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Correction: Tim Batuik, not his 
brother George, is a NFFS vice 
president and the man who was 
pictured in the sidebar about the 
Connections Academy building 
and fl ying session. Tim, along 
with Rocco Ferrario, instructed the 
students who made and fl ew FF 
gliders Monday at the International 
Aeromodeling Center.

The Nation’s Best Free Flighters 
Get Beaten by the International 

Aeromodeling Center
In one headline, that was the story on 

Day Three of the 2014 AMA FF Nats. 
The stats on Wednesday’s fl ying don’t lie. 
Of the 194 event entries in offi cial and 
NFFS events, only 41 entrants—a scant 
21%—maxed out. This includes—almost 
unbelievably—the entire fi elds of 49 in 
Catapult Glider, 23 in F1B Wakefi eld, and 
15 in Small Nostalgia Rubber. Not one 
of these entrants maxed out … probably 
the fi rst time this has ever happened in a 
modern-era Nats.

What made the air so unfriendly to our 
models? I’m not a meteorologist, but I 
hypothesize that it was a combination of 
factors included morning cloudiness and 
a starting line too close to the trees on the 
middle/west side of the fi eld, resulting in 
a deleterious rotor effect in the 5-10 mph 
breezes. As a result, climbs suffered for 
many usually top-performing models. 
Other models climbed well but lift petered 
out suddenly and mysteriously—at least in 
the fi rst half of the day. By afternoon, puffy 
white clouds appeared and winds stayed 
below 8 mph. At this point, air-picking was 
a bit easier, but not at all easy.

Evan Simon came the closest to a maxout 
in F1B, dropping only 9 seconds total to 
win the coveted 1904 Aero Cup. Evan is a 
former US Junior Team member and World 
Champs silver medalist. 

Small Nostalgia Rubber is a new event 
that has exploded in popularity in the last 
two years. Incredibly, despite their high 
climbs and decent glides, not one of the 15 
fl iers maxed out this year. Ed Hardin came 
the closest with 521 seconds for the win, 
followed closely by high schooler Robert 
Marier at 510.

In Catapult Glider, the launch pen was 
abuzz with activity as usual, but maxes 
were few and far between. Topping the 
fi eld of Open fl iers was the inimitable 
Rocco Ferrario, only 28 seconds short 
of a maxout. Congratulations, Rocco! 
He is truly one of Free Flight’s greatest 
personalities. Larson Ringlien won Junior 
with a score (169 seconds) that was 
signifi cantly better than Senior winner 
Robert Marier (132). A total of 14 Juniors 
and Seniors fl ew Catapult.

The Gas fl iers had little trouble maxing 

out in the same air Wednesday, suggesting 
that these higher-climbing birds got well 
above the junk air.

Dan Berry won a hard-fought AMA C 
Gas event, topping the fi eld of eight. Not 
far behind Dan was Texan Gerald Brown. 
In third place was the venerable Charlie 
Caton, making his fi rst Nats appearance 
since the early 2000s. 

Eight of 21 fl iers maxed out in A 
Nostalgia Gas, with Larry Davidson edging 
out fellow Virginian Bob Sowder by a max 
plus. Keith Fulmer was third. 

AB Classic Gas was a Pearl sweep for 
the top four places—Dick Covalt, Ronnie 
Thompson, Jim Bocckinfuso, and Gene 
Smith respectively.

FAC events had a very good overall 
turnout with wins going to Pat Murray 

(Low-Wing Trainer), Ted Allebone (Old-
Timer Stick), David Mills (Jimmie Allen), 
and this writer (Dime Scale).

Tomorrow, the Free Flight action 
continues with top tier events F1G Coupe, 
AMA HLG, A Gas, and 1/2A Nostalgia. 
A sizable turnout is also expected in A 
Electric. Tune in to NatsNews for two more 
days of Free Flight fun.

—Don DeLoach

  Jerry Murphy launches 
his Dime Scale Fokker D.VII.

Rick Pangell with his 
nicely constructed 
Dime Scale Gadfl y.

Free Flight



Hayden Ashworth is the 
picture of concentration in 

Junior Catapult. He fi nished 
third with 105 seconds.

Father/son duo of David (L) 
and Kyle Gerspacher exude 
Nats spirit.

All of the Junior Catapult fl iers pose after a tough day of fl ying. This day was made of memories.
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Rocco Ferrario (L) won Catapult over second-place fi nisher Tim Batiuk (R).

C Gas winners. Dan Berry (in the 
orange shirt) placed fi rst.

The F1B winners.

Larry Davidson, the A Nostalgia winner.

Bob Sowder.
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2014 NFFS 
Symposium editor 

Ross Jahnke (R) and 
NFFS President John 

Lorbiecki reminisce 
over four decades 

of FF friendship, 
dating back to their 

days as teenagers in 
Wisconsin.

Ronnie Thompson with his 
AMA C Gas Sunbird.

Ralph Ray is holding his Apach-E E-36 design. 
Ralph was inducted into the Free Flight Hall of Fame 
Wednesday evening at the NFFS banquet. 

Phil Sullivan received this signed 
rocking chair as a parting gift for 

his two decades of service as the 
FF Nats Category Manager. 

Below: Patty Lorbiecki recieived 
NFFS’s Connie Perry award for 
exemplary service and spirit. Past 
recipients of this award includ Rocco 
Ferrario and Frannie Masterman.
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Perfect conditions greeted 
contestants for the start of the 
Unlimited class Wednesday 

morning. For the fi rst round, 82 pilots 
readied their models under sunny skies 
and light breezes. A maximum wind 
speed of 8 mph was forecast, and only for 
a brief period in the afternoon was this 
exceeded.

Not that light winds necessarily make 
for an easy contest, as temperatures rose 
and the thermals strengthened, there was 
strong enough sink behind the good air to 
create calamity for several fl ight groups. 
After a comprehensive pilots’ meeting, 
fl ying got underway with 10 minutes 
being the task for the day. The fi rst few 
groups fl ew conservatively and nearly all 
made their time in small soft thermals, 
before the lift strengthened and being in 
precisely the right part of the sky was less 
critical.

The Models
In general, Unlimited class sailplanes 

represent the pinnacle of sailplane 
technology. Almost without exception 
they are fi nely engineered and 
meticulously constructed using the 
latest composite technology. And being 
designed to perform a specifi c task, 
they all tend to look similar in the same 
manner that passenger airliners are all of 
the same general appearance. 

Four fl ight controls are used: ailerons, 
fl aps, elevator, and rudder. The fl aps and 
ailerons combine to provide a moveable 
wing trailing edge. This camber control is 

used by the pilot to optimize performance 
in different conditions or phases of fl ight. 
The largest amount of defl ection is used 
during launch, smaller amounts during 
cruise and thermaling fl ight, and refl ex is 
used to achieve higher speeds. All these 
settings are selected by the pilot from the 
transmitter.

The Task
At the Nats, the target fl ight duration 

is left to the discretion of the contest 
director and is usually 10 minutes. The 
models are launched by electric winch 
and timing commences when the model 
releases from the winch line. After this 
the pilot and his caller attempt to fi nd 
enough lift to support the model for the 
required time. 

The landing phase concludes the fl ight, 
there being a graduated spot-landing tape 
which can earn up to a 100-point bonus. 
The tape is marked with one point per 
inch, there being no landing score if the 
nose of the model fi nishes more than 100 
inches from the center of the spot. A fl ight 
time of 10:00 earns the maximum score 
of 1,000 points, and the landing score is 
then added to this as a bonus. 

A 1,000-point fl ight score can also be 
earned with less than the full time if no 
other pilot in the group fl ies longer—in 
this case the greatest time earns the 
1,000 points then the other fl ight times 
are normalized to it. A few times in the 
afternoon on Wednesday the top score of 
the group was earned with a less-than-6-
minute fl ight, then only a minute or two 

later a group would launch into easy air 
and all pilots made 10 minutes with ease. 
Such is the unpredictability, challenge, 
and excitement of thermal soaring. 

The top pilots usually seem to fi nd a 
way to fi nd the best piece of air for their 
fl ight, and so as the day progressed the 
top of the leaderboard contained some 
familiar names. Blayne Chastain and 
Peter Goldsmith each put together six 
solid fl ights and landings to be separated 
by only one point at the end of the day. 

Through 10th place, the point spread is a 
little over 200 points, which can be easily 
made up or lost in a couple of minutes of 
fl ight time, or a missed landing or two. 
Add the craziness of Muncie afternoon 
thermals and its attendant sink, and the 
shape of the leaderboard can change at a 
moment’s notice. 

Thursday will see the start of 
F3J. Generally speaking, this is the 
international (FAI) version of US 
Thermal Duration fl ying. Per the rules, 
F3J requires hand-tow launches but most 
US contests, including the Nats, allow 
the use of winches. This increases the 
convenience and greatly reduces the 
required manpower. 

Beginning on Friday is the Altitude 
Limited Electric Soaring (ALES) class, 
not dissimilar to Unlimited or F3J except 
that each model is electric powered 
rather than requiring a winch launch. An 
altitude-limiting device is carried aboard 
each model to ensure uniform starting 
altitude. For the Nats this will be set to 
200 meters.
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Models in one of 
several staging 
areas.

Team Horizon 
pilots Caroline 
Goldsmith and 
Gavin Trussell.

Kent Nogy headed to the 
fl ightline with his Aspire.

One of the 12 electric winches supplied by 
the LSF for the Soaring events.

Karl Miller watches other models in fl ight 
while waiting to launch his Aspire.
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Larry Jolly: A Soaring Icon
For more than four decades Larry has 

been an outstanding ambassador to US 
Soaring and has represented the USA 
on multiple FAI teams. He is a frequent 
visitor to the Soaring Nats. Having a 
busy international schedule, he usually 
attends every other year. 

Having just returned from Turkish 
Team manager duties at the F3J World 
Championships, he drove from his 
home in southern California to Muncie 
to compete in the RES, Unlimited, 
and ALES classes. This is not Larry’s 
fi rst road trip to the Nats. In 2007, he 
and Craig Greening made the same 
Cannonball Run of Soaring. That 
32-hour drive was fueled by coffee 
and Krispy Kreme donuts, included a 
lengthy discussion about Macedonian 
Doneks, and Larry’s faithful Honda 
Odyssey suffered the loss of its 
passenger side mirror in a multi-car 
accident a stone’s throw from the 
Gateway Arch. 

It turned out to be the perfect 
preparation for fl ying in a National 
Championship, as between them Larry 
and Craig took home wins in the RES, 
2-Meter, and Unlimited classes, as well 
as several other awards. Triumphant, 
they returned home by airliner. 

Larry Jolly.

A Stork 6 
and its owner 
returning
from a fl ight.

Marc Gellart 
measuring
a 95-point 
landing for 

his pilot.
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John Diniz hails from 
Monticello IL and his 

Aspire honors his Cabo 
Verde heritage.

Three different tail 
treatments (Perfection, 
Supra, Aspire).

Tom Broeski retrieving his 
Royale after a fl ight.

John Berlin launching Gordy Stahl’s Supra.

Gavin Trussell 
and Norm Poti 
evaluating lift 

before a fl ight.

A group is hooked to the winches ready to launch.



The Harry A. Koch Co.
Insurance & Financial Consultants
Member of First Insurance Group, LLC

1101 McGalliard Rd, Muncie, IN 47303

Don’t Worry. We’ll Cook Tonight.

Great Italian,
 made
 Fresh 

and 
Affordable. 

The Nats is proudly sponsored by
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Larry Jolly launching 
his Aspire.


