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The next issue of NatsNews will run Monday 
covering the fi rst events of RC Helicopter and 

the wrap-up report for Free Flight.



RC Helicopter Santi ago Panzardi reporti ng.

RC Helicopter Begins!
EVERY OTHER YEAR, the AMA 
Helicopter Nats takes a slight twist 
as another chapter in RC modeling 
develops in the form of the FAI 
US Team Trials. The Team Trials 
are conducted in unison with the 

AMA categories as they support each other with spectators, 
participants, and helpers.

Both the FAI and AMA competition schedules consist 
of specifi c sets of compulsory maneuvers fl own in front of 
three judges and graded against the AMA competition code. 
All schedules include three to four hovering maneuvers, 
followed by three to four open-sky aerobatics, ending with an 
autorotation or approach to landing.

This year, CD Craig Bradley and his crew will start early 
by processing and inspecting several dozen machines from 
the FAI contestants, and laying out several fl ight boxes for 
practice and regular competition. 

Highlighting the event will be returning multi-time FAI 
national and world champion, Curtis Youngblood, making the 
usual bid for the top team spot, but it will not be easy. Strong 
challenges are expected from the young guns, Nick Maxwell 
and Daniel Hiatt.

Veterans and former US team members, Wayne Mann, 
Dwight Schilling, Clift Hiatt, and a number of FAI enthusiasts, 
will also put a strong fi ght toward the three coveted spots 
that make up the US representation for the 2013 World 
Championship. 

Also expected to participate is Canadian champion Scott 
Gray, who has previously won the FAI class and normally 
places high in the standings. Fortunately, Scott’s result do not 
affect the team selection in taking a spot away, but it does send 
a strong message to all who will compete in 2013. The biggest 
question regarding Scott “The King of Nitro” is will he be 
fl ying electric power.

Also expected this year is the dominance of electric-
powered models, which today are the norm rather than the 
exception. The obvious advantages of low vibration and 
high-power availability of the electric power plants makes 
them perfect for the Precision Aerobatics arena, including RC 
helicopters. 

On the AMA categories, there are several Sportsman (Class 
I), Expert (Class III), and Scale competitors registered, but 
sadly no one in Intermediate class this year. There are a total 
of 23 preregistered contestants.

The event will take place on Site 5, with Scale on Site 1. NN

Today’s Events:
RC Helicopter
(practi ce only)

All photography in this issue is by Jenni 
Orebaugh and Rachelle Haughn from the 
2011 Nats RC Helicopter event.
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Meet Al Williamson!
IN THE off season, Al Williamson spends his days tending to 
the horses, ducks, chickens, and guinea hens on 
his sprawling 58 acres near the Ozark 
Mountains in Missouri. But once the 
outdoor fl ying season begins, he fi nds 
himself tending to a fl ock of a different 
kind: hundreds of modelers at the 
more than 1,000-acre International 
Aeromodeling Center.

Al, the category manager of RC 
events, has been involved with the Nats 
since 1984. Since then, he has also served 
as RC director and manager. He also has 
been a District X contest coordinator and 
an AVP (associate vice president).

The former Pattern (RC Aerobatics) judge 
no longer competes, but still enjoys fl ying and 
building. He has roughly eight airplanes, 
and 18 more waiting to be built.

He seems at ease at his home 
away from home. He and 
Wayne Yeager, RC director, 
split the six-week Nats. Al 
is in charge of the Pattern, 
Soaring, and Electric 
contests. “My biggest 
responsibility is adherence 
to the rulebooks. I do 
whatever I can to make 
sure that all contestants 
are treated fairly and 
equally.

“I’ve know these 
people for a long 
time. Over time, we’ve 
just all learned how 
this is supposed to be 
run. I watch from the 
background.”

On Friday, Al had just 
completed his 

three-week stint and was preparing for his eight-hour drive home to 
his wife and animals. He refl ected on the summers he has spent in 
Muncie, Indiana.

“You ask any of the old-timers … it’s like a family reunion. It’s 
like an annual reunion. It’s not for the trophies. It’s the renewing 
of friendships,” he said.

Al formerly lived in California and worked in some capacity 
at both Pylon and Pattern events. “I got to know some of the 
Pylon racers from California, and they still come here. We ran 

a good-quality contest [in California].”
He never tried Pylon racing, but found another fast sport 

to compete in while living in California. “I raced model boats 
instead [of Pylon].”Al was once the national champion of Scale 
Unlimited Hydros. He still has some of the model boats he 

built and raced and maintains his membership with the North 
American Model Boat Association .

Although he has considered trying at least one 
other model aviation genre, his heart will 

always belong to Pattern. “I love Pattern 
because it’s symmetric, it’s precision. 

Every time you leave the ground, 
it’s a challenge to improve on your 

maneuver.”
His love of watching RC 

Aerobatics at the Nats may 
remain unchanged, but there was 
something different about the 
Nats this year. Ron Morgan, 
who served as Nats manager 
for more than 50 years, 
stepped down this year. Al 
had worked closely with Ron 
for many years.

“His incredible model 
knowledge and his experience 
for 53 years, nobody’s ever 
going to take that place,” Al 

said of Ron. “There was no 
part of modeling that he didn’t have 
experience with.”

—Rachelle Haughn
NatsNews staff
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Scores Nati onal Aeromodeling Championships



The 2012 National Aeromodeling Championships is proudly sponsored by:

Applebee’s is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2012 summer events.

Sunday
RC Helicopter

Monday
RC Helicopter

Tuesday
RC Helicopter

Wednesday
RC Helicopter

This week’s events:
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