Intermediate pilots (picture below) and some of the Advanced

pilots (front page) from Site 4, stopped for some quick pictures. They seem like

a happy bunch, thanks to Bobby Stout and his great team on Site 4.

—Jim Quinn

The top eight pilots choosing the unknowns.
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The Ladies in the Crowd
Christina Doyle grew up in Lovelady, Texas, with a population of about 600. There were 38

people in her high school graduating class. She was the valedictorian. With such a small

school, everyone does almost everything in school. 

Christina also graduated from Sam Houston State University with a double major in

English and History. She currently works for a tax firm. Christina met Keven O’Connor while

doing some temp work several years ago. 

Christina really likes it here at AMA Headquarters. The wide open spaces remind her of

home in Texas. She really enjoys being Keven’s helper/caller. It is great to be outdoors in the

clean and refreshing air. 

She is impressed with how much each pilot knows about his individual airplane and the

various systems that go along with it. She really likes all the people she meets at contests here

and at home as well. 

Since Keven has his beautiful Integral well equipped and it is flying well, Christina is hoping that

Keven takes about the cost of his Integral—a little more or a little less—and buys something for her

left ring finger. Hint, hint, hint!

Brian

Clemmons is

the chief

fundraiser for

the US WC

Team.


