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Career:
* Won the 1960 Internationals with his Orion plane, an RC model
* Won the 1961 Nationals with a variation on his Orion plane
* His Tauri, Orion and Taurus were kitted by Top Flite Models in Chicago
* Directed a contest in Japan for the United States Air Force

The following biography is based upon a phone interview between Ed Kazmirski and Stacey Shannon for the AMA
History Program. The interview was conducted on February 10, 2003.

Beginning

Edward J. Kazmirski began building models as a child and continued throughout much of his
life. Ed started out with Free Flight models then later ventured into Radio Control (RC) models.
His love for modeling grew out of his excitement and fascination over being able to build
something that would fly.

Ed’s very first model came not from a kit, but instead was something he put together on his own
without any help. The rubber band-powered model was made of 1/16-square balsa and covered
with silk, very fragile and very light. Ed enjoyed flying that plane immensely. His thrill with
model design would later pay off through the kitting of three RC models.

It wasn’t until the 1950s, though, that Ed joined his first modeling club in Chicago. It was called
the Chicago RC Modelers club and he stayed with the club for 12 years. Ed got into RC models
instead of Free Flight because of the frustration of losing Free Flight models. He wanted to have
control of his model and not lose it.

Competition

Ed’s competition activities began later in life after he was involved with RC modeling. First he
competed in many local contests and found that competition added a new element to modeling,
which he enjoyed. Soon enough Ed was competing at the national and international level.

In 1960, Ed won the Internationals in Zurich, Switzerland, flying his Orion, which is now in
possession of the National Model Aviation Museum. The experience of competing
internationally is something that Ed will never forget. The 1960s Internationals were the first in
which the United States competed, so the U.S. team was interested to see what other countries
were building and other countries were interested to see the models coming from the United
States. According to Ed, Dr. Walt Good was the team manager.

When Ed and the rest of the United States team were checking in, some of the German, Swedish
and French competitors came over to check out their planes. They began shaking their heads at
the American models with good finishes telling people that the models would not do well
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because they obviously had not been test flown. The other teams thought the Americans had
brought only show pieces, not real competitive models.

The tables turned, though, when the Americans won the Internationals. After that, the designs
and finishes on the American planes were accepted internationally. This win also led to other
opportunities for Ed. He began getting requests from all over the world to fly demonstrations.
Ed went to South Africa to Rhodesia, as it was at that time, and flew demonstrations at rugby

fields and cricket fields.

Of all the events surrounding the 1960 Internationals, though, Ed particularly remembers an
event that happened while he was traveling. He flew into the London airport on his way to
Switzerland and had a layover before he caught his connecting flight. After he landed, an
announcement came over the P.A. system: “Will Ed Kazmirski please report to the telephone?”
Ed was scared something had happened back at home and hurried to the phone. He dialed the
number he was given and a gentleman answered. He said, “My name is Ronnie Moulton and
I’'m the editor of Aeromodeller” —a modeling magazine published in Britain — “You’ve got a six-
hour layover, what would you like to do?”

Ed was relieved that nothing was amiss at home and asked to meet some of the modelers in the
area. He enjoyed the time spent there and said that everyone was nice to him, as if he were part
of a big fraternity.

National competition went well for Ed also. He designed and built a new plane each year for
competition and in 1961, at age 40, he won the Nationals with a variation of his Orion model,
which was successful at the 1960 Internationals.

Designs and Experiments

Three of Ed’s RC planes were kitted by Top Flite Models in Chicago. The first was the Orion,
then the Taurus and, finally, the Tauri, a trainer. All three were quite successful because they
were designed for contest work, but were also smooth flyers. Though all three planes were kitted
in the early to mid 1960s, Ed still gets calls about them today (2003).

Ed was featured on the cover of the January 1963 issue of Model Airplane News magazine with
one of his planes. He is unsure how many kits were sold, but said they dominated the market for
quite some time.

Throughout his years in modeling, including a break for work obligations, Ed has designed
approximately 10 models. He is proud to have been a pioneer in RC. He said that he and other
designers from about 1955 to 1965 helped develop designs and ideas that changed flight
characteristics of airplanes. The basic design developed then is still being used today (2003).
Prior to this period of design and innovation, many model airplane designs were more crude,
according to Ed.
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Leadership

Ed has been an active member in the model clubs he has belonged to in the Chicago area though
never took on a position such as president. He said that there were always plenty of other
modelers willing to lead and he enjoyed being on the flying field the most. Ed’s work also
prohibited him from spending too much time on modeling. After spending three years in the
service, Ed started a machine shop with his father, which grew to have 150 employees and run
24 hours a day. Being so involved in the business allowed Ed little time for modeling and he
eventually gave it up for a while.

He has directed contests held by his club and once was asked to go to Japan to direct a modeling
contest held by the United State Air Force.

The Present

Currently (2003), Ed has tried to get back into flying a bit at the age of 81. He has found that he
isn’t able to fly like he used to because his reflexes have changed. He looks back fondly on his
modeling days and still enjoys talking with people who call about his models.

- End -
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The following photographs are of the Taurus designed by Ed. These photographs were
submitted by modeler George Mitzel.
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This photo was submitted by Hank Clark
(winner of the 1970 Nationals for RC pattern)
through George Mitzel. It is Ed at the 1969
Nationals in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.



