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Tetsuo Yamada of YS Engines 
made the trip from Japan to 
participate in the inaugural 
Nats warbird event.
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Warbird racing started Friday around 
noon. After a short pilots’ meeting led 
by Marty Flood, racing started off with 

the Bronze class, the slowest of the three, then 
Silver, and fi nally the Gold class. Warbird racing is 
fl own on a two-pole course similar to Club-40 and 
is a departure from the normal three-pole racing, 
which typically occurs during the Nats week. These 
pilots not only race head to head, but must not 
“breakout,” which means they cannot fl y a time 
faster than the established baseline breakout time. 
The breakout times for each class are as follows:

Bronze: 2 minutes, 30 seconds
Silver: 2 minutes 
Gold: 1 minute, 30 seconds

Similar to AMA three-pole racing, the winner of 
the heat, if he or she does not breakout, earns four 
points, second place gets three points, third place 
earns two points, and fourth place receives one 
point. Regardless of where you fi nish, however, if 
you receive one cut, you can only receive one point 
for that heat. Lastly, if you “breakout,” you receive 
zero points.

In the end, the person with the most points wins. 
Interestingly, all cuts are reported at the end of the 
heat. The racing is fast and furious.

The most popular motors are YS four-strokes, 
running on 50% to 70% nitro. The four-stroke 
motors sound great and the start of the fl ying is a 
sight to see.

Warbird fi nishes up today. Club-40 starts on Site 
4. Back on the main Pylon site, processing for EF-1 
and 424 starts at 3:30 p.m. and ends at 5 p.m. 
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