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Only 8 Days Until Expo. Save On
Advance Tickets Now!
Expo 2013 is bigger and better than ever with more than 100 exhibitors
featuring 222 booths. This includes 18 new exhibitors showcasing and
selling the latest in model flying products. The swap shop is bigger too
with 34 tables of great finds and one-of-a-kind items. Add special guest
speakers, an AMA membership meeting, FAA forum, flying demos, and
exhibits such as a Spruce Goose scale flying model with a 25-foot
wingspan and you have a great Expo experience just waiting for you!
Save $2 on advance tickets, but you must order by Friday, January 11,
5 p.m. EST.
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Total AMA members increase in
2012, reversing a decade decline
This past year was highly significant for the Academy. It reversed a 10-
year membership decline, gaining more members in 2012 than in 2011.
A focus on enhancing member benefits, communications, advocacy, and
service has paid off. Executive Director Dave Mathewson said, "We're
pleased with the results of 2012 and believe there are more good things
to come in 2013."

            

AMA History Program, legends
remembered
One of aeromodeling's greatest legends has passed away. Sal Taibi,
born April 5, 1920 had been an aeromodeler since 1933 and an AMA
member since its inception in 1936. Known for many aeromodeling
advances and awards, Sal is remembered as a great innovator of the
hobby. Sal's story, and many other legends' stories, can be found online
in the AMA History Program section of the website. We want to hear
your story too, contact the National Model Aviation Museum for more
information.
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Hoot Gibson inducted to National
Aviation Hall of Fame
Robert "Hoot" Gibson, AMA's ambassador, was recently inducted into
the National Aviation Hall of Fame. An aeromodeler since age 6, Hoot
was a combat fighter pilot in Southeast Asia, graduated from Top Gun,
and served as a flight test pilot before joining the NASA astronaut corps
in 1978. He flew five shuttle missions (four as commander) and
participated in the Challenger accident investigation. Also an
aeronautical engineer, record-setting pilot, and air racer, Hoot has
logged more than 14,000 hours of flight in more than 130 types of
aircraft.

Farewell to two, welcome to two on Executive Council
Charlie Bauer, District VI Vice President, and Jim Rice, District VIII Vice President, have retired from their positions
on the AMA Executive Council, and the governing board welcomes their replacements: Randy Cameron, District VI,
and Mark Johnston, District VIII. The AMA recognizes the immense contributions made by Charlie and Jim over their
many years of service, and looks forward to the same from Randy and Mark.
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NMPRA donates to the Clifford
Telford Scholarship Fund
Just as they have in the past, members of the National Miniature Pylon
Racing Association came together to raise $4,676 to benefit the Clifford
Telford Scholarship Fund during the 2012 Nats. The check to the AMA
was presented to Nancy Telford who was excited about the contribution,
which will be awarded to a deserving student who is pursuing a college
education later this year. Scholarship applications are due no later than
April 30, 2013. If you know an AMA Youth member pursuing a college
education, encourage them to apply today.

EAA leadership meets with AMA on
chapter/club collaborations
EAA, formerly known as the Experimental Aircraft Association, has
nearly 1,000 chapters across the country devoted to full-scale sport
flying. AMA, with 2,400 clubs, and EAA are now actively seeking
chapter and club collaborations, particularly through the EAA Young
Eagles program. Learn more about how your club can partner with a
local EAA chapter through the organization's fly-ins and yours.

2012 was a busy year for aviation-related legislation and
advocacy
The AMA Government Relations team, headed by Rich Hanson, has represented model aviation well this past year;
working with the FAA's UAS Integration Office and other entities amid a growing national debate over drones, more
specifically Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), and model aviation's place in the National Airspace System. Follow
Rich's blog and the latest updates by clicking the link below, as well as EAA's take on the debate by visiting:
http://www.eaa.org/govt/#story4

Flying site assistance always available
AMA's Flying Site Assistance Coordinator is former EC member and Georgia resident Tony Stillman. He's always
available to help your club with any issues concerning your flying site. Connect with Tony at fsac@modelaircraft.org.
Read his latest column in Model Aviation and learn more about flying site activities and successes online.

AMA visits the Western Michigan
Aviation Academy
Bill Pritchett, AMA's Education Director, recently took a trip with District
VII VP Tim Jesky to the Western Michigan Aviation Academy to learn
more about the school and aviation opportunities available to students.
They also met with members of the Kent Radio Aero Modelers who
regularly meet with students at the school to provide model-building and
flying experiences.

    

Model Aviation Preview
Airplanes, helicopters, and RC cars draw thousands to Sanford, ME.
Learn more as Model Aviation's Editor-in-Chief, Jay Smith, provides
video highlights, dozens of photos, and event coverage.

 

Sanction your 2013 events online
The AMA is excited to offer our CDs the ability to submit their applications for an event sanction via the web. The
AMA has created an online sanctioning process that is designed to eliminate the need for multiple mailings, thus
speeding up the approval process, and reducing the costs of postage. If you have any questions, contact
competition@modelaircraft.org 

    

Look your best on the flying field
this year
Consider making a New Year's resolution to look your best at the flying
field this year. Start with this DryBlend t-shirt now on sale for only $9.99
in the AMA Cloud 9 store and online for a limited time. Not only is this
shirt stylish, but the dryblend® fabric wicks moisture away from the
body to keep you cool and dry.
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