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Control Line Racing started 
on Monday with F2C Team 
Race. This event uses a three-

member jury to oversee the races. This 
year, the jury members were Bill Lee, 
Tom Fluker Sr., and Dave Rolley. 

There were fi ve teams entered in 
this year’s Nats. Two of the teams 
will be representing the US in the 
upcoming World Championships and 
some of the teams are ones that have 
been competing together for just a few 
years. For one team, this was the fi rst 
time competing together as a team.

The races are fl own for 100 laps with no required pit stops, but because of the limited amount of fuel allowed, 
teams make at least two refueling pit stops per race. Each team fl ew three races with three planes per race to 
determine their fi nal placing. The teams competing in each race are rotated, so each team gets to fl y against as 
many other teams as possible.

During the race, the jury gives out penalties for infractions by either the pitman or the pilot. Each team can 
receive two penalties per race without affecting their time for the race, but after the third penalty, the team is 
disqualifi ed and receives no time for the race. Some infractions, however, receive an automatic disqualifi cation.  

The results of the races were as follows:

Team   Round 1 Round 2 Round 3 Best Time Final placing
Fluker/Lambert 3:14.33 3:17.90 DNF  3:14.33  1st

Fischer/Wilks  3:14.60  3:16.77 DQ   3:14.60  2nd

Topunov/Elbert 3:56.27 3:54.44 3:48.63  3:48.63  3rd

Brozo/Wallick  3:59.87  4:21.23 3:50.35  3:50.35 4th

Hempel/Greb  DQ  5:28.81   5:40.50 5:28.81 5th

The winning time for Tom Fluker and Dick 
Lambert is a new AMA 100-lap record time.

Unfortunately, we only had two entries 
in the unoffi cial F2CN event. One of the 
two teams that entered was using borrowed 
equipment and had diffi culties getting the 
engine to start and run consistently, so they 
dropped out. The team of Andrew Robinson 
from New Zealand and Bill Lee from Texas 
turned a respectable time of 4:10.96 in this 
100-lap race.

After all offi cial racing was done for 
the day, a couple of the contestants took 
advantage of the favorable weather conditions 
to do some test fl ying for Tuesday’s events.

—Melvin Schuette

Dick Lambert 
warms up the 
motor before 
the race.

Mikhail Brozo and Patrick Hempel waiting for go.
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The winners 
with two of the 
jury members.

The jury watching the race from the tower.

The pilots’ meeting.

Dave Rolley checks the 
lines on Dave Fisher’s 
plane before the race.

Pilots spend some time relaxing before the race.
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Monday of Nats week for the CL Stunt fl iers means 
practicing in the morning and then going back to the 
motel to shine up the models for the ever-important 

appearance point judging.
Practice began in earnest at the L-Pad and on the grass circles 

at 7 a.m. sharp. This is also a day to renew old friendships and 
show each other our new models. Coaches begin watching 
patterns and suggesting changes, and small trim changes are 
made to the models to adapt them to the Muncie air.

There are always a few surprises on this day. One very nice 
surprise was the return to Nats competition of Chris Rud. 
Chris was a fast-improving young fl ier who represented the 
US, AMA, and PAMPA as the Junior member of the 2006 
FAI F2B Team that went to Spain. Shortly after that World 
Championships, Chris was gone from the stunt scene. Turns 
out that Chris was busy going to and graduating from college, 
getting married, and starting a family. Now he’s back and is 
fl ying very well indeed.

We have a number of visitors from faraway lands again this 
year, and among them is our old friend, Kaz Minato. Kaz won 
the Concours award last year with his spectacular F6F Hellcat 
semiscale design. This year Kaz brought his new Blue Max 
Eternal design, which is a more traditional-format ship. It’s just 
as beautiful as his Hellcat, so don’t be too surprised if Kaz takes 
home another large prop trophy! 

At 2:30 p.m. on Nats Monday, the fl iers gathered at the 
Oneighty Building in Muncie for the pilots’ meeting and for 
appearance point judging. Typically the pilots’ meeting takes 
a couple of hours to complete, mostly due to the fact that the 
seeding and fl ight orders for the three events to be fl own need to 
be set. 

The fl iers pick their fl ight order using numbered Ping-Pong 
balls, and then wait patiently (?) for the appearance point judges 
to examine the many models presented and assign the “pretty 
points.” These points will be added to the fl ier’s fl ight score to 
determine the total score for each pattern fl own.

Just looking at the myriad models on the fl oor at the Oneighty 
Building is awe inspiring. The collective hours of work 
represented in those models must run into the tens of thousands!

—Bob Hunt

Chris Rud has returned to the “stunt wars” fl ying this very capable 
semiscale Typhoon. Watch out guys, he’s serious!

Kaz Minato gives us a look at his new Blue Max Eternal design. Kaz is a 
frequent visitor to the Nats from his home in Japan. 

Right: The fl iers wait in 
line to present their stunt 
models for weighing and 

Appearance Point judging 
at the Oneighty Building.
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Intermediate
As promised in yesterday’s NatsNews, here 

are the results of the Intermediate event that 
was held on Sunday. 

Bob Brookins once again volunteered to be 
the Event Director for the event and assembled 
a very capable staff. The Tabulators were Elaine 
Brookins and Merry Phelps. The scores were 
delivered to the tabulation desk and then posted 
by Teresa Vourmond. The weighmaster was Joe 
Peters, and the pull tester was Vince Bodde. 

Don Ogren and Greg Vourmond handled the 
judging duties. Bob reported that everything 
went smoothly despite the somewhat 
challenging winds.

The new Intermediate Nats Champion is Jeff 
Traxler. Dan Bregar fi nished in second place, 
followed by LeRoy Polk in third, Don Sopka 
and Samantha Hines captured fourth and fi fth 
respectively.

—Bob Hunt

Just think about how many hours of building and fi nishing 
are represented here!

CL Stunt Event Director Bob McDonald conducts the pilots’ 
meeting while the Appearance Point judging is being done. 

The new Intermediate CL Stunt Champion is Jeff 
Traxler, shown here with his electric-powered stunter. 
Looks happy doesn’t he?
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You may want to watch the sky 
starting Tuesday, July 15, for the 
start of RC Combat. Once again 

there will be streamers and planes fl ying 
and, sometimes crashing, as we start 
this year’s Nats. We look to have a good 
showing with many pilots from around the 
country. We will once again be fl ying for 
four days with fi ve different classes of RC 
Combat this year. 

The fi rst event of the day will be SSC 
Combat which stands for Slow and 
Survivable Combat. SSC has a lot more 
restrictions on engine size and weight limit. 
SSC planes cannot weight less than 2½ 
pounds. They are required to have a .15 
engine that cannot be over a certain price 
limit.

Some planes will also have an electric 
motor for the engine. It is also required 
to run an 8 x 3 Master Airscrew Prop at 
17,500 rpm. SSC was designed to make 
Combat more even and put more emphasis 
on the pilot. After SSC, we will start Open 
B Combat. Open B planes have some of 
the same designs as SSC planes, but allow 
up to .30 cu. in. engine with no restriction 
on price or rpm. These planes will fl y up 
to twice as fast as SSC planes, making for 
some great action. 

You will see that some of the planes will 

use special muffl ers to try to increase the 
rpm to the engine’s maximum. 

Once we are done with Open B, we will 
be running a new class this year which is 
Gnat Combat. Gnat planes use a design 
where all the planes are the same using a 
Coroplast wing and an aluminum rail for the 
fuselage. The engine is a .15 engine running 
a Master Air Screw 8 x 3 prop just like SSC. 

Because all the planes are the same, there 
is no rpm limit. We also do not allow any 
sticky substance to be applied to the wings, 
as is common practice in the other classes. 
This will make for rounds where there are 
more streamers in the air since it requires 

more prop strikes to get them to cut the 
streamers.

Here are some of the basics of RC 
Combat and what you will want to look for. 
When you hear “start engines,” the pilots 
have 90 seconds to get in the air. During 
this time for SSC they will be taching the 
engine to make sure that it is not running 
above 17,500 rpm. The judge will be there 
to make sure that it is checked correctly. 

Once the 90 seconds are over, you will 
hear “start combat.” At this point, the planes 
will be trying to make cuts on the other 
people’s streamers while trying to keep their 
own streamer intact. Pilots get 100 points 

per cut as well as 4 points per 
foot of their own streamer that 
they keep. 

You will notice that a 
streamer will sometimes attach 
itself to the planes’ wing and 
stay attached. This is caused by 
using tape or sticky material on 
the wing’s leading edge. 

After 5 minutes, you will hear 
“end combat.” At this point, the 
planes will land and scores will 
be entered on the score sheets. 

There is some important 
safety information that all 
spectators should know. When 
at the fi eld, you should not go 
past the main tent unless you 
are wearing a hard hat. There 
are times when planes and/
or parts may come across the 
fl ightline following a midair 
collision.

—Don Grissom

The Combat group gets together for a little smack talk about who will win.

Pilots will be trying to stay out of the ground.
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William Drumm will again be trying eliminate the competition.

William Drumm (R) and Eric Gilkey should once again be the ones to watch this year.

RC Combat Begins



Nats F2D action on Monday showed 27 
entrants on the roster. A couple of no-
show competitors left us with 13 matches 

in the fi rst round. There was plenty of good 
Combat action and nearly everybody was well 
prepared and had practiced. 

As in any good F2D, meet we saw lots of very 
fast, close-in maneuvering, tight chases through 
Figure 8s, wiggles, multiple loops, and quite a 
few midairs when someone zigged when he or 
she should have zagged. Cut scores were mostly 
2-1, but a couple matches with a lot of defensive 
fl ying were 1-1 or 1-0. Only a few matches had 
three cuts scored. 

On the fi rst day, we fl ew 36 matches, half of 
the triple elimination total of about 75 matches, 
including a couple of refl ies. A big thunderstorm 
started producing lightning during the second-to-
last match, leaving a third refl y to be fl own fi rst 
thing on Tuesday.

Arlene Pyles ran the pit area for Event Director 
Chris Gay. Chris also had help from Tatyana 
Korytsov and Dave Edwards judging, a rotating 
crew of backup timers, and Bob Nelson doing the 
pull test, tech checks, and clock.

More wild matches on Tuesday!
—Phil Cartier

Mark Rudner and Andrey Nadein get Andrey’s daughter, 
Alexandra, up against Alex Rennick.

In a rematch after the second round, Ed Bryzs and Richard 
Stubblefi eld tangle in another wild match. Ed’s plane is 
going into the ground in front of him. Richard’s plane is off 
somewhere overhead, while Chris Gay watches. Ed’s pit 
crew, Ron Colombo and Mike Evans, get ready to run for 
the streamer and get Ed’s spare plane up.

A short time later, Alexandra’s 
plane was headed toward the 

circle marshal. Alex’s plane is on 
the ground in front of his pit crew.
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Ron Colombo and Leo 
Silva from Mexico do 
some nice fl ying that 

ended in a win for Silva.

CL Combat Begins



It’s a dead-even start for Bunrhan, Witte, and Sattler.

This is the second day of the Pylon 
Nats and Electric Formula 1 (EF1) 
is on deck. With 48 registered 

entries, this screams success for the newest 
of racing classes in AMA. And keep in 
mind that this is still an unoffi cial event. 

After the overwhelming participation 
of the last four years, drawing no fewer
than 44 competitors, I am willing to bet 
that EF1 will be an offi cial event for the 
next Nats. It is the fastest-growing Pylon 
Racing event.

Please allow me to congratulate 
our newest AMA 424 Q-500 National 
Champion. Darwin Larson is a young 
man who has been a force to reckon with 

since he started racing a few years ago. 
Congrats, Darwin. 

Ironman Jim Nikodem, Jay Cappis, Trey 
Witte, and Bernie Vanderleest took second 
through fi fth-place honors.

EF1 started with Danny Kane Jr., Steve 
Baker, Jim Allen, and defending champion 
Jim Katz showing better speed than the 
pack. Danny was holding fast time with a 
1:11.30 at the end of fi ve rounds. 

One of the best races of the day was heat 
38 with Duane Gall and Lloyd Burnham 
where Lloyd made a sudden NASCAR left 
turn on the start and found himself almost 
half a lap behind by the time he fi nished 
lap one, while Duane took the lead. But 

Lloyd never quit and put nine perfect laps 
to reel in his competitors one by one, and 
overtaking Duane at the end of the ninth 
lap to take the victory. Talk about never 
giving up! 

The weather turned sour with three heats 
to complete the matrix and we had to stop 
for the day. The standings after fi ve rounds 
were Jim Katz and Steve Baker tied for 
fi rst with 20 points; Danny Kane Jr. and 
Jim Allen tied for third; and Mike Helsel 
and Lloyd Burnham tied for fi fth. Stay 
tuned for the results of EF1 which will 
conclude on Tuesday morning and then 
onto 426 Q-500. 

—Santiago Panzardi

The workers for lap counting.Assistant starter David Jones.
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Rich Beers.

Duane Gall.

Tim Lampe.

Lloyd Burnham.

Mike Masi. Dennis O’Brien and Tom Scott.

Jim Katz.

Travis Flynn 
and
Dan Kane.
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Dan Kane 
Junior and 

Senior.

Don Belfort and Mik Konno.

Mark Parker and Bob 
Brogdon launching.

Jimmy Allen awaits Heat 46.

Heat 7 is off to a frenzied start.

A full load.
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Travis Flynn around Pylon 3.
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Dennis Cranfi ll and Jerry Small.

Mike Helsel and Bob Brogdon.

“Rocket” Ray jokes around at the voltage check station.

Joe Tropea and Tom Scott.

RC Pylon



The CL Navy Carrier fl ying begins today with three Profi le 
events: AMA Profi le Carrier, Electric Profi le Carrier, and the 
Navy Carrier Society-sponsored Sportsman Profi le Carrier. 

Processing began yesterday evening with relatively good conditions, 
but within about 15 minutes of starting, conditions 
changed to something like a Western Pacifi c 
typhoon. Blowing rain soaked everything, including 
the processing area under the tent. Processing will 
continue Tuesday morning.

If you come to the Carrier circles Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday this week, you will see an 
event that combines speed, precision piloting, models 
that represent full-scale Naval aircraft, and a style 
of fl ying that you won’t see in any other event. The 
scale models fl y on Wednesday, and the unoffi cial 
events take place on Thursday.

Navy Carrier scoring includes high speed (often 
over 100 mph), slow fl ight (as slow as 5-6 mph 
under good conditions), and arrested landings on a 
simulated aircraft carrier with a landing area only 20-
feet long.

Our contestants came from both coasts as well as 
the heartland and include current and past national 
record holders in each event. Aircraft from the early 
1920s through the Vietnam era will be represented. In 
addition to models of US aircraft, there will likely be 
Japanese and German aircraft as well. The best fl ying 
conditions are forecast to be in the morning, so come 
early if you want to see the best action.

—Dick Perry

Paul Kegel will be fl ying 
this Grumman Guardian 
antisubmarine aircraft in 
Profi le Carrier on Tuesday.

Rain dampened—actually the better word would be soaked—the processing area on 
Monday evening, but couldn’t dampen the spirits of the competitors.

Art Johnson checks Bill Calkins’ F6F Hellcat 
before the rain came on Monday. Art is the Navy 
Carrier Event Director.

John Vlna shows off his electric-
powered Seafi re (Royal Navy 
version of the Spitfi re) and a model 
of the very obscure Consolidated 
XBY-1 experimental carrier-based 
bomber from the 1930s.

CL Navy Carrier Begins



The fi rst day of CL Speed at Nats 2014 dawned overcast and 
cooler with a possibility of storms in the afternoon. Mother 
Nature did not let us down—more on that subject later.

½A day is always very competitive, although nearly all of the 
engines used are no longer manufactured such as the GZ, CS, and 
Picco. Even though the temps today were lower, there was a lot of 
moisture in the air. 

By the second round of fl ights, the top fi ve were separated by 
less than 1.5 mph. On their third attempt, the NewMath team of 
Joey Mathison and John Newton put up a fi ne 97.93 to claim the 
National Championship for ½A Profi le Proto. Ross Legg followed 
in second with 89.458. Third place went to James VanSant at 
88.739. Fourth went to James’s father, Glen, with 88.130.

At the end of the fi rst attempts, there were only three offi cial 
fl ights out of nine attempts in ½A Speed. When the second 

attempts got underway the “Three Cs” started to excel. Charlie 
Legg had posted 131.047 with his homemade engine; Carl Dodge 
had turned 137.218; and Chris Montagino had gone 140.188, 
which made him the 2014 National Champion. Second would go 
to Carl Dodge and third to Charlie Legg. NewMath ended in fourth 
with 122.860.

We were treated with memories of the past by Jens 
Geschwendter from Denmark with assistance from Chris 
Montagino hand launching his two-wire speed model on all of Jens 
attempts. Great fun to watch.

The smartphones told us there was a severe storm headed our 
way. We quickly handed out the awards and the wind and rain soon 
followed with a vengeance to end our fi rst day of Nats 2014.

Tomorrow will be F2A and the popular 21SS. Until then.
—Warren Gregory
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The Harry A. Koch Co.
Insurance & Financial Consultants
Member of First Insurance Group, LLC

1101 McGalliard Rd, Muncie, IN 47303

Don’t Worry. We’ll Cook Tonight.

Great Italian,
 made
 Fresh 

and 
Affordable. 

The Nats is proudly sponsored by



Chris Montagino took 
fi rst place in 1/2A Speed. 
Warren Gregory photo.


