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Eaton Bryce, 
newcomer and winner 
of Advanced class.



RC Helicopters

RC Helicopter Nats Wrap-UpRC Helicopter Nats Wrap-Up
Tuesday was the fi nal day of the Heli 
Nats, closing out Precision Aerobatics 
and Scale. Mother Nature decided to 
grant us one perfect day of weather, with 
cool temperatures, sunny blue skies, and 
moderate winds. Th e standings did not 
change much but fl ight scores improved 
overall for most pilots. 

One of the coolest moments of the 
day occurred when the new Advanced 
champion, Eaton Bryce, used his young son 
and daughter as callers for his fi nal fl ight, 
and made them part of his great experience. 
Charles Anderson, along with newcomers 
Brian Shaw and Peter Bisbal, also improved 
their scores in every round, and although 
Charles and Brian topped the scoreboard, 
they were in the Provisional Flybarless 
class, which makes Peter Bisbal the new 
Sportsman class National Champion.

Results in Expert did not change much. 
Santiago Panzardi won the last round, but 
it was too late because Dennis Purduski 
became a repeat Expert champion by 
winning the fi rst six rounds. Congrats 

to this fi ne gentleman and friend from 
Mississippi.

Th ere were no surprises in F3C either. 
Dwight Shilling continued dominating the 
class and thus, for the fi rst time, became the 
F3C National Champion fl ying his electric-
powered Quest. Dwight fl ew some of his 
best fl ights in years with great consistency. 

Notable was Nob 
Muraki’s Provisional class 
fi rst place and second 
overall place using 
the new technology of 
electronic stabilizers in his 
fl ybarless machine. Nob’s 
achievement is extremely 
important because this 
technology will be merged 
with the legacy machines 
for next year’s rules. 

We also wondered if a 
gremlin infected the heli 
of Tim Diperi. His aircraft  
would either fl y without a 
hitch or put on a fi ght as it 
did on round six when it 
suddenly cut power four 
times during aerobatics. 

Tim’s last-round fl ight seemed uneventful 
until the next to last maneuver when the 
gremlins took over and helped the model 
into a crash. 

Th is year we were treated to four of 
the most beautiful Scale machines this 
reporter has seen in years. Stanley Kopreski 
resuscitated the 2012 crashed AH-1G Cobra 
as promised, and Paul Holland brought a ¼ 
scale beautiful Miss Claude OH-6A Cayuse 
with many, if not all, details made from 
scratch. Jon Martin entered a very detailed 
turbine-powered UH-1K Huey, and Eric 
Babineaux from Starwood Models entered 
a fi ne example of an AH-1S Cobra. Jon 
Martin’s Huey had engine problems and 
missed out on rounds two and three.

Eric not only earned the highest static 
score but also was the only entry to 
complete all three rounds of fl ying and 
therefore win the 2013 Scale championship. 
Paul and Stan did not complete the fi nal 
fl ying round and fi nished second and third 
respectively, and Jon’s Huey placed fourth. 
Congrats to all winners and thanks to our 
Scale judges John Wolfe, Mark Allen, and 
CD Darrell Sprayberry.

New National 
Champion, Dwight 
Shilling.

Nats Scale Champion 
Eric Babineaux and 

his Cobra.
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Th ose pilots who had not been here before were treated to 
witnessing the challenge that neither man nor beast dares to 
take on: fi nding disgusting food items that Dwight Shilling 
would not eat. Th e challengers arose with some novel items of 
gastronomic repulsion found in the aisles of Muncie grocery 
stores. 

Dwight proceeded to easily eat potted meat, wasabi paste 
in a tube, pickled cactus, and canned mackerel fi sh in tomato 
sauce, but the slimy, chewy consistency of the canned octopus 
made him ask for the wasabi to down the octopus in oil. Yuck! 
Congrats to Peter Bisbal for buying the octopus and therefore 
winning the Shilling food challenge.

Like the saying goes, all good things must come to an end, 
and so the 2013 AMA Helicopter Nationals closes another 
chapter. See you next year!

—Santiago Panzardi
reporter/photographer

Pickled cactus from 2008.

Potted meat.

Peter Bisbal’s can of octopus wins the 
challenge as the nastiest.

Dwight likes the wasabi paste.

Canned 
mackerel 
in tomato 

sauce.

Octopus in oil.
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Santiago Panzardi, Expert class runner-up. Expert class champion, Dennis Purduski.

Charles Anderson, fi rst place in Sportsman with a 
flybarless heli.

Nob  Muraki, F3C runner-up with a flybarless Raptor.

The Nats winners with CD Craig Bradley (right). A crazy bunch of guys with no sense of humor.
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Team Eaton at work.

CD Craig Bradley calls for Peter Bisbal.

Nob  Muraki.

Last F3C flight of the Nats, Tim Diperi.

Brian Shaw's 
heli on last 

round.
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Santiago Panzardi strikes a pose for the camera.
Then it’s time to get serious, but Craig Bradley has a 
diff erent idea in mind.

Kevin Kordell calls out 
a max landing score 
for Nob Muraki.

Tim Diperi's 
Predator 
fi nally bites 
the dust.
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Stanley Kopreski  
(right) consults with 

caller Paul Holland 
(left ).

Stanley Kopreski’s 
Cobra in flight.

Eric Babineaux 
prepares his 
Starwood 
Models AH-1S 
Cobra.
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Jon Martin and Eric Babineaux.

Jon Martin's UH-1K.

Paul Holland and 
his gorgeous 

OH-6A.

Paul Holland 
aborts his flight  

because of 
poor visibility 

conditions.
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Jon Martin’s UH-1K.
Jenni Orebaugh photo.



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!




