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RC Scale Aerobatics

RC Scale Aerobatics Day 4
Day three of the Nats started out with 
thick fog. Most of the pilots are optimists 
though, so airplanes were unpacked, put 
together, and brought to the fl ightline. 

Aft er that it was a morning of studying 
Unknowns, visiting with friends, or getting 
a fresh cup of coff ee.

Th e scheduled wheels-up time was 8 
a.m., but there was no way we were going 
to fl y at that time. Th en 9 a.m. came and 
went and still a no go, but it was looking 
more promising. Approximately 9:20 a.m. 
the fog broke and it was time to send the 
fi rst two pilots up—one from Intermediate 
and one from Unlimited.

Avery Poole, the fi rst Intermediate pilot, 
was able to get through his sequence, but 
the airplane defi nitely went in the clouds 
more than once.

Th e Unlimited sequence needs more 
space and altitude, so when the fi rst pilot, 
John Schroder, took off  and started the 
fi rst maneuver, it was obvious that the 
clouds were still too low. Luckily, they 
cleared out pretty quickly and by about 
9:45 a.m. we were up in the air.

Th e day turned out quite nice, except 
for … wait for it … the wind! Yet another 
day of wind! Th is time it was blowing in, 
so all of those rudder corrections the pilots 
fi gured out during the fi rst two days, were 
thrown out and new corrections had to be 
learned!

All of the maneuvers the pilots fl y are 
based off  of straight lines, and precision 
fl ight, and all maneuvers need to be 
corrected for the wind. Meaning they 
cannot be displaced by the breezes. It’s no 
easy task here in the Muncie air.

Just as in the fi rst few days, the pilots 
seem to handle the wind in style, fl ying 
excellent sequences all day. Some used 
this open time to get that last little bit of 
sequence practice in and even a few were 
wringing out their freestyle airplanes for 
the Friday aft ernoon Freestyle contest.

Th ursday night is the IMAC/Scale 
Aerobatic Nats banquet so the fl ying ended 
a bit early, giving the pilots, helpers, and 
volunteer crew time to tally the scores, 
pack up airplanes and gear, clean up and 
get to the banquet on time.

Th e banquet is held in the banquet 
facility attached to the National Model 
Aviation museum, and the AMA is kind 
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enough to keep the museum open late for the group. Many take 
advantage of this and spend some time exploring this fantastic 
facility.

IMAC President Wayne Matthews presented the IMAC 
President’s Award at the banquet. Congratulations to Tim Attaway 
and Dave Smith.

Tim has been a past IMAC board member, southwest regional 
director, and sequence committee member among many other 
duties! He was been instrumental in working in the southwest 
region, building it up to the powerful and active region it has 
become.

Dave Smith is the author of the original SCORE! scorekeeping 
soft ware and has worked tirelessly to keep the soft ware up to date 
not only each year, but during the year when questions arise. Dave 

is also working on new soft ware to work with Wi-Fi and iPads.
All of this is completely gratis to IMAC. As I have mentioned in 

the past, you can’t have a contest without scores, and the SCORE! 
soft ware has been a cornerstone of this for years. Congratulations 
to both and thank you for all that you do and have done for IMAC.

Aft er handing out the awards, Wayne spent some time 
discussing the upcoming 2014 IMAC World Championships that 
will be held here in Muncie. Visit www.imacworlds.com for more 
information.

Th e banquet also was the time to hand out the Unknowns 
for the fi nal day. Yep, that is supposed to be plural! For the fi nal 
day, the pilots fl y an Unknown, a Known, a second Unknown, 
and another Known! To say that the pressure is on is quite an 
understatement!
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Take a look at the scores! Kal, nine years old, is handling the Sportsman class, but take a look at Intermediate! Wow, that is a tight race! 
Th ere are some tight races in Advanced and Unlimited too!

Well, I need to study my Unknown too! So it is time to call it a day! See you at the Finals!
—Curtis Cozier, reporter/photographer

Sportsman.

Intermediate.
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Advanced.

Unlimited.
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Photos this page by Jenni Orebaugh.
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The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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