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Control Line Racing

Okay, okay, okay, I made a mistake. In my article 
describing who fl ew with whom in F2C Team Race, 
I stated that this year was the fi rst time that Bill 

Bischoff and Mike Greb had entered Team Race as a team. 
I have since then learned that they fl ew together for the 
fi rst time as a team at one of the Lawrenceville Nationals in 
Team Race.  

Nobody should have been complaining about Wednesday’s 
weather. The day started out a little breezy, but instead of 
picking us as the day went along, it died down as the day 
progressed. Even though we couldn’t ask for better weather; 
the jinx from the day before seemed to follow us throughout 
most of the day today. 

Before the race, the engines started and ran without a 
problem, but once the race started the engines refused to 
start or refused to stay running. Needless to say, the times 
from today were slower than average. There were two 
exceptions to this. Bill Bischoff’s performance in Clown race; 
both his heat race lap total and his fi nal race lap total were 
new National Control Line Racing Association (NCLRA) 
records. 

While this was the fi rst year for the Sport Goodyear race, 
most of the 80-lap heat race times were less than 30 seconds 
apart and the 160-lap fi nal race times were 46 seconds apart.

Wednesday also turned out to be the busiest day of the 
week. Besides fl ying the three events that were scheduled to 
be fl own, we fl ew AMA Scale Race that had been canceled 
from the day before due to high winds.

Because we had to add an extra event to Wednesday’s 
schedule it was decided to fl y only fi nal races in Scale Race.

Contestant Final Race Time    Place
Robert Oge 6:47.14     1st   
Mike Greb 7:48.44     2nd
Dave Betz 121 laps    3rd

Slow Rat Race results are:

Contestant Best Heat Race Time Final Time 
Place
Bill Bischoff 3:06.51    6:25.52 1st 
Robert Oge 6:06.33    6:55.49 2nd
Mick Warning 5:30.64    13:35.92 3rd

NCLRA Clown Race results are:

Contestant 7:30 Heat Race 15:00 Final Race  Place
Bill Bischoff 150 laps  284 laps   1st
Charles Barnes 62 laps   170 laps   2nd
Jim Bradley 114 laps  40 laps    3rd

The last race of the day was Sport Goodyear. Bill Bischoff 
fl ew his model of the Margaret Jane from the plans he 
published in the construction article in a recent Model 
Aviation. The event was a success and there seems to be a lot 
of interest in the event from the people who watched the 
races. 

The Sport Goodyear results are:

Contestant  Best Heat Race Time  Final Race Time  Place
Bill Lee            4:04.93                        8:27.01     1st
Bill Bischoff     4:11.51          8:38.48     2nd 
Mike Greb       4:13.72          9:08.58          3rd

Thursday is Rat Day—AMA Rat Race, Super Slow Rat, 
and Quickie Rat.

—Melvin Schuette

Photos by the author.

Father-and-son team of Charles and Charles 
Barnes (aka the new and old version).

Photos by the author.

A missed catch.
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Clown Race winners. Scale Race winners.

Slow Rat winners. Sport Goodyear contestants.
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Control Line Combat

Fourteen entries showed up to 
fl y and had some really good—
meaning quick—Fast Combat 

matches. It was straight AMA rules, 
except for the midair watch, to ease 
the judging duties. The format used the 
double-elimination fi rst round. 

Everyone was paired up and fl ew. 
The winners were seeded into the fi nal, 
single-elimination ballot. The losers 
fl ew and advanced into the fi nal single-
elimination bracket. After the initial 
second-chance round, the remaining 11 
fl iers fl ew in single-elimination rounds, 
compiling 18 matches through fourth 
place.

The seven fi rst-round matches went 
off quickly, but didn’t exactly follow 
anyone’s playbook. A few unexpected 
upsets put Bob Burch, Bob Mears, 

Andy Mears, and Chuck Rudner into 
the losers round. With 3-1/2 matches, 
Chuck Rudner was lucky and got the 
bye. Chris Gay, Ed Bryzs, and Andy 
Mears were shown the door.

Adding some interest, Bob Mears 
used a couple of foam wing F2D-size 
planes instead of the usual imported 
stuff. He said one fl ew pretty well and 
one was pretty bad. He broke the good 
one in his fi rst match against Brian 
Stas. The not-so-great plane didn’t look 
much different from the outside of the 
circle and won a couple more matches 
before he gave up a kill in the fi nals.

Rylan Ritch, a Junior who has shown 
a lot of improvement in the last year 
or two, won a couple of good matches. 
Then he had to fl y against Richard 
Stubblefi eld and received a little lesson 

in how not to deal with fakes down low. 
Like many others in the past, Richard 
tricked him into the ground three times. 
That violated the fi rst rule in Combat—
don’t hit the ground except on purpose.  

In the fl yoff for third and fourth, 
Bob Burch taught Rylan another lesson 
about getting too eager and fl ying into 
trouble.

In the fi rst- and second-place match, 
Bob Mears’ lousy-fl ying plane let him 
down. After a lot of chasing back and 
forth, Richard got a kill for fi rst place.

Once again, many thanks to the 
offi cials. Dave Edwards ran the event, 
Roy Glenn played circle marshal, and 
Tom Rubenking, Bob Nelson, and 
Mal Fawley counted cuts. Everybody 
counted kills.

—Phil Cartier

Brian Stas and Bob Mears meet over 
Muncie taking out Bob’s “good” plane 
and getting Brian into the second round.

Ed Bryzs did a nice job pitting for Bob Burch. 
Most of the planes fl own this year were 
the “whale-tail” style, with either a curved 
trailing edge or a straight trailing edge.

Richard Stubblefi eld puts Paul Kubek out with a clean kill in the third round.  

Brian Stas and 
Chuck Rudner had a 

permanent end to their 
match in the beginning 

of round two. F2D 
Fast still has a lot of 
midairs, but only the 
opportunity to break 
one plane per match 

instead of two.

Photos by the author.
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A perfect start to a match. Neil Simpson launches for 
Brian Stas and Howard Williams puts Rylan Ritch up at 
the beginning of the third round. Rylan got knocked out by 
Richard Stubblefi eld in the next round, unfortunately for him.



Control Line Navy carrier

Weather was a 
factor again on 
Wednesday, but 

not with the same dire 
results. The day started with 
wind higher than forecasted 
and unstable, but not nearly 
as strong as on Tuesday. 
With memories of Tuesday 
still fresh, contestants 
hurried to get in fl ights 
before the wind worsened. 

Fortunately for all, the 
wind began to lessen, the 
sun came out, and the day 
became cool, comfortable, 
and much more favorable 
for Navy Carrier fl ying. 
It wasn’t perfect, but not 
as challenging as Tuesday 
by far. Individual scores 

improved as the day 
progressed, and complete 
fl ights with 100-point 
landings became the norm 
rather than the exception. It 
was a big improvement!

After a day of fl ying, all 
adjourned and cleaned 
up for a relaxing dinner 
followed by the annual 
meeting of the Navy Carrier 
Society (NCS) at a local 
restaurant. Offi cials and 
volunteers were recognized, 
and awards for the offi cial 
events were presented along 
with the special awards 
from the NCS.

Bob Heywood was 
honored with the 
Carol Johnson Spirit of 

Volunteerism Award for his 
services as a Nats offi cial.

The Rookie of the 
Year award went to Jo 
Shoemaker. Jo has fl own 
unoffi cial events in the past. 
This was her fi rst year in the 
offi cial events, fl ying both 
Class II and Profi le. She had 
one of only fi ve complete 
fl ights in Tuesday’s winds 
and placed fourth in Profi le 
Carrier.

The highlight of 
the evening was the 
presentation of the 
Eugene Ely Award to the 
competitor with the highest 
total score in all three 
classes of competition. The 
scoring was closer than in 

past years, with none of the 
fl iers escaping completely 
from the weather and other 
gremlins. The winner this 
year, by a margin of less 
than 11 points out of nearly 
1,000 was Burt Brokaw.

The fi nal day of Carrier 
competition is today with 
the smaller .15 Carrier 
models, Skyray Carrier 
for the Sig Skyray, and 
Nostalgia Navy Carrier. 
The Nostalgia events use 
the original Navy Carrier 
rules, which emphasize 
high speed. The models and 
fl ying styles refl ect those 
earlier days of Navy Carrier 
fl ying.

—Dick Perry

Photos by the author.Photos by the author.

The 2015 Eugene Ely Award went to Burt Brokaw as 
the best overall Navy Carrier competitor at the Nats.

The Carol Johnson Spirit of Volunteerism Award this year went to Bob Heywood.
the best overall Navy Carrier competitor at the Nats.

This year’s Rookie of the Year was Jo Shoemaker of New Bern NC. Eric Conley entered these MO-1 models in Electric Class I and Class II.
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Bob Heywood (L) was the chief timer for both days of offi cial competition events. 
He was assisted by Paul Kegel (R), Art Johnson, and many other contestants.

Mike Anderson returned to the Nats after a long absence and placed in nearly every event he entered. 
This is his Class I MO-1 just clearing the stern for a perfect landing.

Pete Mazur won Class I with 
this K&B .40S-powered MO-1. 
The center judge is Bill Calkins.

Paul Kegel’s Grumman Guardian handled the early morning winds very well. 
All of Paul’s entries this year were Guardians.

Art Johnson entered this Supermarine Seafi re in Electric Class II. Jo and Everett Shoemaker prepare to start Jo’s Class II Fairey 
Fulmar. Everett had a matching Fulmar entered in Class I.
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Control LIne SPEED
Control Line Speed, Day Two
Tuesday, day two of Control Line Speed, 
highlighted F2A and the very popular .21 
Sport Speed. The weather report called for 
a windy afternoon and it actually started 
around 10 a.m. The starting positions had 
to be moved frequently because of changing 
weather conditions. 

By lunchtime, last year’s National 
Champion, Chris Montagino, was again in fi rst 
place followed by James VanSant. Shortly after 
the break, Bill Hughes took over the second 
position.

By 1:30 p.m., the wind gusts were near 
35 mph and most fl ights ended in attempts 
instead of offi cials. Alex Valishev, with a 
fl ight of 279.8 kph is the national champion, 
followed by William Hughes’s 261.2 for 
second place. They were the only two to have 
offi cial fl ights among the fi ve competitors.

On Wednesday we ran Formula 40 and 
Perky Speed.

Control Line Speed, Day Three
Day three included Formula 40 and North 
American Speed Society (NASS) Perky Speed. 
Wednesday was one beautiful day with lots of 
sunshine, billowy clouds, and fairly good air. At 
the 9 a.m. start time, the Perkys were on the 
fi eld. 

First out was our event director, John Moll, 
with his Nova Rossi power, at 88.68 mph. He 
was followed by Bill Hughes with one of his 
three Perkys at 87.17 mph. 

Bill was followed by one of Carl Dodge’s 
four entries: his Taipan-powered Perky at 
96.49 mph. Carl would use all three attempts 
with this model trying to exceed 100 mph. He 
had to settle for 99.87. Bill Hughes and his 
OPS side-exhaust entry would reach 101.91 
mph and be the top speed for Perky in 2015, 
his fi rst for this category. 

Now the race for the average winner is on. 
This too would be won by Bill Hughes. Second 
place in the speed category was Carl’s Taipan 
entry, third was Patrick Hemple, also powered 
by OPS at 89.49 mph. Bill Hughes would also 
be the average winner.

Formula 40 was won by Chris Montagino 
with a run of 159.98 for his second win in a 
row in this event. Second place went to Glen 
VanSant at 149.25mph, and third place was 
taken by his son, James, at 148.639 for a close 
fi nish.

Thursday will be A and B Speed plus NASS 
Sport Jet.

—Warren Gregory

Photos by the author.
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310 F2A Speed
1 ALEXANDER VALISHEV GENEVA, IL 279.8
2 WILLIAM HUGHES BARTLETT, IL 261.2

307 21 Sport Speed
1 CHRISTOPHER A MONTAGINO PARMA HEIGHTS, OH 147.82
2 WILLIAM HUGHES BARTLETT, IL 141.65
3 JAMES D VANSANT LANGHORNE, PA 141.37
4 DAVID R MARK FENTON, MI 135.69
5 C L DODGE RICHMOND HEIGHTS, OH 128.49
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Control Line STUNT

On Wednesday of CL Nats week, 
the fi rst round of Open and 
Advanced qualifi cation fl ights 

were fl own. The format for qualifying 
had the Open division fl iers split onto 
four circles, and the Advanced division 
fl iers split onto three circles. For each 
of the divisions, two fl ights were fl own 
with the single high fl ight counting 
toward the fi nal qualifying score. 

The fi nal qualifying score to set the 
fl iers for the fi nals will be determined 

by adding the high qualifying score 
from Wednesday and the high score 
from Thursday. Five Open fl iers will be 
taken from each of the four qualifying 
circles, and three Advanced fl iers will 
be taken from each of their three 
qualifying circles.

The weather on Wednesday saw 
quite a bit of wind, but it was certainly 
fl yable, and all of the qualifying rounds 
went off with nary a glitch. The wind 
subsided a bit during round two. 

There was one unfortunate incident. 
A battery in Mark Scarborough’s model 
decided to eject during his second 
round fl ight. The result was an overly 
tail-heavy model and a crash that broke 
Mark’s gorgeous model in half just 
behind the wing.

There is not much more to report, 
as qualifying days are rather routine—
lots of fl ying and lots of tension. On 
Thursday the plot will thicken!

—Bob Hunt

Matt Neumann’s original-design Enterprise made its second appearance at the Nats. Matt has 
done a lot of rubbing on this model and the fi nish was much more refi ned than it was last 
year. He also did a lot of fl ight trimming!

Kaz Minato’s F6F Hellcat is four years old, but it still looks brand new. Kaz’s model is 
powered by a PA .75.
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The paint scheme for Mike Schmitt’s 
Allen Brickhaus-designed Encore was 
inspired by the Ford GT race car that 
was featured in the movie LeMans! 
Mike is fl ying in the Advanced division.

Mike Waldron is very happy with 
his Allen Brickhaus-designed 
Legacy. Mike chose electric power 
for his Advanced class model.

Photos by the author.



Sam Niebel prepares his aircraft for an Advanced class fl ight as Wayne Smith assists.

Todd Lee showed everyone present that he can still build and he can still fl y! The layoff hasn’t 
hurt a bit! Here he is with his semiscale Spitfi re XIVE. It’s powered by an LA .46 engine.

Playwright Dennis Moritz prepares to give his Advanced class entry a pull test. Dennis is a 
member of the Philly Flyers club in Pennsylvania.

Eric Viglione’s Katana features a very effective asymmetric paint scheme. Power for this 
model is a PA .75.

Paul Walker changes a battery in his electric-powered, original-design Predator. Dig that paint 
scheme.

S Ni b l hi i ft f Ad d l fli ht W S ith i t

Chris and Joan Cox came all the way from Vancouver, Canada. Chris is fl ying his Crossfi re 
XL, which is a straight-trailing-edge version of Bob Hunt’s original Crossfi re design.

Some are just not impressed with all the exciting fl ying at the Nats. Jeffery Scott catches a 
nap. Kids can sleep anywhere!
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RC Combat

We are once again down to just one day remaining. 
We showed up for Day 3 of RC Combat with 
really nice weather for a change, and it made for 

some extremely good Combat. We were able to start in the 
morning with the crepe paper instead of the forestry tape 
that we had to use the fi rst two days. The ground was still 
wet, but it is showing signs of drying out. 

We started the morning with Scale 2948, which are World 
War II Scale planes that use a maximum .29 cu. in. engine 
and have a wingspan of 48 inches. The propeller we use is a 
10 x 4 Master Airscrew or a 10 x 3 APC running at 14,500 
rpm. 

One of the big differences with this type of Combat 
compared to others is that these planes cannot, in most 
cases, turn as fast so there is normally more pursuit-style 
Combat and you do not get the furballs which happen in the 
other types of Combat we fl y. 

We had nine pilots for Scale and were able to get in six 

rounds of before we went to Limited B. We currently have 
William Drumm III in third place with a score of 1,360. 
In second place we have Eric Gilkey with a score of 2,192. 
Currently in fi rst is Tom Neff with a score of 2,260. 

After we completed Scale, we went straight into Limited 
B. Just like 2948, these planes use an engine up to .29 cu. in. 
and the same propeller running at 14,500 rpm. We had 12 
pilots fl ying in this class. We were able to get in fi ve rounds 
before we stopped for the evening. 

In third place is David Smithgall with a score of 1,514. In 
second place is Tom Neff with a score of 1,560 and fi nally in 
fi rst place we have Eric Gilkey with a score of 2,620. 

We will be fi nishing this year’s RC Combat Nats on 
Thursday morning with four more rounds of Scale and 
fi ve rounds of Limited B. You should really start seeing the 
streamers’ fl ying since this is the last chance to get some 
points. 

—Don Grissom
Photos by the author.

Hey look! It is a plane!

Photos by the author.

RC Combat Scale pilots.

Watch a video 
of RC Combat!

http://goo.gl/6JLt7E
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RC Pylon

Today we began the preliminary rounds of AMA 422, 
aka Q-40, the fastest event of the Pylon Nats this 
year. For those who are unfamiliar with this event, 

Q-40s are semiscale models of full-size racers or record 
setting aircraft, weighting no less than 4 pounds, powered 
by a .40 cu. in., and fl own around a three-pylon course, 
much like Quickie 500. Most models are made of molded 
composite materials, are capable of reaching speeds in 
excess of 190 mph, turns exceeding 13 g.

The weather was beautiful compared to the last three 
days, except for one detail—the wind was blowing 
perpendicular to the course and slightly at a rear bias. This 
last detail equated with one ongoing result: airplanes nosing 
over at the start. The problem affects almost any model, 
but mostly plays havoc to V-tail airplanes. I must have 
witnessed several dozen airplanes not taking off in the fi rst 

two rounds, or returning with “short breaking props” after 
their fl ight. Yours truly suffered a nose-over and subsequent 
damage to my Sweet Vee, sidelining me for the entire 
event. 

Let’s talk about the standings after six rounds completed. 
In Matrix A, Mike Helsel is leading with a perfect score 
of 24 points, followed by Steve Baker, Bill Johanson, Matt 
Russell, and Lonnie Finch rounding out the top fi ve. 

The leader in Matrix B is Roy Andrassy, followed by Dub 
Jett, Jim Allen, Tom Scott, and Chuck Andraka. We will fl y 
two more rounds for each matrix on Thursday morning to 
determine the top 28 pilots who will move to the fi nals.

Please visit the AMA Flickr website to see the rest of the 
photos not printed in NatsNews at www.fl ickr.com/photos/
modelaircraft/albums.

—Santiago Panzardi

16    NatsNews 2015 Dennis Cranfi ll all business.

Mike Masi and his Vendetta.

Photos by the author.
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Craig Korsen.

John McDermott.

Joanne and Bruce Coffey.

Tom Scott and Miss Dara.
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Leader of Matrix B, Roy Andrassy.

Lonnie Finch changes plugs with the race clock ticking.

Gordon McWilliams holds for Duane Gall.
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Updated results.
Reprinted from July 13.
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Terry Frazier. Photo by 
Santiago Panzardi.


