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Career 

• 1938 – joined the AMA  
• 1948 to 1954 – Free Flight contest board member 
• 1962 – Radio Control (RC) Contest Board Member 
• 1963-64 – AMA President 
• 1964 to 1991 – AMA Executive Director  (27 years) 
• 1966 – Adviser; helped organize the National Free Flight Society (NFFS) 
• 1991 February to present – AMA Executive Director Emeritus 
• 1996 – Assistant Historian; helped organize new AMA History Program 
• 1967 to 1992 – 25 years as FAI-CIAM secretary 

Honors: 
• 1964 – AMA Fellow  
• 1978 – AMA Hall of Fame  
• 1990 – NFFS Hall of Fame 
• 1990 – Vintage RC Society Hall of Fame 
• 1990 – Howard McEntee Award 
• 1992 – Society of Antique Modelers Hall of Fame 
• 1981 – FAI Tissandier Diploma for International Aeromodeling Leadership 
• 1986 – Elder Statesman of Aviation, National Aeronautic Association   

This is a biography of John Worth that was published on the occasion of John's induction into the SAM Hall of 
Fame in 1992. The text was taken from July/August 1992 issue of the SAM publication, “SAM Speaks.”  It was issue 
number 106.   
His very distinguished career in modeling reads as follows: 
 
In 1938, he joined the AMA.  He was a Free Flight contest board member from 1948-54. Then in 
1962, John became the Radio Controlled (RC) contest board chairman. 
  
In 1963-64 he was elected AMA president followed by his becoming executive director from 
February 1964 to January 1991 (27 years). 
 
After his retirement in 1991he became executive director emeritus. 
 
He was an adviser to and helped organize the National Free Flight Society (NFFS) in 1966. 
 
He is the recipient of many awards listed on the heading of this biography. 
 
 
The following is an excerpt from “For the Record,” the National Aeronautic Association’s (NAA) publication. It is 
from the early 1991 issue. 
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February 1990: John Worth Steps Down! 
 
John Worth, executive director of the Academy of Model Aeronautics, a division of NAA, 
stepped down from that position on January 31.  He had been executive director since 1964. 
 
At the time Worth became the first full-time executive director in 1964, the AMA had a total 
membership of less than 25,000 and was barely solvent. Today the AMA has membership well 
in access of 150,000 and net assets of several million dollars. 
 
At a ceremony marking John's retirement, Don Lowe, President of AMA stated: “There is no 
question that AMA is what it is today because of the dedication and leadership of John Worth.  
All of us in the aeromodeling community are indebted to him.” 
 
NAA President Mal Gross presented Worth with NAA’s Certificate of Honor in recognition of 
his many contributions to sport aviation.  He noted: “John, through his long, and dedicated        
leadership to the Academy has been one of only a handful of people about whom it can be truly 
said, ‘He made a difference.’  He leaves an organization that is strong, and that is a major 
influence in sport aviation today.  He will be missed.” 
 
 
The following article was taken from the May/June 1964 issue of the now extinct magazine called American 
Modeler.    
From NASA to the Academy of Model Aeronautics: Meet John Worth, New 
Executive Director 
 
The two most important events from modern times, at least from an aeronautical point of view, 
were the trans-Atlantic flight of Charles A. Lindbergh in May of 1927 and the orbiting of 
Sputnik I in October of 1957.  In a sense the first of these gave the world wings and then second 
took them away.  John Worth, the brand new executive director of the Academy of Model 
Aeronautics, was strongly affected by both of them. 
 
Model building was certainly nothing new when Lindbergh flew the Atlantic but the flight 

revitalized the hobby and set in motion a 
new wave of enthusiasm which led to 
what can justifiably be called the Golden 
Age of Model Building – the 1930s. 
 
John Worth was only three years old at 
the time of Lindbergh’s flight, having 
been born in New York City in 1924, but 
by the time he was eight he intercepted 
the rising tide of modeling activity and 
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was hooked, in the grand tradition, on a 10-cent flying scale kit. This first step cast the mold. He 
built models and models and more models.  He flew in contests around the New York City area 
and belonged to local model clubs; one was the Clem Sohn Gas Model Club.  He became a sort 
of airport bum, junior grade, and frequented many of the Long Island airports just to be near 
airplanes.  He went to New York's Haaren High school, which, he recalls, was the only one in 
the country at that time in which you could get diploma credit for a course in aircraft mechanics. 
 
For John the plunge into full-scale aviation came very quickly.  When he graduated from Haaren 
High School in February of 1942 World War II was on. One result of the new conflict was a call 
put out, by NACA at Hampton, Virginia, for people to work in aeronautical research.  The day 
after he left school John answered the call and headed south – along with other model builders 
such as Hewitt Phillips, Dick Everett and Frank Zaic who were already on the scene. 
 
For the first, but not the last time in his association with governmental agencies, all did not go 
according to schedule.  Instead of joining NACA John went to work for the Air Force as an 
aircraft mechanic's helper.  He did well, however, and by the time he was drafted in 1943 he had 
worked up to crew chief in the service, however, he was destined for another serious 
disappointment.  He went into the Cadets but began receiving instruction just as the pilot training 
program was being curtailed. He was switched to gunnery school and trained at Ft. Myers, 
Florida, and Alamogordo, New Mexico. He was graduated as a B-29 gunner and went overseas 
to Tinian and Okinawa just as the war was ending. 
 
For a while following his discharge John went back to the Air Force, this time as a civilian crew 
chief. Then he transferred to NACA where he remained until he took the AMA job.  He 
continued work as an aircraft mechanic on NACA research and transport planes (C-45 and C-47) 
until 1955. One of his duties during this period was serving as crew chief on the “silent plane” 
project, an L-5 converted by means of a super-muffler and a special 5-bladed prop, to ultra-quiet 
flight. 
 
Now the influence of modeling asserted itself and led to a new job. John had resumed building 
after the war, principally Free Flight and some sport ukies as well; but long about 1949 his 
interest had switched to RC and stuck.  In addition to building models and writing articles he 
formed, with partners, a group called Control Research, which was a pioneer radio control 
equipment and parts supply house.  This was a spare time business and lasted about five years, 
until 1954. It was through this sort of strong interest that in 1955 John Worth landed the model 
builder's dream job: he was moved to an NACA project concerned with outdoor RC flying scale 
models – the Outdoor Testing Unit of the Dynamic Stability Branch of NACA (later NASA). 
The work, which is a sort of complement to standard wind tunnel research, began with an old AF 
drone, but currently there is a crew of seven (two engineers and five mechanics) in the unit.  
John became the shop supervisor. 
  
The Outdoor Testing Unit is essentially a wind tunnel without the tunnel and no wind.  The crew 
is supplied with a shell made in a model shop.  They put the necessary RC equipment, 
instrumentation and parachute recovery systems in it and fly it.  Only a few of these projects are 
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powered models that take off and land under their own power.  The majority of models are tested 
in gliding sequences, which begin with a drop from a helicopter and end with a parachute 
recovery. At least that's the way things were until the impact of Sputnik 1. That turned 
everything topsy-turvy.  Little boys by the dozen forgot about airplanes and went rocket crazy.  
NACA became NASA (1958).  And the whole emphasis of John Worth's job changed. Before 
Sputnik it had been a study of the control and stability characteristics of aircraft such as the 
F-104, the F4H and the X-15.  Now it became “the flying characteristics of vehicles returning to 
earth and deployment techniques of various recovery systems.”  
 
In May of 1963 John took a long-delayed vacation.  He packed his wife Lillian, whom he had 
married in 1950 and the four children (three girls, one boy) into a 1954 Ford Station Wagon and 
spent a month going to and from California via 22 of the States.  With the help of many friends 
who put them up overnight the Worths managed the whole excursion on less than $500. And 
why had John had no vacation for so long?  Well, the kids got him mixed up in the P.T.A. for 
one thing. For another he was chairman of the RC section of the AMA contest board.  As a 
matter of fact he was so busy he didn't even have time for much at-home model building any 
more. On top of this he was nominated for AMA president. 
   
This came as a big surprise to John who was in for an even bigger one when he was elected.  He 
had naturally been too busy to campaign.  He was much better situated than most past presidents 
have been, however. His contest board chairmanship had given him some insight into the 
problems at national headquarters and by the terms of a new AMA policy, instituted just a month 
before his election, he was forwarded copies of all AMA correspondence. This brought him 
up-to-date on current business matters. Finally, unlike many a previous president, he was close 
enough to Washington to get there frequently and the AMA began to show the results.  Now 
selected as its managing head John brings a great amount of valuable experience to the job. 
 
 
Worth Talks about the AMA 
 
The main goal 
 
“This is twofold:  
 
First, to try to provide more specific guide lines for all aspects of the AMA operation ... to point 
out what's to be done and the ways in which it is to be accomplished.  To establish organizational 
procedures which will be a help in giving a continuity to the succeeding administration.  To 
provide more efficient operation with better returns on the dollar. 
 
“Second: To solidify the AMA's position as the leader in all phases of model aviation, including 
aerospace.  This will require expansion to provide increased services to include new members 
and improved services to current members. The biggest task is to rejuvenate and revitalize junior 
interests major aim of 1964 efforts: Emphasis will be on increased promotion of model aviation, 
on a campaign to obtain more flying sites and on cooperation with hobby and aerospace 
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industries.” 
 
Your first acts? 
 
“I've made appointments to get some stalled committees moving and confirmed others that have 
been operating effectively. I've established several new study groups to determine major 
problems and recommend changes. A finance committee to supervise the HQ operation, a 
by-laws committee to bring organizational procedures up to date and rules revision guide 
committee to improve rules change procedures for the contest board.”  
 
Your biggest problem? 
 
“This is to provide more effective operation. This is despite the fact that we operate with a large 
non-paid (elected volunteer officers) staff, requiring most business to be done by mail.  This 
involves the election of more dedicated and qualified people, use of better procedures and 
communications techniques. We've already noted much improvement and our efforts are 
continuing.”  
 
Relations with the NAA 
 
“Strong AMA-NAA cooperation is essential to the maximum growth of the AMA.  Since a joint 
meeting (in January 1963) concerned with financial matters we're in closer relationship with the 
NAA than we have been for a long time.  Our benefits include help on a flying site program and 
on contest and civic promotion.”  
 
Why a dues increase?  
 
“It simply costs more to service your AMA membership than it used to.  Considering what it 
costs to provide a Model Aviation subscription, your insurance, contest services, FAI programs, 
representation with many other organizations, a million and one HQ special services, what we 
receive for our dues still is the best model bargain we can buy.” 
 
What can AMA members do? 
 
“Your support through membership renewal and promoting new members is the best help you 
can give yourself. Remember: it's your organization and, you only get out of it what you put into 
it.  It's not so much a matter of counting the dollars, but rather one of making the dollars count!” 
 

- End - 



Photographs of JOHN WORTH 
Modeler for: 64 years Age: 72 (1996) AMA Number: 13 

 
 

 
 


