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A special thank-you to members of AMA s
Flight Support Team. Our community
partners recognize that AMA onsite events
bring thousands of visitors during the flying
season who spend dollars in our community.
Their generous donations help AMA continue
to host the many competition events held
annually, and in turn, AMA promotes and
encourages our members to look for and
support members of the Flight Support Team.




RC PRECISION
AEROBATICS

The third day: For the FAI pilots, the third day gets more intense.
The field is pared down somewhat from days one and two and a
new sequence, the F sequence, is flown. They are now flying in
front of five judges, not the three they had on days one and two.
Today will set the stage for the finals tomorrow. If the pilots

have had anything in reserve from the four rounds of P-11, today is
the time to go the extra distance. Half of today’s pilots will not be
flying tomorrow.

Midairs: Our special thoughts are with the four pilots involved in
midairs on Wednesday. It is a tribute to all of the Nats pilots
watching how willing so many were to share when other pilots had
a need for another airplane, offering even their own airplanes so
the midaired pilots could still fly in the finals. You guys are great!

Score 10s!
—Jim Quinn

Thursday morning's flightline.
Sandy Frank photo.

Getting the last day of RC Precision
Aerobatics started. Frank photo.

Frank photo.



MY FIRST RC AIRPLANE

Take special notice of how young many of these pilots were when they started flying

and how “uninformed” many
were about aerobatic flying when
they entered their first contests.

Andrew Jesky: I was seven when I started flying RC
with a Sig Senior three-channel airplane. I landed on
my first flight without ever looking at the airplane. It
was about 10 flights later when my instructor finally
told me to look at the airplane. He thought I’d get too
scared if I looked at the airplane at first.

Some years later Bob Kane asked if he could take
me to a contest in Kentucky. I was flying a 4 Star 40.
Although I didn’t do all that great at that contest, I was
hooked. My first Nats was in 2000 with my brother,
Joseph’s, USA Star. I came back the next two years
with a Prophecy and won Advanced then Masters and
you know the rest of the story.

Photos by Jim Quinn.

Danny Landis: |
was five when |
started flying RC
with an Ugly Stick.
It had a Rossi 61
with a tuned pipe. I
sat on my dad’s lap
and my thumbs
were on top of his,
then on the sticks
with his guidance,
and finally I could
fly on my own. I
entered my first
contest the next
year in Shirley,
Long Island, New
York, and won.

It was natural for me to fly since my dad, Richard, and his dad,
Harvey, were also great RC pilots. I also fly the family Cessna 182 in
which I soloed on my 16th birthday and got my ticket on my 17th
birthday.

I am currently a commercial and instrument rated pilot. I am a CFI
and I have a seaplane rating. In RC I fly anything from my '2-ounce
Playmate to a 40% Extra with a four-cylinder engine. When I am not
flying my Passport or my Visa, [ am flying UAVs for our military. I do
the take offs and landings and someone else somewhere else actually
does the bulk of the flying.

Tony Frackowiak: I started with a Junior Falcon and a Golden Bee .049
engine. For $27.88 I purchased a Futaba system including the escapement! That
first flight was most successful for the airplane; it flew perfectly.

The radio, on the other hand, was a different story. I knew I should be
pushing the button once for right and twice for left turns, but nothing happened.
That first airplane never responded to even one radio command. It could still be
flying some place, I never saw it again.

My first successful flight was with a Falcon 56. I finished building a World
Engines semi-kit, installed a K&B35 green head, and actually had control of
this airplane so much so that I landed on my first flight and the engine was still
running.

In 1975 I went to a contest in Lockport, New York. I slept in the back of my
pickup and woke up the next morning at the field, but there was no one there
from that club. Finally another guy and I decided we’d start flying ourselves
about 9:00 when one of the club members came racing into the facility and

promptly announced that no flying goes on here until 11:00.

I did finish second at that contest. One of my all-time favorite aerobatic airplanes was my 1989 Fyg-Leaf biplane designed by
Ken Bonnema. I won the Nats that year and went on to fly in the World Championships with that same airplane.

I am very grateful for all I’ve seen and all the places I’ve been able to visit thanks to RC Aerobatics. I am so pleased to watch the
development of the F3A airplanes.




Chip Hyde: For my fourth birthday my dad bought
me a Lanier Slow Comet. In about a month I was
able to take that airplane off with a World Engines
single stick transmitter and an O.S. .35 giving it the
power.

My dad would not let me fly on my own for a
whole year until I turned five. That year I entered
my first two contests and took first place in both.

One of my all-time favorite airplanes—after the
Visa, of course—was the Dalotal. It had one of the
first soft mounts. I won the F3A Nats with that
airplane in 1984.

Jason Shulman: I started flying when I was seven and entered my
first contest that same year. My first landing at that contest was
probably a half-mile away. I had thousands of flights on that Top
Flight Head Master. Of course, my dad taught me to fly RC, even
though his earliest success came as a Control Line pilot.

I was lucky that my grandfather was working for Top Flight
at the time because it seemed like we would go through box after box
of those wooden props. My dad finally decided it was time I learned
to change my own props, which actually helped me learn how to land
better and not break so many.

Arch Stafford: I was four-and-a-half when I flew my Ace Alpha, a
three-channel airplane with a Cox .09 and an Ace Silver Seven single-
stick radio. My dad taught me and since there was no buddy box back
then, he had to kneel behind me for assistance.

I flew my first contest with a Great Planes Cherokee when I was
10. I came in sixth out of 15 in Novice. I have another Cherokee now
and my son will fly his first contest using the new ARF version of the
Cherokee.

Later I was flying a Viper with a 1.20 powerhouse. My first Nats
was in 1998, but I was plagued by radio problems, especially when I
lost an elevator servo. I had over 2,200 flights on my Black Magic
VF3 when I recently retired it. It had to be one of my best and favorite
airplanes of all time.

Brett Wickizer: I started at the age of nine with an LT 40 that my dad
built. It crashed so often that the fuselage looked like it came out of a
pretzel factory. I never actually got to solo that LT 40. I finally soloed
on an Advanced 40.

One of my favorite airplanes in those years was the Balsa Nove 40. |
flew some 3-D and some big airplanes, but I always knew I needed to
be in Pattern if my flying was to improve. Thanks to people like Don
Ramsey I was inspired to try F3A Precision Aerobatics and knew I was
where I belonged.

Brett’s dad, Mike, is his biggest supporter. Mike likened it to, “If I
owned a race horse I’d need to find a jockey.” If you’ve ever seen Brett
fly you know Mike found the right jockey!




Jerry Budd: I was living in a small town of 900 in Nebraska
when [ was 13. All I could do was to read about radio control in
magazines and dream about it. Finally, I got an Ace RC Dick’s
Dream. It started with a PeeWee .020, but as it gained weight
from less graceful landings, I finally changed the engine to a
Golden Bee .049.

I would play a round of golf and then fly the RC airplane at
that same golf course. We formed an RC club with three people
and our local grocery story became a Sig dealer with one shelf of
his store dedicated to RC modeling.

I had a Sig Cadet and a Cougar with a .45 and a tuned pipe.
The 1979 Nats was in Lincoln, Nebraska, so I went. I had never
seen a contest before, nor had I ever seen a Pattern airplane. I
built a Skyglass Vertigo II with an O.S. .60 and Goldbeg retracts.
That plane took off, climbed to altitude, leveled off, and
continued straight. It was perfectly trimmed and so it could have
flown for miles. I never saw it again.

I was so excited to see the actual people whom I had only seen
before in pictures in magazines. At the pilots’ meeting at that Nats
I asked Dave Brown the question about rolling first or starting
high to do an outside loop. Dave said it was rolling first,
according to the rule book.

As a college student at the time, I had memorized the rule book
and so I told Dave it was not in the rule book. A discussion
ensued until no one could find any mention o how to start the
outside loop in the rule book anywhere.

Since I didn’t have the maneuvers memorized, one of the other
pilots asked if I would like him to stand behind me and call the
maneuvers loudly enough for the judges to hear. Normally the
pilot would do this himself. I said I would like the help and that
started a two-year discussion as to whether or not a pilot can have
a caller.

I started building soft mounts in 1988 to fill a need in the RC
community. That next year I sold more than $4,000 worth of
material in Toledo and later Sullivan bought me out. With the
advent of the Internet I have been able to get back onto offering a
few products online to customers all over the world.

Wednesday's
judges hard at
work.

George Asteris: I was in my 30s when I started to fly. My
first RC airplane was a Falcon 56. I had to teach myself how
to fly since there was no one around who knew any more
than I did about flying RC.

Needless to say there were a few crashes in those early
days. Finally, there was a place for RC pilots to fly, but it
was over an hour away from my house. It was there that I
met the young, 18-year-old Andre Bouchard. It only took that
first four point roll that he did so well to get me hooked.

I built and flew a Kaos and then a Dirty Birdie, but by the
1980s I was designing and building my own airplanes. There
are still some Omens that I designed flying today.

One great flying day I was having such a good time flying
my Falcon 56 I forgot about the time and it ran out of fuel. It
was also down wind at the time (where else?) and so it
landed away from the school yard where I was flying. I
finally found it in someone’s back yard next to a lawn
mower.

As I began to retrieve my airplane a man came out of the
house and ordered me not to touch the airplane because it
almost hit him. He was going back inside to call the police.
As he went inside, I grabbed that airplane and ran as fast as [
could.




Stephen Byrd: I attended my first Nats when [ was six weeks
old. I can’t tell you much about that year. I started flying when I
was four. During a fight I would see something else that
interested me so I would put the transmitter down and walk away.
One of my older brothers or my dad would have to scramble to
get the transmitter and recover the airplane while I wandered off
on some new adventure.

I still own that Cadet Senior and intend to start teaching my
son to fly using the same airplane. Luckily for me my dad owned
a hobby shop in Fort Worth, Texas, for more than 15 years.

My first Pattern airplane was a Kaos. I flew at Todd Blose’s
contest in Waco when I was 10. The Shazham remains one of my
favorite airplanes of all time. My first Nats was in 2002 where 1
flew Intermediate.

David Snow: I was 10 and the airplane was a Falcon 56 with
ailerons. I learned to land first and take off second. My dad and I
were learning together, but my dad was a little ahead of me. So
he would take off my airplane and then go fly his own. When it
was time for me to land he would land first and then come and
help me land.

I went to my first contest in 1980, but had a crash due to a
radio failure. I flew a Typo in the 1985 Nats in Westover,
Massachusetts. I came in first in my first Nats. I won Masters in
2004. I have Nats trophies ranging from first to sixth. I was a
judge for the 1989 team selection when one of the pilots was
Tony Frackoviak.

Riley Kissenberth: It took me a long time to save $500 but I was
able to by my first RC airplane at the age of 10. It was a complete
package including transmitter and receiver. I landed on that first
flight, but only took off for the first time on my second flight.

I was flying an Extreme Flight Yak SOcc which got me hooked on
Aerobatics. I wanted something more precise so my dad and I settled
on an Integral. I just got a Spark, but need more time to grove it in
before I start flying it at contests.

I am also very interested in F3P. I’ve flown in the last two Electric
Tournament of Champions contests. I really want to excel in flying.

I also have a glider solo and I am flying a Cessna 172. [
hope to be a commercial pilot and fly for some company like Fed Ex.

Joseph Szczur: I started when I was 5 with an Alpha 40. I did
more flying on the simulator and then my dad taught me using a
buddy cord.

I was flying at the Farm Club contest when the wings folded
on that Alpha and we never found the fuselage. I flew in the
2008 Nats in Intermediate. In 2009 I flew FAI with an Angel S
and this year I am flying Advanced with my dad’s Passport.




SCORES AND STANDING

Please note: Scores are unofficial until
tabulation is confirmed.

Intermediate Pattern

Advanced Pattern

1 KEITH L HOARD 0 3973.6136 COLLIERVILLE TN
2 CHARLES SIMMONS 0] 3958.112 CHARLOTTE NC
3 RENE GREBE 0] 3913.9195 CEDAR PARK TX
4 MARK T CAREY 0 3890.6767 NEWELL NC
5 ANTHONY M CLARIDGE 0] 3885.1427 CEMTREVILLE VA
& HOUSTON D SCHWEITZER J 3876.1855 VALPARAISO FL
7 JOSEPH PECK 0] 3727.9015 POUND RIDGE NY
8 DONALD M MAMNSON 0] 3516.1763 MCLEAN VA
9 DOUGLAS F HARVEL 0] 3457.7097 FOREST MS
10 MICHAEL W PLUMMER 0] 2917.0921 NICEVILLE FL
11 ROBERT F BURNETT o] 2751.2695 HERNDON VA
12 THOMAS L STENNIS 0 1397.3765 OCEAN SPRINGS M5
F3A Pattern
1 ANDREW R JESKY (0] 2000 MONROE Ml
2 GORDON D HYDE 0 1995.74 TUCSON AZ
3 JASON A SHULMAN 0 1982.94 LAKE MARY FL
4 MARK E LESEBERG o] 1955.24 WASHINGTON uT
5 DAVID K LOCKHART ] 1953.7 MEDFORD NJ
& CHAD NORTHEAST FO 1950.42 CALGARY
7 BRETT M WICKIZER 0 1931.47 THE WOODLANDS X
8 DONALD ] SZCZUR 0 1924.47 CHANTILLY VA
9 PETER A COLLINSON 0 1892.94 WILMINGTON NC
10 MICHAEL B KLEIN 0 1870.93 SHAKER HEIGHTS OH
11 MATTHEW KIMBRO 0 1831.85 VISALIA CcA
12 DANIEL R LANDIS o] 1829.66 NEW CITY NY
13 ALBERT C GLENN (0] 1821.92 MEMPHIS TN
14 TODD A BLOSE 0] 1811.64 WACO TX
15 ANDRE ] BOUCHARD (0] 1790.46 KATY TX
16 MARK P ATWOOD 0 1782.21 AURORA OH
17 KENMETH G VELEZ 0 1769.58 CANANDAIGUA NY
18 BRYAN P HEBERT Q 1762,.81 DENHAM 5PGS LA
19 WILLIAM C AHRENS 0 1749.07 SAINT LOUIS MO
20 EARL J HAURY 0 1726.45 KATY X
998 STEPHEN H LELITO 0 DNF WENDELL MA
998 MICHAEL S HARRISON 0 DNF HOT SPRINGS AR
998 ROMALD S BARR 0 DNF KINGWOOD T
998 JAMES R KIMBRO o] DNF VISALIA CA
998 SEAN M MCMURTRY o] DNF MOORE 0K
998 DEREK L KOOPOWITZ (0] DNF OAKLAND CA
998 HARRY W ELLS (0] DNF COBOURG
998 GEORGE R HICKS (0] DNF POOLER GA
998 PAUL G VILLARRUBIA (0] DNF AUSTIN ™
998 CAMERON R SMITH (0] DNF CUMMING GA
998 MARCELQO D COLOMBOQO Q DNF BSAS
998 NEDIM BEK FO DNF CALGARY
998 XAVIER MOURAUX FO DNF LAVAL
998 BRANDON C LANDRY S DNF BATON ROUGE LA
998 JULIO APAZA 0 DNF LIMA
998 CESAR NAVARRO 0 DNF LIMA
998 COLIN CHARIANDY FO DNF MISSISSAUGA

1 RILEY B KISSENBERTH 5 3996.709 LONG VALLEY NJ
2 JOSEPH A SZCZUR J 3977.476 CHANTILLY VA
3 WILLIAM B CLEMMONS 0 3860.462 DENHAM SPRINGS LA
4 ROBERT J CONDRA (s} 3826.113 INDIANAPOLIS IN
5 GEORGE L MILLER 0 3790.382 LAKE CHARLES LA
6 ADAM J MENDONCA 5 3787.582 5PRING TX
7 VICTOR A DIAZ 0 3773.581 COVINGTON GA
& LARRY L KAUFFMAN 0 3772.92 MANASSAS VA
9 ANDREW W TAYLOR ] 3763.54 WASHINGTON uT
10 KENNETH M ALEXANDER 0 3749.889 DUBLIN OH
11 ETHAN CHARIANDY Fl 3690.667 MISSISSAUGA
12 TIM R TIPTON 0 3634.638 BROKEN ARROW QK
13 EDWIN M MANSON 5 3607.278 MCLEAN VA
14 JOSEPH E ZEIGENFUS 0 3595.865 EGG HARBOR TOWMSHIP NJ
15 CARLOS M BARRERA 0 3480.881 CONROE ™
16 JAMES D WILLING 0 3390.594 BRANCHPORT NY
17 GLEN A SHEPHERD 0 3196.493 FRISCO TX
Masters Pattern
1 ANTHONY J FRACKOWIAK O 4000 ROSAMOND CA
2 STEPHEN T BYRD 0 3994.09 FORT WORTH ™
3 ARCH ] STAFFORD 0 3986.7 LEXINGTON PK MD
4 IERRY BUDD o 3953.52 LANCASTER CcA
5 DAVID F SNOW Q 3951.91 PALATINE IL
6 GEORGE ASTERIS Q 3917.35 CONWAY sC
7 CHRISTOPHER D ODOM 0 3910.18 LAKELAND FL
8 MARCIO A JORGE 0] 3884.09 MARIETTA GA
9 MICHAEL ] MUELLER 0 3849.59 HOFFMAN ESTATES IL
10 VERNE L KOESTER 0 3835.69 LIVONIA Ml
11 DALE S ARNOLD Q 3804.2 HUNTERSVILLE NC
12 BRENNER M SHARP 0 3798.67 BRIDGMAN MI
13 JOSEPH M LACHOWSKI 0] 3781.35 BRIDGEWATER NJ
14 GARY R COURTNEY o] 3762.18 HUNTSVILLE AL
15 ROBERT G SATALINO 0 3748.99 HOFFMAN ESTATES IL
16 EDWARD E ALT 0 3731.65 RANDOLPH N
17 BRIAN W YOUNG 0 3703.74 TULSA OK
18 JOHN D FUQUA 9] 3693.91 CRESTVIEW FL
19 STEVE A MILLER 0] 3679.8 ELMA NY
20 JOE A DUNNAWAY 0] 3573.32 GREAT BEND KS
21 ANTHONY T ROMANO 0 3519.17 OSSINING NY
22 CHRISTOPHER 1 MOON o] 3509.83 ALDIE VA
23 KEN KAUT 0 3467.32 JENKS OK
24 DONALD R RAMSEY 9] 3456.97 CONROE ™
25 MICHAEL LOSARDO 0 3456.71 SCHAUMBURG IL
26 JON A LOWE 0] 3392.56 MADISON AL
27 RICHARD T WALLACE 0 3366.33 TOMS RIVER NI
28 DAVID JOHNSTONE 0 3338.85 EDGEWOOD KY
29 LAWRENCE W AUER 0 3310.03 PALATINE IL
30 ROBERT E KANE 0] 3232.18 WYANDOQTTE MI
31 EUGENE VILLA 0] 3221.09 SKOKIE IL
32 RONALD E VAN PUTTE 0 2887.59 FT WALTON BCH FL







