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Waking up to rain is never a pleasant 
experience while at the Nats. Th at is how 
Monday morning began. Talking with 
Bob Kane in the breakfast area of the 
motel, he wasn’t too confi dent in an early 
morning meeting with his site director, 
Tim Jesky, to paint some lines. Th e rains 
did let up, however, and the lines were 
painted and fl ying started promptly at 9.

Mark Atwood is no 
stranger to our annual 
national competition. 
We know Mark well 
from the herculean job 
he has been doing as 
Team Manager, raising 
funds to send our team 
to South Africa next 
month. Along with his 
fundraising activities 
he is doing a fantastic job guiding his son, Sean, through the Advanced sequence. 
Switching from Site 1 to Site 4 to Site 3 kept Mark and Sean busy all morning.

Th ere was enough time, however, for Mark to be our fi rst pilot in the air for 2013.

At the young age of 14, Jon Bruml scratch-built 
his fi rst RC airplane from plans. Th at purple and 
green airplane led the way to amazing things for 
Jon’s future. His fi rst aerobatic airplane, a Kaos, was 
soon to follow, although it didn’t stay around too 
long. It was off  to college and leaving his hometown 
of Cleveland for the Big Apple. On E 25th and 2nd  
streets, Jon convinced his future wife, Lisa, it would 
be a good idea to use his apartment for building 
RC airplanes. Amazingly, Lisa agreed and started 
building and fl ying. 

Jon’s NSRCA number is the very low 236. By 1989 
and a move to California and two children and a 
variety of other life issues, Jon and Lisa stopped 
fl ying all together. It wasn’t until 2010 that Jon 
fi nally found his way back to RC. Jon does a great 
job as the advertising manager for NSRCA. More 
than that, however, all the terrifi c shirts we see 
for sale to support our world team are generously 
donated by several sponsoring businesses whose 
names we see on the shirts, but what we don’t see is 
that Jon’s business has made a substantial donation 
to produce all these products FREE of CHARGE! 
Jon has been fl ying up a storm in California and 
brings his fl ying skills to AMA’s International 
Aeromodeling Center for the fi rst time.
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Another RC business that has 
contributed much to our team is Contra 
Drive sponsored by Brenner Sharp and 
Mike Gaishin. One of the company’s 
Contra Drive systems has been donated to 
be auctioned off  at Wednesday’s banquet.

One of the support staff  who is new for 
2013 is Makayla Weyland who is running 
our scores from Sites 1 and 3. Makayla’s 
mom works at Headquarters. Th ere is a 
lot of driving from the sites to scoring and 
back again and again. If you see Makayla, 
give her a well-deserved thank-you.
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Echo

At this year’s Nats we see planes, pilots, and a goodly 
number of pets. Planes, pilots, and pets.

Today we’ll introduce seven pets. Tomorrow we’ll 
introduce the pet guardians for each pet. Anyone who 
gets all pet guardians matched correctly with all the pets 
qualifi es for a very special prize.

Here are the pets.

Oliver 

Cyrus

Pablo

Louie, 
Haddie, 

and Obie
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Ryan Smith has been 
absent from the Nats for 
the past fi ve years. He’s back 
this year fl ying Quique 
Somenzini’s new design, 
the Splendor. It is powered 
by one of E-fl ite’s newest 
entries into the electric 
motor world, the E-180. 
Th e Splendor has very short 
wings, only roughly 70 
inches, so it does extremely 
well on rolling maneuvers. 
What Ryan likes best about 
Quique’s new model is its 
constant speed.

Ron Van Putte and John Fuqua 
have been coming to the Nats 
together since 1983. Not being 
the youngest pilots in the Masters 
competition, and not winning 
their class in several years, one 
might ask why they keep coming 
year aft er year? Ron says he wants 
to beat just two other pilots, while 
John’s goal is to make it into just 
one more fi nals. More than that, 
however, they say it is just fun to 
be here. 

Th ey will see many friends 
whom they will only see here. 
Th ey love sharing stories with old 
friends. Ron says he has been to 
every Nats in Muncie and John 
has missed just one or two. Th ese 
two great friends have traveled 
to contests for more than 50,000 
miles in John’s old truck and have 
spent the past 15 years coming to 
the Nats in Ron’s van. Th ese old 
friends capture the real spirit of 
our national competition.
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District X Vice President Lawrence Tougas takes 
time to peruse NatsNews. Jenni Orebaugh photo.
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The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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