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Steve Brown is deep 
into development of his 
new-rules F1D program. 
Photo by Dave Saks.
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W                                              hile Phil Sullivan and I 
assembled the timing and 
processing stations, Day 1 

of the Indoor FF Nats got underway 
with the glider events.

Bruce Kimball made it look easy as 
he wrung out his deceptively simple-
looking Discus-Launch Glider (DLG) 
and Standard Catapult Glider. They 
went straight up and effortlessly 
rolled out into a stable glide—no 
transition stalls, but a slight wing 
wobble that indicates an optimal 
fl ight attitude. Not only is Bruce a 
natural with these airplanes, but he is 
quick to offer assistance and advice 
to his fellow competitors. Keep an 
eye out for his scores as the contest 
progresses. He is sure to post the 
times to beat.

Rob Romash got started with a 
DLG that he completed a few days 
before leaving for the contest. He 
wisely had Bruce take the fi rst tosses. 
Unfortunately, during Rob’s turn, the 
outside stabilizer half succumbed to 
launch stresses and ejected from the 

model. The airplane looped hard into 
the ground, but surprisingly suffered 
no additional damage. Benefi ting 
from the new schedule that spreads 
additional glider time across all fi ve 
days, Rob reassembled the pieces and 
reinforced the stabilizer with carbon 
and fi berglass. The model is ready for 
Day 2.

Nick Ray began his competition 
by focusing on Mini Stick. You 
know the old movies where someone 
challenges his foe to a dual by 
slapping him with a glove? Nick did 
that to Romash with his Mini Stick. 
Well, he didn’t actually hit Rob with 
his model, but he might as well have. 

Using up all his offi cial fl ights in 
one series, Nick posted a 13.5-minute 
fl ight to put on the pressure in Rob’s 
signature event. Rob upped the ante 
with a lot of smack talk while Nick 
was bumping the tiles at the ceiling, 
but now he’s going to answer with his 
fl ying. Stay tuned to see if Romash 
can resurrect his 14-plus-minute days 
of Kibbe Dome contests past.

Steve Brown worked on new F1D-
rules, logging an unoffi cial fl ight that 
was slightly less than 24 minutes. 
He’s fi nding it challenging to get to 
the ceiling, and to keep from dead-
sticking. It looks like there is a fair 
amount of additional performance 
to tweak out. The next few days will 
be interesting as Steve’s progress 
continues, and additional F1D fl iers 
join in focusing on the new event.

David Aronstein and his son, Zevi, 
set the stage for the FAC and Scale 
events. David has accepted the task 
of Scale judging and coordination of 
the mass launches that will be held 
over the next few days, in addition to 
fl ying his own models. David’s high-
performance Coconut is something to 
look forward to.

We are awaiting the arrival of a 
few more competitors, as the likes of 
Kang Lee and Bill Gowen fi nish their 
journeys to the Nats. Follow more of 
the action in the next installment of 
NatsNews as Day 2 gets underway.

—John Kagan

Rob Romash and 
Dave Saks repair 
Rob’s DLG after 
catastrophic stabilizer 
failure on launch. 
Dave Saks photo.
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Tim Warren built two replicas of John Kagan’s 
F1L—tripling the number of that model that 
have ever been built. Saks photo.

Kagan’s F1D aircraft 
enjoys the calm Kibbie 
Dome air. Saks photo.
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John Kagan, this year’s 
NatsNews reporter, hasn’t 
let go of old-rules F1D yet. 
Saks photo.


