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Friday
Outdoor Free Flight

The “Student, ” Art Earl (right) and 
his “Master,” Don Richmond.



RC Electric
Photos by Ed and Kim Franz.
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On day three of the Electric Sailplane 
Nats, we fl ew Class A LMR 
(Limited Motor Run). The rules 

for this event are fairly simple; any plane, 
any motor, but the battery is limited to 8.4 
volts. Most people choose to use two Li-
Po cells. The planes vary widely in this 
event, from Stew Moore’s 2-meter Electron 
to Don Richmond’s 4-meter Ava. The 
motor run is limited to 30 seconds with a 
10-minute max. The heat took its toll on 
the competitors, so we only ended up with 
seveb pilots in the event today. We fl ew a 
total of six rounds for the day’s event. 

 The day started off partly sunny and 
dead-calm. The fi rst few pilots that went up 
early had no trouble making their times in 
the buoyant morning air. The Free Flighters 
again fl ew to the west of us, providing us 
with air markers. As the day progressed 
and heated up, the wind also picked up. 
Once again, the notorious Muncie air took 
its toll on fl ight times. In the later rounds, 
it was a struggle to make times for most 
of the pilots. There were many low-level 
downwind saves made to reach the elusive 
10-minute mark. 
 When it was all said and done, “The 

Master,” Don Richmond, showed us how 
to do it again, winning the event with 
his Ava. Stew Moore, who is having a 
fantastic Nationals, came in second with 
his Electron. On a side note, Art Earl, who 
is here at his fi rst Nationals, is having a 
wonderful time and is improving with each 
round. Tomorrow we fi nish up Electric 
Nats, fl ying Class B LMR and the weather 
forecast calls for it to be brutally HOT!

—Ed Franz

 Ed Franz (left) and his timer, Bob Burson, 
who is doing the “thermal dance.” 
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Don Richmond launching his Ava. 

First place, Don Richmond, and 
his very patient wife, Brenda. 

Second place, Stewart 
Moore (right), and CD 
Bob Burson.
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(L to R) The winners with their trusted timers, Mike 
DeBoer, Stewart Moore, Don Richmond, and Art Earl.

Pilot’s Meeting for the A LMR Event.



5

Please note that all scores are unoffi cial until tabulated by Nats staff.
Unoffi cial Scores

Hideaway RV Rental is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2011 fl ying events.

Applebee’s is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2011 fl ying events.
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It was another hot one. Mercifully, the 
day remained overcast until lunchtime, 
which kept the true misery limited 

to the afternoon. The temperature soon 
climbed to levels some say exceeded 
Tuesday’s. At times it was impressive, 
even to this jaded Georgian, and tomorrow 
promises hotter temps again. 

However, everyone was doing a 
great dealing with it. As far as this writer 
knows, no one experienced diffi culties. 
Nagging must work.  

The F1B guys had a great day, 
drawing 31 fl iers—a very respectable 
number. This included three Canadians 
and one from the Netherlands. The level 
of fl ying was superb and the conditions 
very demanding. 

Six fl iers ended the day with perfect 
scores and the fl yoffs carried 
over to the next morning. 
(News fl ash: unoffi cial results 
show George Batiuk winning 
the top spot. Offi cial results 
to follow tomorrow.)

Nostalgia Rubber drew 
12 fl iers and some spirited 
fl ying. Interestingly, 

three of the top fi ve spots were taken 
by small models, a bit of a change from 
the gargantuan models usually seen. Joe 
Williams (PA) won with 1,013 seconds 
fl ying an Avenger, I believe.

As is their wont, the gas fl iers had a 
big day. Repeating yesterday’s bounty, 
Early 1/2A drew 15 fl iers, A NosGas had 
14, AB Classic 17, and C Gas had 7. 

There was never a dull moment 
on the fl ightline. Conditions 
on the day were demonstrated 
by the Early 1/2A scores.  No 

one maxed out and Keith 
Fulmer won with 331 

seconds, being trailed 
by Allan Vollmer (329 
seconds) and Brad 
Bane (319 seconds). 
Roger Erridge (MI) 
won A NosGas 

decisively 

with 818 seconds. Don DeLoach (CO, 
but deep in his heart still a Texan) took 
AB Classic in a hard, all-day slog with 
732 seconds and was closely trailed by 
Hank Sperzel (NE) with 678 seconds and 
Gilbert Robbins (IN) with 669 seconds. 
Jack Marsh (IN) won another close one in 
C Gas with 863 seconds.

Cargo provided Vic Nippert (NY) a 
great opportunity to rack up an astounding 
score of 2,046. Vic has won this event 
many times before. He is always a threat 
when there is a load to haul.  

Unfortunately, the catapult glider 
scores were not available at press time, 
but a good and large time was had by all. 
We’ll have those scores in tomorrow’s 
report.

I’d like to remind everybody of the 
NFFS cookout and raffl e at the farmhouse 
HQ this evening. This soiree is a lot of 
fun, so please try to attend. And buy 
some raffl e tickets; everything goes to the 
scholarship fund, a very worthy cause. 
Free food and beer! Do you need more 
convincing?

—David Mills

Free Flight
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Mark Hoffman (TX) was seen 
trimming his Burdov Coupe.

Photos by David Mills.
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Charlie Jones (OH) after a hard day fl ying 

F1B. He made the fl y-offs. 

Dan Berry (AR) gives a catapult glider tutorial.

Part of the crowd 
at the NFFS 
Annual Banquet 
at the Delaware 
Country Club. 
The food and 
fellowship were 
great. And no 
speeches!
  



Ed Hardin 
(TN) preps 
his Jimmie 
Allen 
Skokie.
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Canadian F1B fl ier launching his 
model hard. Note the wing fl ex, 
which is one of four international 
contestants in event.

Very arty fi eld storage rack seen between 
rounds. Modelers are clever people.
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