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Today's Events:
RC Soaring
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RC Soaring

RC Soaring Day 4 Recap
NOS and RES Day Two

Tuesday we concluded the NOS and 
RES contests. Yes, during the two days 
there were pilots eyeing each other’s times 
and landing scores up and down the 
fl ightline. But much more important than 
the competition, we leave with memories 
of the good fl ights, telling stories all 
evening at the campsites, and making new 
friends.

We couldn’t start fl ying until 10:30 a.m. 
because of fog. It took three test launches 
to verify the visibility was good enough, 
and on some of the fi rst rounds a few 
planes ghosted in and out of sight. Th e 
wind was much friendlier today and we 
even saw the sun for a few long stretches. 

Most pilots made it back to the fi eld and 
fl ight times were generally higher. Th ere 
was another rain delay Tuesday aft ernoon, 

so only four 
rounds of fl ying 
were completed, 
making 10 total 
rounds for the 
contest.

In NOS, Ken 
Bates held onto 
the top spot with 
9,417 points. 
Stewart Swanson, 
Tom Broeski, 
Peter Goldsmith, 
Paul Wiese, 
David Beach, 
Mark Groves, 
Skye Malcom, 
Norm Poti, and 
Jerry Griffi  th 
completed the top 
10 places.

First in RES was Mike Fox with 9,105 
points for the 10 rounds. He was followed 
by Peter Goldsmith, Terry Edmonds, 
Doug Pike (with a “woody” airplane) 
and Don Cleveland. Places 6th through 
10th were taken by Tom Broeski, Gil 
Gauger, Ken Bates, Jerry Griffi  th and Jerry 
Robertson.

Because of weather and the design 
limitations of the planes, virtually 
everyone suff ered at least one poor score 
due to short fl ights, off -fi eld landings, or 
boundary violations. (Some of us received 
many low scores but had a great time 
anyway.)

As usual, a gathering of this many 
planes and pilots produces some great low 
saves and a rekindling of the wonder of 
powerless fl ight. And yes, unfortunately, 
we also realized a few models’ “expiration 
dates.”

Wednesday is the start of the Unlimited 
Category, in which the planes have the 
best technology. Some of the pilots arrived 
Tuesday and were fi ne-tuning their planes 
and their skills. We’re in for some exciting 
fl ying. 

Gordon Buckland will take over the 
writing of the daily NatsNews articles.

—Tim Gess reporter/photographer
Caleb Gess photographer

Mike Fox with his RES fi rst-place plaque.

Ken Bates 
receives his 

NOS fi rst-place 
plaque from 

Jim Deck and 
Jim McCarthy.



Peter Goldsmith’s 
Sailaire was a crowd 

favorite. Rumor 
has it that it had 

an aversion to the 
landing tape.

Paul Weise aft er his 

best flight of the 
contest. He suff ered 

a very low launch 
but recovered with 
a thermal over the 
landing box. He 
couldn’t have been 20 

feet up when he turned 

his big plane on its 
wingtip and managed to 

circle out.

RC Soaring

Darwin Barrie coaches junior winner Caleb Gess to the top score in his group. 
Caleb fi nished 22nd overall.



RC Soaring

Marna Jeff ery poses with 
her contest mug “she 
who must be obeyed.” 
As usual, she does a 
great job announcing the 
transitions, cheering tired 
fliers out with their groups, 
and taking interruptions 
and computer problems in 
stride. Thank you, Marna!

Fresh trolls (L-R) Camden and Amelia Greening, 
and Madalyn Haynes. Thank you for the great work! 

These kids take their jobs seriously. Johnny Berlin 
was taking one of the carts aft er the contest but was 

stopped by one of the girls, who said “Hey, that’s
my cart! But I’ll give you a ride if you want.” He was 

happy to have her ferry him out to the flightline.

Barb Robinson and Larry Jeff ery discuss 
ways to keep things running smoothly. 

They are part of the team that makes the 
Nats Soaring event possible. Barb will be 
the CD for Unlimited starting Wednesday.

The trolls wait out 

the cloudburst with a 

card game.



RC Soaring

The faithful ground crew sets up the fi eld for Unlimited. 
The wind is changing, so all of the winches had to be 
repositioned for launching to the south.
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Rudder-Elevator-Spoiler.
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Nostalgia.
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The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!
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RC Soaring
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RC Soaring
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RC Soaring
Sunday

No Events
Monday

Free Flight
Tuesday

Free Flight

This week's events:



Chuch Pinnell poses just 
aft er the storm passes by.


