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Helicopter
Wrap-up

Class I Sportsman pilots (L-R) Robert Montee, Mike 
Unger, Justin Hartsock, Bernard Shaw, Michael 
Robinson, Peter Bisbal, and Devin Hammond.



Helicopter Wrap-Up

Hello from the fi nal day of the Helicopter Nats! I am 
happy to say I survived my fi rst RC contest ever. The 
Nats now mean something to me. Precision fl ying 

with RC helicopters is quite a challenge and now having 
lived it for three complete days, I have a new appreciation 
for the skills that all of these pilots have.  

The competition both in F3C and Scale went very well. 
The contest directors, Craig Bradley and Darrell Sprayberry, 
along with everyone who helped them, did a great job. 
We fl ew seven rounds over three days and everything was 
fi nished and trophies had been awarded by 1:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday.  

Results
Class 1 Sportsman
1) Robert Montee
2) Devin Hammond
3) Bernard Shaw
4) Justin Hartsock
5) Peter Bisbal
6) Mike Unger
7) Michael Robinson

Class II Expert
1) Dennis Puruski
2) Andy Panoncillo

F3A
1) Dwight Shilling
2) Nob Muraki
3) Tim Diperi

518 Scale
1) Emile Sheriff
2) Don Irvine
3) Eric Babineaux
4) Bob Burgo
5) Bernard Shaw

Sport Scale
1) Don Irvine
2) Emile Sheriff
3) Bernard Shaw

Team Scale
1) Tommy Whitaker

In addition to learning much about RC helicopters and 
meeting lots of great people, I was privileged to see history 
made. 

Dwight Shilling is world renowned (the last time this 
happened was in Austria this year) for eating anything. So 
for eight years running, at the end of each F3C contest, 
fellow pilots try to fi nd something that he will not eat. 
The rules are simple: it must be a food product suitable for 
human consumption and have a UPC code. 

The most recent story was from Austria where he was 
challenged to eat some kind of canned and fermented fi sh 
that by recipe is right on the edge of rotting. Apparently he 
ate that with no problem. Well, for the Nats this year he met 
his match and was given something he would not eat. 

Peter Bisbal entered Carolina Reaper hot peepers 
advertised to measure 1,500,000 on the Scoville Heat Scale. 
He would not eat it. He cited safety reasons right after he 
just touched the pepper on his tongue. My opinion is that 
we will need to submit this for offi cial judges’ review. I am 
not sure that “safety reasons” is an acceptable reason to bow 
out. After all, the salt and vinegar crickets he actually liked.

After living through this event here are my takeaways:
 
1) I have learned moreabout RC helicopters in three days 

than in the two years I have been in the hobby. Yeah, you can 
get lots of information from the Internet, but not nearly as 
much as getting help from some of the best pilots in the US. 

2) Not only do I know more, but I am a much better pilot 
than I was three days ago. I still have a long way to go, but I 
am on the right path.

3) The Nats is just fun and if you have a RC heli and think 
you have the nerve to measure pilot skills, this is the place.

4) The Nats is more than just competitive fl ying. It’s a 
great bunch of people who truly enjoy RC.

 
I just got out of 15 years of very serious kart racing. I 

raced all over the US at nearly every kart track east of the 
Mississippi. Competition is in my blood. After being beat 
down by the wind, the judges, my dumb thumbs, and my 
uninformed setup skills, I am even more motivated to get 
serious about F3C. 

This is a wonderful hobby and is made up of a great group 
of people. So if you are thinking about getting into the sport, 
don’t hesitate to give it a try. You will not be disappointed.

—Mike Unger

Photos by the author.



Bernard Shaw placed third in Class I. Devin Hammond won second in Class I.

Robert Montee was the fi rst-place winner in Class I. Dennis Purdski placed fi rst in Class III.

Tim Diperi won third in F3A. Nob Muraki placed second in F3A.



Dwight Shilling was the winner in F3A. Tommy Whitaker won Team Scale.

Bernard Shaw placed third in Sport Scale. Emile Sheriff took second in Sport Scale.

Don Irvine was the winner in Sport Scale. Eric Babineaux placed third in RC Scale.
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Don Irvine placed second in RC Scale. Emile Sheriff was the winner in RC Scale.
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Dwight Shilling met his match 
in the food challenge and would 
not eat the entry by Peter Bisbal.
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Expert pilots, F3A pilots, and judges (L-R) Tim 
Diperi, Dwight Shilling, Gorde Meade, Nob 
Muraki, and Dennis Purduski.


