
Daily Coverage of the 2011 National Aeromodeling Championships

Academy of Model Aeronautics International Aeromodeling Center, Muncie IN
website: www.modelaircraft.org; email: nats@modelaircraft.org

Copyright Academy of Model Aeronautics 2011
Editors: Ashley Rauen, Rachelle Haughn, Liz Helms

Inside:

July 20, 2011

Thursday
RC Electric Soaring
Outdoor Free Flight

Friday
Outdoor Free Flight

Roy Stewart (IN) 
and his massive 
Super D.
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2Photos by David Mills.

Tuesday’s weather didn’t surprise those 
gathered on the fi eld. We’d been 
warned of it all the previous day. It 

arrived hot and humid as predicted, and with 
the brisk winds expected. The only mercy 
shown was the overcast of the morning 
persisted until lunchtime, and only then did 
the temps arc mercilessly upward. 

The wind speed also increased in 
unison and this made retrievals much more 
of an issue. Winds remained largely out of 
the west. This was the second day in a row 
when victories were hard fought and well 
earned.    

Yes, it was a hot one, but everybody 
made it through the day without incident. 
We can congratulate ourselves on that. The 
forecast for Wednesday calls for even hotter 
temperatures. So, let’s keep doing the smart 
things, like drinking tons of water, seeking 
shade, and pacing ourselves.

The oldest and most prestigious rubber-
power event in Free Flight is Mulvihill and 
rightfully so. These models are capable of 
extreme duration, and yet can be simply 
constructed to good effect. As a result, 
participation is usually high and Tuesday 
was no exception, topping 27 fl iers. 

This year’s conditions produced dogged 
performance from the best fl iers, and the 
results show it with the fl y-offs going into 
the eight- and nine-minute rounds. John 
Shailor (MI), newly in the Open category, 
took fi rst place with a whopping 2,846 
seconds. Bear in mind he’s a multiple Nats 
winner, too. (Everyone expects young John 
to bypass the Nats win totals of the legends 

George Perryman and Bob Bienenstein 
before too long.) And please note, John set a 
national record, pending, in the process, too. 

John Seymour (OH) was second with 
2,326 seconds and Bud Romak (CA) and 
Paul Crowley (MI) tied for third with 2,258 
seconds. 

The gas fl iers had a big day, competing 
in B Gas (nine fl iers), CD Classic (13 fl iers), 
B NosGas (17 fl iers), and One Design 
Combo (nine fl iers), and several others. 

 Bob Mattes topped gas high time 
with 1,440 seconds in B NosGas, chased by 
Larry Davidson (VA) with 1,180 seconds. 

CD Classic produced similar totals with 
James DeMeritte (FL) winning with 1,321 
seconds over the second-place Dan Berry 
(AR) with 860 seconds. Greg Hinrichs (WI) 
won B Gas decisively with 1,047 seconds. 

One Design Combo was a more closely 
run thing with Bob Sowder (VA) scoring 
578 seconds over Gene Smith (OK) with 
477 seconds.

F1Q, F1H, and F1C provided consistent 
and high performance throughout their 
rounds. Multiple fl iers in F1C maxed out 
and winners will be decided Wednesday 
morning. The fl ying on the day was 
consistently outstanding, in certainly the 
most technical of all gas power events. 
News will be forthcoming.

F1Q was won by Rex Hinson (FL) 
with 1,080 seconds, narrowly besting Julie 
Parker’s (TX) 1,062 seconds. Rex’s day 
was not done. He narrowly missed serious 
when he was hit in the head by an errant 
F1Q model. It looked horrible at the time, 

but in the end, the collision only resulted in 
some cuts with stitches not required. (We’ll 
reserve comments on the structural integrity 
of Rex’s cranium.)

F1H, the little brother of F1A, produced 
two evenly contested towline glider events. 
Young Kyle Jones (OH) maxed out with 600 
seconds and narrowly bested Bob Sifl eet 
(PA) with 587 seconds and Brian Van Nest 
(CA) with 584 seconds. The Junior category 
was taken by Logan Tetrict (CA) with a 
decisive 554 seconds.

The Jetex, or rocket-powered event, is 
an acquired and select taste. The fervor isn’t 
widely held, but relished by a few. Such was 
the case Tuesday, and hotly contested it was 
with Bill Reuter (OH) winning with 295 
seconds, narrowly ahead of Jackie Sheffer’s 
(AZ) 261 seconds and Martin Richardson’s 
(MI) 255 seconds.

Nothing draws the smart set like a 
ROW (rise-off-water) pond. Perhaps unique 
among the model aviation fraternity, we 
actually fl y off water, and with some glee. 
Bill Vanderbeek (CA) and Bob Stalick (WA) 
led the way in a tie with 311 seconds. Seven 
other fl iers followed closely behind. The 
rubber-powered guys had as much fun, but 
the results weren’t available at press time.

The forecast for the rest of the week 
predicts even hotter temperatures and little 
chance of rain. Wind velocity and direction 
will further determine how arduous the tasks 
at hand will be. The remainder of the week 
will be interesting, for sure, and fun, very 
likely. You’ll hear it all here.

—David Mills

If you’ve never seen a F1C 
launched, you’ve missed 
something. Here’s Norm Poti 
(OH) providing a fi ne example of 
everything going right. 
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Above 
left: 

Bill Reuter 
(OH) fi nds 
it wise to 
repair in 
the shade.

Joe 
Williams 
(PA) winds 
his Mulvihill,  
which was 
good for fi fth.

Bill Vanderbeek tied for fi rst in 
ROW Gas with his 1/2A Hydrostar 
and managed to stay dry.

Right: 
Denny 
Dock (MI) 
affects 
repairs 
the old-
fashioned 
way.

Above: Paul Andrade goes all-in with his Embryo in ROW 

Rubber. Refreshing and effective, he says.
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The winners in Mulvihill, mostly in order, and the most 
impressive performances of the day: John Shailor, Paul 
Crowley, Bud Romak, Joe Williams, and John Seymour. 

Below: The winners in B NosGas 
(not in order): Bob Sowder, Larry 
Davidson, Bob Mattes, and Bob 
Hanford.

Left: The winners in ROW Gas 
(not in order): Bill Vanderbeek, Kit 
Bays, Mike Fedor, and Bud Romak.

Don DeLoach (CO) asserts 
some Aggie pride.
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Hideaway RV Rental is a proud sponsor

of all AMA 2011 fl ying events.

Applebee’s is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2011 fl ying events.

Unoffi cial Scores
Please note that all scores are unoffi cial until tabulated by Nats staff.
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RC ElectricRC Electric

Day Two of Electric Nats started 
out overcast and warm as nine 
pilots gathered to fl y Half-A-

Sailplane. The basic rules for this event 
call for a motor with a fl ux ring, no more 
than 28mm in diameter, and 16mm in 
length. The batteries are limited to 8.4 
volts; most people use 2 Li-Po cells. 
The motor run is 30 seconds and the 
fl ight duration is 10 minutes. Most of 
the planes that fl y in this category weigh 
between 16 to 22 ounces and average 2 
meters in wingspan. Dave Register was 
the CD of today’s event. This event is 
scored similar to ALES in a “man-on-
man” format. 

 The weather started off with a 
slight breeze and an overcast sky. The 
air was surprisingly buoyant at that 
time in the morning, as many people 
made their maxes. At the west side of 
the fi eld, the Free Flighters set up as the 
day progressed. We used some of their 
fl ights to pick air, as they used us to pick 
when to launch. As the day heated up, it 
became a typical Muncie thermal day—
massive thermals followed by massive 
sink. In more than a few rounds, right 
turn instead of a left would bring you to 
the ground far short of 10 minutes, as the 
other pilot who turned left skied out. 
 Dave took it easy on us and slowed 

the pace of the contest as it got hotter in 
the afternoon. We managed to fl y six full 
rounds and Dave decided that we had 
had enough fun for the day. 
 The top three fi nishers on the day 
were First, Robert Burson, fl ying an 
Electron, who showed great air-picking 
ability. Second was smooth-fl ying 
Stewart Moore, also fl ying an Electron. 
And in Third place was Jack Iafret, 
fl ying, yes, another Electron.
 Tomorrow we fl y Class A LMR and 
it promises to be another hot and humid 
Muncie day! 

—Ed Franz

Today’s pictures by Kim Franz, Mike DeBoer, and Brenda Richmond.

The Pilots: (L-R) Art Earl, Stewart Moore, Mike Cramer, Bob Burson, Jack Iafret, John Lueke, Ed Franz, and Don 
Richmond. (Not pictured is Mike McGowan.)



(L-R) First, Bob Burson; second, Stewart Moore; and third, Jack Iafret. All fl ew Electrons.

Winners!

Bob Burson receiving fi rst-place award from 
CD Dave Register.

Stewart Moore receiving second-place award from 
CD Dave Register.

Jack Iafret 
receiving 
third-place 
award from 
CD Dave 
Register. 
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Pilots Meeting.

Jack Iafret and 
Ed Franz after 
a great fl ight. 

Mike Cramer 
timing for 

Bob Burson. 

Mike DeBoer and Stewart 
Moore coming back from the 
fi eld after a successful fl ight.
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Ed Franz and Don Richmond both 
fl ew the new Maxx sailplane.


