
AMA Talking Points

AMA has long used 
a similar registration 
system with their 
members, which 
the AMA pointed 
out during the task 
force deliberations 
and in private 
conversations with 
the FAA.

The AMA is 
considering all 
legal and political 
remedies to address 
this issue.

As the AMA 
proceeds with 
this process, they 
suggest members 
hold off on 
registering with the 
FAA until advised 
by the AMA or until 
February 19, the 
FAA’s legal deadline 
for registering.

Aircraft acquired 
before December 
21, 2015, can 
continue to fly until 
the registration 
deadline on 
February 19, 2016. 
Aircraft acquired after 
December 21, 2015, 
must be registered 
before you can 
operate it outdoors.

• AMA was a member of the task force that helped developed 
recommendations for this registration rule.  AMA argued that 
registration makes sense at some level, but weight should not be 
the only determining factor to trigger registration. AMA has said 
before that the capability of the aircraft - for example, whether or 
not it can fly beyond the operator’s line of sight - should also be a 
factor in determining the threshold for UAS registration.

• AMA strongly believes members are not the problem and 
should not have to bear the burden of additional regulations. 
AMA’s eighty years of experience demonstrates that a voluntary, 
community-based approach to managing recreational flyers is 
highly effective. AMA members follow a comprehensive set of 
safety and privacy guidelines, which are constantly evolving to 
accommodate new technologies and new modeling disciplines.

• FAA UAS registration runs counter to Congress’ intent in Section 
336 of the FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, otherwise 
known as the “Special Rule for Model Aircraft.”

• The 250 gram weight limit is wrong and should not be the 
only determining factor to trigger registration. The capability of 
the aircraft - for example, whether or not it can fly beyond the 
operator’s line of sight - should also be a factor in determining the 
threshold for UAS registration. 

• AMA suggests members hold on regsitration until advised by the 
AMA or the FAA deadline of February 19, 2016.

• The AMA believes the resolution to the unnecessary federal 
registration rule for our members rests with AMA’s petition before 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia

• AMA is advocating on behalf of its members daily to the FAA to 
streamline the registration process for the membership.

• Hobbyists are encouraged to make their voices heard by 
submitting comments on the FAA’s interim rule on registration.


