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Free Flight David Mills reporti ng.

Free Flight Day 6
THE WEATHER of the week proved 
to be a fi ckle friend; its graces being 
withheld most of Thursday.

The day started cool, overcast, 
and rainy, and this persisted until late morning. Slowly and 
eventually, the skies cleared somewhat, although the rain 
intervened on and off until mid-afternoon.  

Also, the wind direction, thankfully never very strong, 
shifted direction numerous times and required multiple 
changes in location throughout the day. On the positive side, 
the temperatures remained cool most of the day, only briefl y 
climbing to the mid-80s late in the afternoon. However, Mother 
Nature didn’t deter the Free Flight modelers on hand—we fl ew 
hard all day.

Once again, the gas-power fl iers lead the way with a multitude 
of categories and strong participation. 1/2A NosGas proved the 
most popular with 17 fl iers, with Larry Davidson (Virginia) 
winning way out in front with 1,200 seconds. Gene Christensen 
(Illinois) placed second with 1,050 seconds, and Rudy Kluiber 
(Ohio), third, with 670 seconds.

Two other gas categories furnished strong fi elds with 1/2A
Classic Gas providing 14 fl iers and A Gas, 11. Dan Berry took 
1/2A Classic Gas with 743 seconds, with Brad Bane (New York) 
placing second with 680 seconds, and Bob Sowder (Virginia), 
third, with 464 seconds.

A Gas was won by Ronnie Thompson (Alabama) with 1,350 
seconds, being trailed by Gerald Brown with 887 seconds and 
Dan Berry (Arkansas) with 744 seconds.

Closing out the gas-power dance card, ABC Pylon was won 
handily by Bud Romak with 600 seconds. Dan Kane (OH) won 
the fun Dakota event, and Hank Sperzel won AB Geef with 
1,051 seconds.

Electric A provided a good test of skill, close scores, and a 
good show. Dick Covalt came out on top with 592 seconds, 
followed by Pete Reinhart (Texas) with 590 seconds and Dick 
Ivers with 419 seconds.

HLG proved to be the most popular category of the day with 
33 fl iers, and the results didn’t surprise—shoving the usual 
suspects forward. The tricky conditions staggered offi cial fl ights 

until the fi nal hour, and the issue wasn’t decided until the very 
end. Stan Buddenbohm (California) gathered an impressive 
805 seconds total, and this was enough to win. Tim Buxton 
(Ohio) placed second with 720 seconds and Kurt Klempetz, 
third, with 600 seconds. Larson Ringlien (Minnesota) won the 
Junior category with 89 seconds, and Sam Smetzer, the Senior 
category, with 540 seconds.

There was rubber-powered action as well. OT Rubber 
Cabin proved well contested with 12 fl iers with Joe Williams 
(Pennsylvania) coming out on top with 674 seconds. Jim 
O’Reilly (Kansas) trailed with 540 seconds and James 
Gerszewski (Wisconsin), with 531 seconds.

F1B Wakefi eld proved to be a two-day affair. Many fl iers 
made it to the fl y-offs on Wednesday with seven still standing 
by the end of the day. The issue was fi nally settled Thursday 
evening after several more rounds with Junior World Champion 
Brian Pacelli (Connecticut) winning the Nats, too in a squeaker 
with a score of 2048 seconds. Tony Mathews (Canada) earned a 
terribly close second place with 2047. Young Ryan Jones (Ohio) 
took third with 2015 seconds and Paul Crowley (MI) fourth with 
1985 seconds.

F1J was a day-long affair and wasn’t settled until late 
Thursday evening. Faust Parker (Texas) won with 1,613 
seconds. Robert Gutai (Pennsylvania) placed second with 1,560 
seconds, and John Lorbieckie took third with 1,200 seconds.

F1G Coupe was a well-contested event with 20 fl iers. It, too, 
went into the fl y-off rounds. Tony Matthews (Canada) won a 
well-deserved fi rst place with 900 seconds. Tom Vaccaro (CT) 
narrowly missed the top spot and settled for second place with 
896 seconds. George Batiuk placed third with 846 seconds.

Friday morning dawned windy, chilly, overcast, and drizzly—
not very promising. The forecast has it clearing by mid-morning 
and remaining cool. The experts vary on what the wind is going 
to do. Regardless, we’ll be out there, giving the Free Flight Nats 
its fi nal day’s justice.

As is our way, fewer categories are being fl own today: 
the massive Super D and 1/4A Nostalgia gassers, Nostalgia 
Wakefi eld, OT Rubber Stick, Classic Towline, Pee Wee 30, and 
the ever-popular P-30 will keep us busy. NN

Today’s Events:
Free Flight

The HLG pen was busy all day—and stati onary! The wind, rain, 
and thermal conditi on changes made for an interesti ng event.



John Seymour (OH) and his 
Bob White-designed F1G 

Coupe. It’s a simple, popular, 
and very elegant model.

In case you wondered what a well-equipped gas power 
fl ier’s work stati on looks like—boys, toys, and noise.

Something you don’t see 
everyday, a homemade F1G 
Coupe by Andy Ringlien (MN).
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George Bati uk (CA) and his lovely F1G 
Coupe, full of all the bells and whistles.

The local headquarters of Colorado’s Magnifi cent Mountain Men 
club, with Rick Pangell and his A Gas Satellite in the middle.

James Miller (OH) and his cute-as-a-bug Marti n MO-1 
preparing for launch.

David Sechrist’s (IN) homemade F1G Coupe, which features many 
high-tech gadgets. You see few of these.
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Scale

Ted Allebone and Mike Welshans were 
generous with their ti me and knowledge 
and served as judges for the Flying Aces 
Club events. Many thanks, guys!



Meet Dave Guerin!
HIS MENTOR may have had to leave a couple of weeks early, but 
Dave Guerin seems to be fi ne standing on his own two feet. Dave is 
the new manager of one of the largest and longest events held at the 
International Aeromodeling Center (IAC): the Nats.

Dave, a resident of Burlington, North Carolina, replaces Ron 
Morgan, who decided it was time to step down after more than 50 
years as Nats manager. Dave was appointed to the volunteer position 
by AMA President Bob Brown.

“I was supposed to spend this Nats [training] with Ron, but he 
had to leave, so I have been the manager since he left,” Dave said 
Thursday as the busy day’s events were winding down. Ron left 
before the Nats ended to handle personal matters. “Well, it was 
a shock,” he said of Ron leaving before completing the training. 
“Actually, it was good for me. I had three good weeks with him, and 
he taught me a lot.”

So far, Dave seems to be handling running his fi rst Nats just fi ne, 
and is learning all about the uniqueness of each group and event. “The 
individual Special Interest Groups are very different, very unique. It 
takes time to learn the individualities of 
it and the different groups and the way 
they use the sites.”

Dave is no stranger to how things 
work at the IAC. He is a former 
Pattern (RC Aerobatics) Nats 
competitor and worked in some 
capacity—including as event 
director—at all RC Aerobatics Nats 
between 1999 and 2011. 
He also served as 
event director of 
the F3A World 
Championships
held at the IAC 
in 2011. 

Although he no longer competes, he still enjoys building and fl ying 
Pattern aircraft. “I was a fi erce competitor in the ’70s and ’80s, and 
the young kids kept making me look silly,” he said. 

Dave admitted that he really enjoys building aircraft. So much so 
that he made a living out of it for 15 years. “I used to build Pattern 
competition aircraft for a living … after I retired from the corporate 
world. I enjoyed every minute of it.

“I built airplanes for many top-level competitors. I have an airplane 
in the [National Model Aviation Museum] fl own in 2006 by Quique 
Somenzini [a national and world champion].” This means of income 
ended when the popularity of ARFs surged.

Although he no longer gets paid for it, Dave still enjoys building 
model aircraft. He recently completed a Top Flite Elder. “I brought 
an airplane with me [to Muncie] to fl y, but it’s been sitting behind the 
counter ever since I got here this year.”

It’s no surprise that Dave hasn’t had much time to fl y. His day 
begins at roughly 6:30 a.m. and ends at approximately 6:30 p.m. 
He keeps the Nats Headquarters building (also known as the white 
farmhouse) open seven days a week. “We start off the morning by 
coordinating with maintenance. We make sure everyone has what they 
need to start the day,” he said. Other daily duties include coordinating 
with Nats staff in the AMA Headquarters building and overseeing 
daily operations. 

As the day progresses, he must have a handle on what is going on 
at the different sites. He also must serve as a jury if there is some 
discrepancy in scoring, which he has done once this summer, and 
handle golf cart rental. “It’s a busy day,” he said.

Dave may be the only overall manager of the Nats, but he doesn’t 
work alone. The Nats wouldn’t run as smoothly without the help of 

Free Flight Category Manager Phil Sullivan, RC Director Wayne 
Yeager, RC Category Manager Al Williamson, and Control 

Line Category Manager Brenda Schuette. 
Despite the long, hot days, Dave and his crew love what 
they do. “We do it because we’re sort of insane people,” 

he said with a laugh. “We do it because we love the 
hobby, the sport, and that’s what it takes to make it 

run.
“This hobby has been very good to me and this 

is a way for me to give something back.”

—Rachelle Haughn
NatsNews staff



Jim Buxton 

(OH) and the 

latest in HLG 

sophisti cati on, 

one of a short 

producti on run 

of three. There 

were vacuum-

bagged and 

skinned wings 

and composite 

materials 
everywhere. 

Very cool!
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John Lorbieckie (WI) 
prepares to launch 
his F1J in the late 
aft ernoon fl y-off s.

John Rousseau (NY) tests his Dawn 
Unlimited Rubber model.

The motley winners in 1/2A Classic Gas: Gary Oakins (MN), Bob Hanford 
(OK), Bob Sowder (VA), Dan Berry (AR), fi rst, and Brad Bane (NY).

This great nati on’s all-California winners in Senior HLG: Sam 
Smetzer, 1st, Ricardo Samario, 2nd, and Anthony Guzman, 3rd
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This great nati on’s winners in Junior HLG: Larson Ringlien 
(MN), fi rst, and Ian Wicks (IN), second.

The happy winners in Electric A: Pete Reinhart (TX), Dick Covalt (OH), fi rst, and David 
Sechrist (IN).

The reigning nati onal champion in Junior F1G Coupe, 
Larson Ringlien (MN).



Scores Nati onal Aeromodeling Championships



Scores Nati onal Aeromodeling Championships



The 2012 National Aeromodeling Championships is proudly sponsored by:

Applebee’s is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2012 summer events.

Saturday
RC Helicopter
(practi ce only) 

Sunday
RC Helicopter

Monday
RC Helicopter

Tuesday
RC Helicopter

Wednesday
RC Helicopter

This week’s events:

NFFS Barbecue and Raffle David Mills reporti ng.

Tim Bati uk 
(CA) and Jim 

Bocckinofuso 
(VA) take 

charge behind 
the grill.

Phil Sullivan 
imparts some 
wisdom to Jim 
Buxton (OH).



Bob Hanford holds 
court behind his 
minivan. Bob, we 
believe you’ve room for 
more stuff .


