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John Kagan 
gave Standard 
Catapult a shot.
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What happens if you hold a 
Coconut Mass Launch, and 
only one airplane shows up? If 

you are Rob Romash, you rechristen it the 
Coconut Mass Watch, and invite everyone 
over to see Dave Aronstein’s model. 

Dave only needed a 2-second glide 
to take home the trophy, but instead he 
cranked it almost up to the bottom of the 
scoreboard. It was defi nitely worth a break 
in the action to watch this cool plane.

Rob realized that the 5/99 rubber he 
was using to compete with Nick Ray in 
MiniStick wasn’t really 5/99. Instead, it 
was an average Super Sport batch. He 
mistakenly stuffed the rubber in the wrong 
container, and used it to prepare an array 
of Nats motors. Unfortunately, he has 
already burned through four of his fi ve 
offi cial fl ights, leaving one left to try to 
knock Nick out of fi rst place.

Kang Lee is suffering from severe 

shoulder pain, and requested a proxy 
steerer. I got roped into the duty, and he 
stuffed a few fl ights into the ceiling to 
keep me busy. After I was worn out, Kang 
put up a no-steer late evening test fl ight 
that did 34:47. He is poised to take over 
the top spot tomorrow, so it looks like I’ll 
have to dig my plane back out.

Larry Coslick also needed a bit of proxy 
steering for his Intermediate Stick. Nick, 
Ray Harlan, and I took turns keeping the 
plane out of danger, and it landed with a 
29-plus-minute fl ight to take the lead.

Bill Gowen put up a solid 9:58 A-6 
fl ight. He was ready to pack the model 
away, but Kang goaded him into striving 
for the site record. Bill tried, but wasn’t 
able to top Gary Hodson’s previous 10:15. 
A national championship title will make 
up for it, if Bill can remain on top.

Ray Harlan sent his 35cm up into the jet 
stream that runs directly below the tiles. 

It took his plane through the curtains, 
and into the forest of cables holding the 
scoreboard. Ray managed to extract his 
plane from the maze, but lost sight of 
it below his Mylar balloon and had to 
terminate the fl ight. He was later seen 
painting the bottom of the balloon black to 
keep the problem from happening again.

I put up a couple of fl ights of 
approximately 25 minutes in new-rules 
F1D to move into fi rst place for the 
moment. The model didn’t quite make it 
to the ceiling, and ran out of turns on the 
way down. Could variable-pitch propellers 
become obsolete in all but the shortest 
sites? I don’t have a good feeling about 
this.

Two days remain, and the competitors 
are heading into crunch time to sort out 
the fi nal standings. Stay tuned to see who 
comes out on top.

—John Kagan

Everyone watching the Coconut “Mass” Launch.
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John Kagan and Dave Aronstein 
give Larry Coslick’s Bostonian the 
once over.

Kang Lee is working out some new F1D ideas.

Larry Coslick preps for Bostonian.

Zevi Aronstein is enjoying 
his time at the Nats.
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Cessna C-37 Airmaster.

Other assorted 
subjects by Aronstein.

Clipped-wing Cub.

Gene Stubb’s Wright Flyer.

Ray Harlan’s Corben 
Super Ace.

Convair XB-46 by David Aronstein.

Aronstein’s Avro Vulcan.

Larry Coslick’s 
Cassutt NoCal.
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Aronstein’s A.N.T. 25.



Indoor Free Flight Scores



Nick Ray is enjoying 
one last go-around 
with old-rules F1D.


