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AND THEN there was one … History was made at the Academy 
of Model Aeronautics’ International Aeromodeling Center on 
August 1, 2011! We had an unprecedented, historical sixth as well 
as an historical fi rst.

Eight days ago teams from around the world and across the 
country traveled to our beautiful International Aeromodeling 
Center to process their model aircraft so they would qualify to fl y 
in our RC Aerobatic World Championship. 

Now the processing, the fl ying, and the awards are all 
history. We are left with renewed friendships, as well as many 
newly forged friendships that will last us a life time. We 
experienced extreme highs when announcing our new World 
Champion as well as devastating lows when one pilots’ airplane 
burst into fl ames as he advanced his throttle for his fi rst fl ight. 
Sadly, he only processed this one airplane.

From the original 81 pilots who started the competition on 
Tuesday, July 26, 2011, to the fi nal 10 pilots who fl ew before us 
on Monday, August 1, we say thank you so much for spending 
these days with us and now, sadly but joyfully, we say Godspeed 
and farewell. 

From the fl ightline for their fi nal fl ight we say thank you for 
coming.

Team mates from Lichenstein Wolfgang Matt and Stefan Kaiser.

From Japan we say farewell to Koji Suzuki.

From France we thank Benoit Paysant-Le Roux.



2

From Germany we wish Bernd Beschorner well. Bernd had extra 
special prefl ight ritual.

With a uniquely special airplane we wish Gerhard Mayr from 
Austria the best.

To our legendary Chip Hyde we offer respect and gratitude.

And now from their podium we are most grateful to our own 
USA Andrew Jesky.

Tesuo tied for fi rst place in the fi nals with a perfect 2000 points. 
The tie was broken by rule in the Sporting Code using the semi-
fi nal rounds to break the tie, which put him in second place. All 
the best to Tesuo Onda from Japan.

Finally, we congratulate the 2011-2012 World Champion 
Christophe Paysant-Le Roux of France for his spectacular SIXTH 
World Championship!
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Along with the individual honors there were also three team 
awards given for the highest placing teams. We congratulate  the 
Team Managers and their teams for great fl ying: Jean-Paul Delteil 
of France for fi nishing third; Giichi Naruke of Japan for fi nishing 
second; and Albert Glenn of the United States for fi nishing fi rst!

And now to our historical fi rst; AMA’s International 
Aeromodeling Center had the distinct honor to welcome fi ve 
of the fi nest young men in the world to compete for a fi rst ever 
Junior World Championship!

From Germany fi nishing third we congratulate Philip 
Rannetshauser! Also from Germany we salute Robin Trumpp 
who fi nished second. Finishing eleventh in the over-all 
competition and our fi rst-ever Junior World Champion we 
proudly name Marco Mazzucchelli of Italy as our highest scoring 
Junior and now our Junior World Champion.
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Once again we thank all 10 fi nalists for showing us the very best RC aerobatic fl ying in the world!
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Hundreds of fans also crowded the spectator areas during these eight days. Thank you also for your respect, clapping, and over all 
good nature.

Our eyes turned to Greg Hahn to conclude our celebration as he once again masterfully emceed a delightful evening at the Horizon 
Convention Center in Muncie where more awards were given after a special dinner was served.
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As we leave let’s not forget all the sponsors who helped make this such a fabulous World Championship. Please 
thank them and support them. You can see them on the back page of this issue.

When the fl ying is over for the day our families fondly remember us, as Tim Jesky and his son Andrew say 
“hello” after the award ceremony.

And now with a bit of sadness, but more so with pride and honor, we close by thanking a dreamer, Derek 
Koopowitz, who conceived this idea more than four years ago. He hand-selected a team of dreamers who were 
willing to work long hours to make this event possible. We salute and thank them for all their hard work.

From left to right they are Charlie Barrera, Mike Harrison, Derek Koopowitz, and Don Ramsey.

Finally, I want to thank all the teams and fans who were so kind to spend time talking with me so I could write 
these pages for you. Please continue to read the NatsNews as we now turn our attention to our own National 
Championship. Godspeed and farewell. 

—Jim Quinn
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THANK YOU
to all our sponsors this year!


