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To view daily scores of the competi ti on, visit 
www.nsrca.us and click on the Nats 2012 tab.
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AS YOU READ this we will be 
setting up for Glider Camp. Nine days 
of Soaring at a great location should 
give us all plenty of opportunity to 

match our skills against the competition and the weather. We’ll 
also renew friendships and get a look at some of latest soaring 
innovations. We expect to head home with memory banks full, and 
more than enough Vitamin D.

Most of us will arrive Friday, July 27, and begin to fi ll the AMA 
site with long, slender wings. I expect the boxes, trailers, and shiny 
high-tech toys will draw some curious stares in hotel hallways and 
parking lots. The competition starts Saturday and runs through 
Sunday, August 5. There will be fi ve different competitions:

Saturday and Sunday, July 28-29 
 • RES Sailplane 
 • Nostalgia Thermal 
 • Cross Country
Monday and Tuesday, July 30-31
  •Thermal Soaring Two Meter 
 • HL Thermal Soaring
Wednesday through Friday, August 1-3
 • Thermal Soaring Unlimited
Saturday and Sunday, August 4-5
 • F3J Thermal Soaring

We will explain these as we go through them, providing photos 
and a good account of the action for those who can’t be here. 
Assisted by my son behind the camera, I will be fi lling in for our 
regular NatsNews reporter Gordon Buckland. Gordon is coaching 
the US Junior F3J team, headed for the World Championships 
in South Africa. You can follow the strong US team at www.
teamusaf3j.com, where the competitors are making regular blog 
updates.

Here in Muncie, the weather for Saturday’s lead off looks perfect 
for a brilliant morning display of the open-wing structures of the 
old Nostalgia and new RES planes. There won’t be much wind 
stressing the built-up wings. But it will be in the high 80s! Keep 
cool with lots of fl uids and don’t forget the suncreen. NN

* Today’s Soaring images are from the 2011 Nats season taken by 
Gordon Buckland.

Soaring Begins Saturday
Today’s Events:

No events

RC Soaring Tim Gess reporti ng.
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OUR FOURTH and fi nal day of competition has a different sound 
and feel to it. Many of us have gone home, some with awards, 
others with pleasant memories of friendships renewed and priceless 
experiences that can only be had by actually fl ying in our National 
competition here at the AMA International Aeromodeling Center. 

Today, our fi nal day, has only 16 competitors left. There are 
eight Masters and eight FAI pilots who will fl y four more rounds 
to determine National Champions in both of those classes. Others 
have stayed in an offi cial capacity to act as judges, do sound checks, 
weigh and measure airplanes, and, of course, those dedicated 
women who have spent and continue to spend countless hours in a 
hot trailer tabulating the judges’ scores. 

Still, others have stayed just to watch and be awed by the level of 
skill these top pilots exhibit. We also have two new judges for the 
FAI fi nals. They sit away from the other 10 judges and are called 
“Zero” Judges.

Does the weather play a part in our Nats? Obviously, it does. We’ve 
had rain delays in getting to this fi nal day, but every earlier fl ight 
has been completed. 

Day four’s weather didn’t look the greatest, so an earlier than 
average starting time was agreed upon. More needed to happen 
on the FAI line than in previous days. Along with fl ying two more 
rounds of the F-13 sequence, there were two additional rounds 
of previously unknown sequences that were selected the evening 
before. 

Since no one had previously seen these two sequences fl own, 
demonstration pilots were needed to fl y these “unknowns” for the 
judges to familiarize them with the “look” of the new sequences. 
Along with the competition fl ights, two additional demonstration 
fl ights began each round of the unknowns for the judges. 

The degree of diffi culty in each set of sequences increases, giving 
the pilots more challenges and the judges more possibilities to 
observe each pilot’s skill level. Some maneuvers were quite simple, 
a Cuban 8, for example. Intermediate pilots do that maneuver. 
Yes, there is a full roll on the 45° downline, but what makes this a 
diffi cult maneuver is that it is all done on knife-edge! 

Advanced pilots do a Triangle Loop. It is even more diffi cult 
because there are two points of a four-point roll across the top of 
the triangle. Once again, however, the Triangle Loop selected for 
this unknown sequence is done on knife-edge with a knife-edge 
snap across the top.

Did I say wind? The fi nal round of unknowns was fl own in 
gusting wind conditions that would have grounded most pilots. 
Not one of the eight FAI fi nalists opted out of fl ying because of 
the wind. Were hats blown across the runway? Were the judges’ 
canopies threatening to go airborne? Were people leaning into the 
wind just to stand up straight? As a judge in that fi nal round, I know 
many pilots lost points because of gusty wind problems. Pilots are 
expected to “wind correct” maneuvers, but those winds were brutal. 

We have met some of the “tools of the trade” in earlier issues of 
NatsNews. We’ve met Andrew Jesky’s Proteus. We’ve met Randy 
Hicks’ TALON EXTREME. Today we will meet Bryan Hebert’s 
Alferma.

Bryan ranks at the top of everyone’s list as one of our greatest 
technical minds in RC competition design. Collaborating with 
one of the best pilots in the world, Brett Wickizer, can only 
exponentially increase the quality of the end product that these two 
minds put together. 

The Alferma began as a concept that Bryan and Brett 
were talking about when they returned from the 2009 World 
Championships in Portugal. The basic premise of the Alferma was 
that if it didn’t contribute to lift, it couldn’t be part of the design. 
Such things as fi xed gear were out because they don’t contribute to 
lift. So, the Alferma has retracts. 

It wasn’t until January of 2010 that plans were drawn up. One 
important consideration for this modern design was the increasing 
number of “rollers” in the FAI sequences. Bryan didn’t want to 
increase the speed of the airplane to compensate for the energy lost 
in rolling it. Modern power plants (glow or electric) have more than 
enough power to overcome any issue that drag presents. 

RC Aerobatics Comes to a Close

RC Aerobatics Jim Quinn reporti ng.



Alferma’s construction is basically a 
balsa model. To get the best and lightest 
balsa Bryan called Lone Star Balsa and said 
he was willing to pay 3 times the price and 
buy 2 times the quantity needed to build the 
prototype if they would select only he very 
best and lightest 1/16 balsa possible. Merle 
Hyde even made a custom mount for the YS 
engine used to power the Alferma, which 
only weighed 60 grams! 

All accessories, such as control horns, 
etc. were custom made from the lightest 
and strongest materials available. Alferma’s 
nose and chin cowl are composite, but most 
of the airplane is made of balsa-covered 
formers. More than $10,000 went into this 
prototype. Other design considerations were 
the ease of use and assembly of this very 
large biplane. 

At the end of the 2012 Nats the Alferma 

had a total of four competition fl ights. The 
only time Alferma was fl own in competition 
was on the fi nal day. 

Brett’s Euphoria was fl own earlier in the 
week. Less than two weeks before the Nats, 
the Alferma was not yet ready to debut in 
competition. It already had a second set of 
wings just weeks before, but it still didn’t 
have the right feel for Brett. Bryan designed 
and built a fi nal set of stabilizers which did 
the trick. Alferma was ready to compete. 

By the end of the Nats the Alferma had 
fewer than 25 total fl ights, an unheard of 
amount. Most competition airplanes are just 
getting dialed in at 25 to 50 fl ights—much 
less than being fl own in national level 
competition!

You will be able to purchase the Alferma 
from Jet Legend in the future, and it will be 
available in both glow and electric versions. 

Finally, I had to ask two questions. What 
does Alferma mean? Brett is a great fan of 
Formula 1 racing. Alferma is a composite of 
many of the Ferrari team members’ names. 
It is a unique word of Brett’s design. 
The other question: is the Alferma the best 
aerobatic airplane in the world? Bryan 
answered, “It is the very best aerobatic 
airplane in my world!” 

Brett’s answer was, “I haven’t fl own all 
the aerobatic airplanes in the world so I 
can’t say.” However you answer, Alferma is 
here to stay. 

Some of our newest airplanes have been 
introduced, fi nal fl ights have been fl own, 
and all that is left is to honor our newest 
National Champions. To begin, our event 
director, Archie Stafford, called us all 
together and handed out the awards.

RC Aerobatics Jim Quinn reporti ng.

Left : Our World Team going to South Africa 
in 2013 is: Andrew Jesky, Team Leader; 
Jason Shulman; Brett  Wickizer; Chip Hyde, 
Alternate; and Joseph Szczur, Junior.

Lastly, let me thank every one of our 2012 competitors. 
You are all National Champions by virtue of the fact that 
you have competed. A very special thanks goes to Scott 
Smith for his fantastic scoring program that allowed all 
of us at home to get scoring results so fast. 

Thanks to Archie and his entire team for making 
this such a smoothly run Nats. Thanks to Ron and Jan 
Morgan, to Al Williamson, our RC Manager, and Dave 
Guerin, our future Nats CD. 

Thanks also to the AMA staff members who produced 
these daily reports. Until the 2013 Nats, fl y all 10s and 
enjoy our fantastic models and enjoy even more our great 
friendships. NN

All of our fi nalist can be seen at our NSRCA website’s link to Nats 2012. Our Nati onal Masters Champion is Archie Staff ord. Our Nati onal FAI Champion is Andrew Jesky.
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