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Today's Events:
RC Soaring

Jeff  Duval makes 
another great 
landing with his 
Xplorer.
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RC Soaring

F3J Soaring Day 1
With the unfortunate change in dates 

for the Nats the usual large group of F3J 
afi cionados did not enter, leaving just eight 
diehard souls who showed up (and CD Phil 
Renaud) to compete in the F3J Nats early on 
Friday, July 5. 

Th e weather meteorologists had said that 
rain was likely, but as we all rolled up to Site 
4 at 7 a.m. it was dry with a fairly low but 
solid overcast of clouds that greeted us.

Phil Renaud brought along Jim Monaco’s 
F3J sound equipment and that made the 
process of setting up much easier with a 
speaker for each lane, measuring tapes, 
stakes, and everything we needed to lay 
out the fi eld quickly. Wind was forecast as 
variable from the southwest to the southeast 
at 3-4 mph but we could only set up east or 
west so the decision was made to set up to 
launch to the west. 

We had four lanes with two winches in 
each lane and the turnarounds were set at 
150 meters away from the winch line. Each 
winch was set with a braided ground line 
tied to a mono air line of 1.32mm or greater. 
Th is system was devised by Jim Monaco and 
the Rocky Mountain Soaring Association 
as the best simulation using an F3B winch 
instead of the F3J two-man hand tow.

Th e contest got underway a little aft er 9 
a.m. with still heavy overcast skies and the 
fi rst couple of groups fl oated around over 

the trees to the west in lift y air. John Graves 
got the better of group one with more than 
8 minutes for 1,000 points, and by the time 
the second group was launched the 10 
minutes was being easily achieved in the 
great air. 

Similar to the previous day in Unlimited, 
the overcast skies seemed to work like 
a blanket and the warm air was fairly 
prevalent particularly deep over the tree 
line. Even so, the air can be treacherous as 
Group 3 of Round 2 found as they struggled 
to fl oat it out and the group was won by 
John Graves again with a 5:24 - 90. 

Round 3 saw nearly everyone get out with 
simply wonderful conditions—with the 
overcast breaking and lots of puff y cumulus 
building overhead. Round 4 was such easy 
conditions that all of the pilots made their 
times with some taking much shorter 
launches and achieving times in the 9:55’s 
and 9:56’s.

Aft er lunch the wind had moved around 
a little to occasionally being slightly 
downwind as small thermals popped over 
the fi eld and sucked some of our air up 
with them. I can’t remember ever being at 
a thermal soaring contest where the wind 
was basically zero and only occasionally 
breathed a little one way or the other. 

Th is day was unique as we fl ew Round 
5 and some took shorter launches to make 
greater scores and this mostly paid off . But 

for some, however, it failed and the pilots 
took a short time. Th is is the joy of F3J. You 
have a choice of what altitude you launch to 
based on your read of the available air. You 
can take the risk with a low launch and reap 
the reward of a higher score … or not! 

Rounds 6 and 7 were fl own in less 
friendly air where a prudent choice of 
direction was required from the start or 
you quickly would fi nd your model out 
of altitude. A few pilots found themselves 
landing a bit early as a result of not 
searching far enough to reach the lift  with 
quite a few recording 3- and 4-minute 
times. 

We were very fortunate to have Kim 
Graves available to do the scoring. Although 
we had a compatibility problem with the 
scoring spreadsheet, we were able to get an 
accurate result for day one. 

Dillon Graves fl ew accurately and 
patiently all day to lead the scores with 
6,995 points. Rich Burnoski was close 
behind in second place with 6,989 points. 
Gordon Buckland was in third place with 
6,975 points, Chris Lee in fourth with 6,966, 
and Doug Pike with 6,906 points in fi ft h.

Although the number of contestants was 
fairly low, the fl ying was done in very good 
spirits and everyone on the fi eld had a lot of 
fun. See you all Saturday for the fi nal day.

—Gordon Buckland
reporter/photographer

The pilots show off  quite a 
variety of diff erent models.



RC Soaring

John Graves celebrated his 50th birthday aft er the day’s flying.

Kim Graves was the offi  cial 
scorer and also helped CD 

Phil Renaud run the contest 
smoothly all day.

The models are launched 
simultaneously at the 
start of working time.

Models 
launching 
from the 
winch 
turnarounds.

Dillon Graves 
measures one 
of the many 
great landings 
he made 
today to fi nish 
on top.

Rich Burnoski takes 
a break during 
retrieving duties at the 
turnaround pulley end.
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Pilots can land in any direction in F3J, as seen here 
with the pilots landing past the scoring tent.

An Xplorer 
descends on fi nal 

approach. 

A good throw is an essential component to getting 
the fastest launch to obtain the best score.

Rich Burnoski executes 
another perfect landing 
to fi nish Day 1, just 6 
points off  the lead.

The pilots measure the 
distance of the nose of the 
model from the 100-point 
circle to record their scores.
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All of today’s ALES photos are by Jenni Orebaugh.
Altitude Limited Electric Soaring

Th e inaugural ALES at the Nats kicked off  Friday. 
Weather conditions started with a very low cloud 
cover, limiting our ability to begin until the ceiling 
lift ed to beyond the 200-meter-launch height. 

Fortunately, aft er beginning the contest at 9:30 
a.m., we were blessed with increasingly beautiful 
weather for the fl ying. By midmorning the sun 
had come out and thermal conditions were very 
strong, making for what turned out to be primarily 
a landing contest. 

Eight rounds were fl own and it was only in 
rounds 7 and 8 that we saw some competitors began 
to struggle to fi nd their times. 

Peter Goldsmith, in particular, distinguished 
himself by fl ying to third place with a brand-
new Mystique RES against some very serious 
competition. Pete got his times with fl ights in big 
lift  and it was only in the landing box where he 
had some struggles. In later rounds, Pete tended 
to be the rabbit that other competitors followed on 
launch. 

We had 29 pilots compete this year. Planes 
ranging from Radians to high-dollar moldies were 
fl own. One of the nice things about ALES is a gentle 
launch, which results in a wide variety of airplanes. 
None were damaged in the contest, allowing all 
competitors to fl y all rounds.

—Skye Malcolm, CD
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F3J Scores up to Round 7. (Apologies for the handwriting but we didn’t have a printer.)

Rainy Day ALES Score. Skye Malcolm photo.



The 2013 National Aeromodeling Championships are sponsored by:

Thank you for joining 
us this year!

Sunday

No events
Monday

Free Flight
Tuesday

Free Flight
Wednesday

Free Flight
Thursday

Free Flight
Friday

Free Flight

This week's events:



Ed Franz and Jack Iafret.
Jenni Orebaugh photo.


