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Brief summary of the proposed change.  Relax some weight and size restrictions in the AMA pattern classes , 401
through 406 , in order to increase potential participation and give flyers more cost effective choices.
Exact wording proposed for the rule book. (List paragraph numbers where applicable. Example: Change “quote
present rule book wording” to “exact wording required”.
Existing wording
4.3: Weight and Size: No model may weigh more than 5000 grams gross, excluding fuel, ready for takeoff.

Electric models are weighed with batteries. In Sportsman, Intermediate and Advanced an allowance of 115 grams is
permitted. No model may have a wingspan or total length longer than two (2) meters (78.74 inches).

Proposed revision

4.3: Weight and Size: No model may weigh more than 5200 grams gross, excluding fuel, ready for takeoff for all
classes except Sportsman and F3A. There is no weight restriction for Sportsman. F3A will follow the FAI
Sporting Code with regards to weight limitation. Electric models are weighed with batteries. No model may have a
wingspan or total length longer than two (2) meters (78.74 inches).
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Logic behind proposed change, including alleged shortcomings of the present rules. State intent for future reference.

There is currently a very limited number of choices of internal combustion motors available for pattern use.
Increasing the weight limit by 200 grams will allow for the inclusion of various gasoline motors with the added
impact of reduced operational costs that gasoline affords over methanol based fuels. In addition, the increased
weight allowance will give electric flyers increased choices in available battery technology and motors. The trend in
battery technology is a higher “C” rating with heavier weight. There is a very limited number of choices available in
lighter battery technology that meets current needs. Increasing the weight limit will allow for the use of the heavier
higher “C” rated batteries. This too will have the added impact of reduced operational costs. The weight restriction
for Sportsman should be removed since it is a provisional class where most Contest Directors opt to eliminate or
modify the weight requirement to encourage participation. These changes will allow flyers the ability to have a
broader choice of airframes if they choose. With these changes, airframe choices will no longer be limited to pattern
specific designs at all levels except F3A. In addition, the need for expensive carbon fiber spinners and props will be
at the pilots option instead of being an expensive requirement with airframes that are marginal in making weight
under the current rules. Gasoline engines have been proven to be a viable option by some people already ,but it
requires some creativity(machining, etc,) to get the weight under the current rules.

New event test data/information (new events only), please provide what testing of this new event has taken place to
include number of participants and number of contests.

__NIA

Effect, if any, on current AMA records.

N/A

Note: The Contest Board Chairman may, in coordination with the submitter of the proposal, at any time prior to
submitting a proposal to the Contest Board for Final Vote, edit proposal wording to increase clarity and to avoid
ambiguity provided the proposal intent is not changed.
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