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RC Aerobatics

Day 1 of the 2015 RC Aerobatic Nats was as smooth 
as silk. A very special thanks goes to Event Director 
Bob Kane and his staff for making this possible 

with all the variations and challenges they had to overcome. 
Oddly, even the sun was a challenge for the 8 a.m. start. 
The weather cooperated and by day’s end excellent weather 
conditions gave promise to an even better Tuesday.

Mike Gaishin: Mike was the fi rst pilot in the air to begin 
the 2015 RC Aerobatic Nats. We are probably most familiar 
with Mike from his fabulous contra drive system that he and 
Brenner Sharp have developed and continue to improve. 
Now for a little of the rest of Mike’s story ... 

Mike, an engineer by trade, got involved in RC in the early 
1970s. He was employed by Heath Kit. Remember that 
company? He was in charge of development of transmitters 
and servos. Mike actually holds two patents for RC from 
those years. 

One of Mike’s challenges when he was beginning to fl y 
RC was the landing. To solve that problem, Mike designed 
a parachute for his .60-size Ugly Stik. When the time came 
to land, Mike would deploy the parachute and the Ugly Stik 
would fl oat to the ground. During those early years, Mike 
also designed a self-contained fueling system called a Pit Pak. 
If you had a Pit Pak, you had everything you needed to get 
your airplane in the air. 

Fast-forwarding to the present, Mike owns a successful 
manufacturing company that makes a variety of products 
ranging from aerospace and medical technology to 
lawnmowers and, of course, contra drives. 

From his days with Heath Kit to the present, Mike was 
also very successful as a “ball driller.” Did you know bowling 
balls are not symmetrically balanced? The center of the ball 
is not where it balances, so when you drill the fi nger holes, 
they need to be in a very precise place for the best in the 
world to get the proper hook/curve on the ball as it rolls 
down the alley. 

A smile came across Mike’s face when he was talking 
about his current aerobatic airplane. I love to build,” he 
beamed and talked about his scratch-built Integer. Yes, it has 
a contra drive system.

Bud Garric is not a name most of us are familiar with, unless 
you live in northern California. Bud was a driving force for 
RC Aerobatics in the 1970s. He was building and repairing 
and offering help to all the newcomers in those years. Frank 
Cappone and many of his “Nor Cal” friends decided to name 
one of their best Aerobatics contests after Bud. With another 
Nor Cal resident, Jon Brummel, participating it was an easy 
transition to have shirts, one of which Frank proudly wore 
today on the fi rst day of our Nats.

Fathers and sons: Peter Collinson was sitting near Danny 
Landis on Site 1. Next to each of them were Frank Collinson 
and Richard Landis, a pair of fathers and sons who have been 
regulars for many years. Other father-and-son pairs were also 
within easy view of these two. So pictures started fl ashing 
for team after team of father-and-son pilots at the 2015 
Nats. Among them were:
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Frank and Peter Collinson.

Photos by the author.
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More fathers and sons will follow in tomorrow’s NatsNews.

Essence: Several new airplanes were introduced during the 
2015 Nats. Joey Hayes came with his wife, Kelly, and Pebbles. 
Kelly said she is Joey’s “Proud Caller.” Along with Kelly and 
Pebbles, Joey brought BJ Craft’s newest addition, adding to 
his list of very successful aerobatic airplanes. 

The Essence has a very deep fuselage that Joey says makes 
knife-edge effortless with the larger side area. The large 
fuselage also presents very well and the additional drag helps 
for constant speeds. The Essence is an electric-only airplane. 
After 60 fl ights in the last two weeks, he says it is better 
in the wind and it locks in better for every maneuver. The 
Essence is worth getting to know better.

The Allures were out in force at Site 1. At the end of day 
one, Allures were sitting in the fi rst three places. There is 
much more information about the Allure on YouTube if you 
search for CK Aero.

Richard and Danny Landis.

Mark and Adam Mendonca.

Jim and Matt Kimbro.

Essence is worth gggettinggg to know better.
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Scoring: After your fl ight is over, the judges’ score sheets 
go to the tabulation center, or the “Whale,” as the trailer is 
affectionately called. Evelyn Jesky and Jacob Tacco, our two 
“runners” (actually they are in golf carts) get the score sheets to 
our lightning-fast tabulators, Leslie Hochhalter and Linda Jesky. 
Yes, Evelyn is a third-generation Jesky after Tim and Linda, aka 
grandma and grandpa, and Uncle Andrew, who is getting ready 
to fl y in the World Championships in Switzerland next month.

Our fi rst day of competition was very smooth. 
Behind the scenes, making our days fl ow smoothly, 
is Wayne Yeager. Wayne is responsible for all RC 
competitions during the 2015 Nats. If you see Wayne, 
be sure to thank him. He will spend 33 days this 
summer during all of the RC competition.

Finally, a small quiz: What kind of 
a switch is this?

—Jim Quinn
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