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AMA Remote ID and FRIA FAQs

Q: What types of UAS/model aircraft will require remote identification?

A: Any UAS manufactured or home-built that requires FAA registration (weighs over 0.55lbs)
that will be operating in the NAS. UAS may meet the remote identification requirements by
flying at FRIA sites.

Q: When will hobbyists need to comply with Remote ID requirements?

A: Although you might notice new Remote ID products on the shelves and FAA-Recognized
Identification Areas (FRIA) be established, operators are not required to comply until
September 16, 2023. During this time, AMA will continue to shape the implementation of the
rule for the hobby.

Q: What is a FRIA?

A: A FRIA is where persons can operate visual-line-of-sight UAS without Remote ID. The FAA will
look to community-based organizations, such as AMA, to apply for the establishment of these
locations.

Q: Who can apply for a flying site to be a FRIA?

A: Those eligible to request establishment of FRIAs include educational institutions and FAA-
recognized community-based organizations.

Q: How do I apply for my club’s flying site to be a FRIA?

A: AMA has provided a FRIA questionnaire link to all club officers; this link will allow you to
begin the FRIA application process. If your club has not received this FRIA questionnaire link,
please contact the AMA clubs department.

Q: Are FRIA sites required to be open to the general public?

A: No. Anyone operating at a FRIA must have permission of the land owner, property manager,
or club in order to do so.

Q: Can a city, town or municipality create their own FRIA sites for UAS flying at parks or open
space that they own/manage?
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A: No. FRIAs may only be requested by FAA-recognized community-based organizations (CBO)
and educational institutions. However, they could provide use of the public land site to a CBO
club and the CBO could then apply for FRIA approval from the FAA.

Q: How will Remote ID apply at events not at a FRIA?

A: Special events, such as air shows or other temporary events, will have a path to receive
authorization from the Administrator to deviate from the Remote ID operating rules.

Q: I mostly fly at my AMA chartered club’s flying site. How does this rule impact me?

A: Clubs will be able to apply for their flying site(s) to be recognized by the FAA through AMA.
When the flying site is included in the list of FRIAs, members can fly there without needing to
meet any additional Remote ID requirements.

Q: I don’t fly at an AMA chartered club flying site. How does this rule impact me?

A: Those flying outside of an established flying site can meet the Remote ID requirements by
flying a standard Remote ID-equipped aircraft or an aircraft equipped with a broadcast module.

Q: What changes are there to FAA registration

A: There were not changes to aircraft registration for those under 55lbs. Please continue to
register once every three years for S5, regardless of how many aircraft you own.

Q: Are recreational UAS weighing under 0.55lbs required to comply with remote
identification rules?

A: Remote identification is tied to FAA registration. Since these UAS are not required to register
with the FAA, they are also not required to comply with remote identification.

Q: Will my Large Model Aircraft (LMA) need to comply with Remote ID requirements?
A: All recreational model aircraft over 0.55Ibs will need to comply with the remote ID rule.
Q: Do Control Line and Free Flight operators need to meet Remote ID requirements?

A: No. AMA maintains that Control Line and Free Flight do not meet the definition of unmanned
aircraft systems.

Q: Will FPV be permitted at FRIA locations?
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A: We interpret that FPV will continue to be permitted under any form of Remote ID given
legislation written in PL 115-254 Sect 349, defining visual-line-of-sight operations.

Q: I often fly scratch-built or plan-built models. How will this impact me?

A: Recreational and educational operators can “home build” without meeting manufacturer
certification standards, allowing these types of aircraft to be operated at a FRIA or under the
broadcast model option.

Q: Are Standard Remote ID aircraft or add-on broadcast modules available for purchase?

A: A full list of compliant aircraft and modules can be found at https://uasdoc.faa.gov/listDocs.
Please keep in mind that this list represents the aircraft and broadcast modules that the FAA
has approved to have met the remote ID standard so far. Not all the aircraft and broadcast
modules on the list are available for sale at this time.

Q: Do | have to pay a monthly subscription fee to a UAS service provider?

A: No. These requirements in the earlier proposed rule were removed in the final rule along
with the need to connect to the internet.

Q: Will personally identifiable information be publicly available for all UAS operations?

A: No. Both remote ID options broadcast the serial number assigned to either the UA or the
broadcast module. Only the FAA and law enforcement will be able to obtain identifiable
information of the UAS owner.

Q: Some operators have voiced concerned that someone may steal their broadcast module
and use it to commit nefarious acts. Is there any way to prevent this?

A: Yes, remote ID aircraft and broadcast modules will be tied to FAA registration and therefore
password protected through the FAA Drone Zone. If an aircraft or module is lost or stolen, the
owner can unlink the serial number from his or her FAA registration account. It’s possible that
manufacturers will also add a second layer of security by password protecting their device.

Q: What if | have additional questions?

A: You can always contact AMA for additional questions regarding Remote ID and the FRIA
application process at (765)287-1256 or amagov@modelaircraft.org.
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