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Sadly, more than a third of our FAI 
pilots will not be fl ying with us on 
Wednesday. The fi eld of 34 has 

been cut down to 20 semifi nalists. Of those 
20, only eight will remain for a fi nal day 
of fl ying on Thursday. The P-15 sequence 
is over and the F-15 sequence is what the 
remaining 20 pilots will fl y on Wednesday. 

The Masters class is still at full force 
for Wednesday, but these pilots will also 
be reduced to a fi nal eight for Thursday’s 
competition. Looking at the grouping of 
Masters pilots, it is still anyone’s guess who 
those fi nal eight will be.

Site 4 is electric! After four rounds 
and 4,000 scored points less than 0.001 
points separates the fi rst two pilots in 
Intermediate. There are also several other 
pilots not far behind. No certitudes can 
be had looking over those scores and 
Advanced is not much different. Although 
the scores in Advanced have a little larger 
points spread, when you consider 4,000 
points will be a fi nal tally, anything can and 
possibly will happen among the Advanced 
pilots as well. Frequent trips to Site 4 to 
check out the action is a must.

Please remember, however, that each 
pilot who fl ies in our Nats deserves a great 
deal of credit just simply for being here to 
participate. Although not every pilot prefers 
to “eat nails” after his/her fi rst fl ight, it is 
not easy for anyone who fl ies this week. 
Congratulations to every pilot who has 
fl own this week.

It is time to fuel up the pilots themselves 
before we get to fueling the airplanes. 
In one of the photos, Peter Collison, a 
longtime favorite here at our RC Aerobatic 
Nats, is taking a few minutes for a healthy 
breakfast to sharpen his mental alertness for 
round three.

Sadness fell over Site 1 early Tuesday 
morning. Two of the fi nest members of the 
AMA/NSRCA had a midair. As soon as the 
planes hit, each pilot turned to the other 
and apologized. Not counting the thousands 
of dollars spent or the countless hours of 
building, trimming, and practicing, there 
is no true replacement for a loss like that. 
If you would like to picture true friendship 
and grace, don’t close your eyes. Just look 
at this picture of Mark Atwood and Ken 
Velez, two of the fi nest people you will ever 
meet. Our profound sympathy to each of 
you for your losses.

The black veil that hung over Site 1 after 
the midair was lifted in the afternoon by 
another fi rst-time Nats pilot. This time it 
was a Masters pilot, Sean Mersh (cover 
photo). Sean grew up in Europe and didn’t 
move to the US until he was 28. By the age 
31, however, he had joined the U.S. Navy 

where he spent the next 32 years—almost 
16 years was spent at sea aboard aircraft 
carriers.

Sean’s Wind S Pro is a far cry from the 
F-18s he worked on while in the Navy. 
Actually, while at sea, however big aircraft 
carriers are, they are no place for RC 
fl ying. How did he like his fi rst Nats fl ight? 
His responses included “Nerve-racking,” 
“My knees were shaking,” and “It was 
fabulous.”

“The weather was perfect, the people are 
all great, and this is the best place ever for 
RC fl ying! What’s not to like?”

The fi rst year 
Brenner Sharp 
and Mike Gaishin 
came to the Nats 
with their contra-
rotating propeller 
system it seemed 
a novelty item. No 
one thought it would 
last. Now it almost 
seems a necessity. 
Since that humble 
beginning airplanes 
are currently 
specially designed 
to accommodate 
their contra-rotating 

propeller-drive system. The system is 
constantly being studied and improved in 
very subtle ways to make a great product 
even better. Although CRP Systems LLC 
is a young company, it certainly has a very 
bright future. Check this amazing system 
out online.

Peter Collison.

Ken Velez and Mark Atwood.
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Insight R/C is another of the modelers’ businesses that 
keeps us fl ying. Mark Hunt is the third of four generations 
of modelers. Erwin Hunt was a very competitive Control 
Line stunt pilot who passed the passion on to his son, Neil, 
who passed the RC Aerobatics gene on to his son, Mark, 
and now Matthew is getting the benefi t of all of them. 

Insight R/C came from the necessity of getting better 
and better aerobatic airplanes without breaking the 
bank. From kit crunching to master designing, Mark’s 
designs are world famous. He has done design work for 
some of the best RC pilots in the world. Beginning with 
proven designs for inspiration in his early days, Mark 
has designed airplanes that have competed in World 
Championships. He has many kits in his inventory or 
he can design anything you can draw on a napkin! His 

Remora design began on one such napkin drawing. You can 
check out his designs online.

Now let’s meet more of the Nats staff who are making week 
so easy. Site 3 has two “new” staffers. Jeff Hill, a former Nats 
event director himself, is new again as the Site Director along 
with Richard Lewis, his line chief.

Could Site 1 ever run without Tim Jesky? Not quite as 
long running as Bobby Stout on Site 4, Tim has been doing a 
superior job on Site 1 for many years. This year he is joined by 
none other than Albert Glenn. What a powerhouse that team is!

Let’s meet two gentlemen who bring 
us cold drinks, set up our sun shelters, 
paint our lines, set out our 150-meter 
poles, and so much more. The next 
time you see that Dodge Ram truck 
delivering ice water to your site, be sure 
to thank Josh Green and Greg Messer 
(next page).

By the end of Wednesday, National 
Champions will be fi nalized for 
Intermediate and Advanced and only 16 
pilots will be left to fl y on Thursday for 
the Masters and FAI Championships. 
Among those FAI fi nalists will be four 
new team members and one alternate, 
one of who will be our second ever 
Junior (18 and younger) team member 
who will represent us at the 2015 World 
Championship in Switzerland.

—Jim Quinn

Jeff Hill and Richard Lewis.

Mark Hunt.

Tim Jesky and Al Glenn.
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Josh Green and Greg Messer.
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What are these two people 
doing? They look as though 
they are at a tennis match 
in slow motion, but they are 
looking up into the sky.

Yes, they are looking at their son, 
Grayson Pritchett in his fourth round.

While looking at the pilot, 
you can’t help but notice 
his caller. Andrew Jesky has 
fi nished third in the last two 
World Championships. He is 
a multiple Nats Champion! 
What does he choose to do 
on his “free” afternoon? 
Go off-site and practice for 
the F-15 sequence he will 
fl y tomorrow? Spend the 
afternoon relaxing? Just 
get away from it all? No!
He is out helping a fi rst 
timer! Thanks Andrew. You 
represent us well.
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The Harry A. Koch Co.
Insurance & Financial Consultants
Member of First Insurance Group, LLC

1101 McGalliard Rd, Muncie, IN 47303

Don’t Worry. We’ll Cook Tonight.

Great Italian,
 made
 Fresh 

and 
Affordable. 

The Nats is proudly sponsored by



District X Vice President Lawrence Tougas.


