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Saturday
July 21

Bob Hunt brings his 
Crossfi re on the site. His 
experti se in electrical 
power and moti vati on 
is providing a leadership 
role in the fi eld.



WHAT A POTPOURRI of jumbled 
weather we have had this week! 
Charlie Reeves and I have had our air 
conditioner set on 64° in our room to 
combat the heat we encountered since 
we arrived in Muncie. That does not 
mean the room was at that temperature, 

but the setting was used to cool us off. 
The rain on Thursday began the plummet to the apparent 

insidious ice age now being felt by the current rain and cold front 
which moved in Friday morning. I checked our air temperature 
at home and found it to be around 91 in our hometown [southern 
Illinois] this afternoon, with my van temperature gauge showing 67° 
on the way home from Top Twenty day.

The morning was foggy and a light mist greeted us on the L pad 
as we arrived to watch the Top Twenty day for the Advanced and 
the Open pilots. The pilots and judges made it through much of the 
fi rst round until some rain delayed a portion of the schedule. 

We fi nally made the list of pilots complete and the top 10 results 

of the Advanced class is: fi rst, Eric Taylor, 1017.0; second, Jason 
Greer, 1012.0; third, Ricardo Martinez, 995.67; fourth, Robert 
Harness Jr.; fi fth, Paul Winter, 971.33; sixth, Mike Greb, 969.33; 
seventh,William DeMauro, 960.33; eighth, Wes Eakin, 955.67; 
ninth, Mark McKinney, 954.67; and 10th, Roger Wildman, 942.33.

The fi ve pilots who qualifi ed for the Open fi nals are listed in 
alphabetical order, and they are: Bob Hunt, Kaz Minato, Doug 
Moon, Bill Rich, and Paul Walker. The next fi ve top fl iers are: sixth, 
Bob McDonald, 1106.33; seventh, Richard Oliver, 1101.3; eighth, 
Matt Neumann, 1096.66; ninth, Buddy Wieder, 1095.0; and 10th,
Derek Barry, 1091.0. 

Saturday the Junior, Senior, and Open winners will be determined 
and the Walker Cup Fly-Off will commence on the L pad. NN

CL Precision Aerobatics

Today’s Events:
Control Line

A Combat
Walker Cup Fly Off 

CL Precision Aerobatics Allen Brickhaus reporti ng.

Doug Moon’s Riff  
Raff  scowls at any 
att empt to take 
its picture. Doug 
made the cutoff  
and will fl y on 
Saturday for the 
Open Finals.

Fred Krueger gets his Tucker Special 
pull-tested on the Advanced circle.



CL Precision Aerobatics Allen Brickhaus reporti ng.

Richard Oliver takes 
good care of his 
model in preparati ons 
for the fl ights on 
Friday morning on 
the L pad at the AMA 
Nati onals.

My friend Tony Kubas 
visited the Nats site 
and brought his 
Mr. Dion Novett e 
published in the early 
1970s.

Howard Rush emerges 
from the fog for his 

fl ights on Top Twenty 
day for the Open 

pilots.

Eric Taylor emerged the winner of the 
Advanced class on the Top Twenty day.

Dennis Moritz 
has placed a very 
strong fl ap horn 
system on his 
profi le Magician at 
the Advanced wars.



CL Precision Aerobatics Allen Brickhaus reporti ng.

Derek Barry brings his Matrix 
off  the circle and readies 
for another fl ight on the 
opposite circle.

Wes Eakin of 
Hardinsburg, 
Kentucky takes 
eighth in Advanced.

Robert Harness Jr. sells Coca Cola as a 
billboard on his new Stunt model. This was 
actually a refi nish and he saved some 10 
ounces in the repaint.

Frank McMillan brings a 
very nice Paladin 700 and 
PA .75 to the Open Finals.

John Benzing, Jason Greer and 
wife discuss the progression of the 

Advanced class competi ti on.



CL Combat Phil Carti er reporti ng.

1/2A STARTED with 14 fl iers on the fl ightline. The fi rst match 
was between Junior Rylan Ritch and Tom Siegler. Rylan had a 
tough time. He’d borrowed an old plane and the engine came a bit 
loose, allowing it to turn out about 20 degrees. It made for a tough 
plane to fl y, kind of like a 1/2A Slob. He managed a win against the 
eventual second-place pilot, Neil Simpson. In his third match he 
had more bad luck when his engine blew the crankshaft.

Despite some engine-starting problems for a few fl iers, 
things proceeded pretty smoothly. By the end of the day almost 
everybody had learned the starting drill for these little engines. 
Get it fl ooded. Blow it dry. Burn out any fuel left in it. Then give 
it a small prime through the fuel line and fl ip.

Round Five saw a pretty spectacular fl yaway. Neil Simpson’s 
plane got literally killed when the lines broke. It did several 
breathtaking loops and rolls before crashing in the grass well 
outside the fl ying area.

After 14 matches it was time for the fi nals. Tom Siegler got 
a convincing win by beating Chris Sarnowski. This was Chris’ 
fi rst major 1/2A contest, so “he done good,” as they say. Tom had 
to fl y an extra round to get there.  With the fairly high winds we 
saw more midairs than expected and a lot more ground pounding. 
Fortunately, these little planes can take it, with a smaller 

percentage of complete wrecks.
The second-place match was between Chris Sarnowski and Neil 

Simpson. Neil won fairly handily, but that left a lot of East Coast 
fl iers in the top bracket and almost everybody else looking on. 

The fi nal placings were:
1. Tom Siegler
2. Neil Simpson
3. Chris Sarnowski
4. Wayne McDaniel
Best Junior: Rylan Ritch  

Chris Gay’s company donated T-shirts to the winners. Many 
thanks to Chris for a job well done.

Traditional AMA Fast Combat is to be run on Saturday, July 
21. Despite a concerted effort by the big block fans, only six 
folks pre-entered. Three dropped out, but three late entries 
from the Detroit area showed up. The scheduled fl yers are: 
Wayne McDaniel, Steve Stewart, Phil Cartier, Mike Evans, Ron 
Colombo, and Ed Bryz.

It should be a good show for what is likely to be the last fl ing 
for this traditional event at the Nationals. NN

CL Combat

Chris Sarnowski launches Steve Stewart. 
Steve was the only one to design and 
build his own planes. It fl ew well.

Howard Williams runs 
from Steve Stewart. Steve 

came up with the win in 
the second round.

Chris Sarnowski goes 
up against Richard 
Stubblefi eld in the 
fourth round. Richard 
had a rare line tangle 
and crash. That 
limited the fl ying and 
gave Chris the win on 
air ti me. You take a 
win when you can.

The Winners: Tom Siegler, fi rst; Neil Simpson, second; Chris 
Sarnowski, third; Wayne McDaniel, fourth; Rylan Ritch, Best Junior.



RC Pylon Scott  Causey reporti ng.

RC Pylon Wrap-Up
SINCE THE rain set in for a couple of days in Muncie and we were 
not able to run qualifying heats and then the fi nals, ED Gary Freeman 
Jr. hosted a pilots’ meeting and the decision was made  to rerun the 
matrix and have an all-up 70 pilot matrix to fi nish out the Nats. 

There were two rounds fl own on Thursday night and two more 
were fl own on Friday afternoon which resulted in a four-way tie for 
fi rst place with Randy Bridge, Gino Del Ponte, Gary Freeman Jr., and 
Chuck Andraka. 

Our new Q40 National Champion is Randy Bridge! 
Congratulations to Randy and Travis for a great job of fl ying and 
calling. Fast Time was shared between two pilots with 1:01.11 for 
both Jim Allen and Chuck Andraka. They went to the next fast time 
of the pilots and Jim Allen took home the prize.

A big thanks goes out to Gary Freeman Jr. for stepping up and 
being the Event Director and taking care of all the hard work that 
goes into Nats all year long so we all can come and fl y for a week of 
fun with good friends from all around the world. 

A special thanks to Dub Jett for donating all the awards trophies 

and Tom Scott for making sure the course equipment ran during the 
entire week. Without the workers, this event could not take place, 
so thank you all for coming out in the heat and cold. Our starters Ed 
Smith and Trey Witte with the relentless task and staying out on the 
line in the 100-plus-degree heat and Randy Smith for running the 
matrix. NN

Top Ten Finishers
Randy Bridge  1:02.79
Chuck Andraka               1:01.11
Gino Del Ponte               1:03.07
Gary Freeman Jr.           1:04.54
Joe Tropea                     1:04.35
Craig Korsen 1:11.13
David Norman 1:02.22
Maurice Vereecke 1:03.12
Robert Holik
Gabriel Tahhan 1:03.94

For the fl y-off  for fi rst 
place, the race-horse 

start shows Travis 
pushing Randy out 

front on the launch.



This Vendett a 

was fl own by 

Mo Vereecke.

RC Pylon Scott  Causey reporti ng.

Top Ten, Best Senior, Best Junior, and callers in Q-40.

13-year-old Q-40 Best Junior, Sebasti an Jop, and 
his father came all the way from Guatemala.

The 2012 Q-40 Nati onal Champion, 
Randy Bridge, and his longti me 
teammate, Travis Flynn.

On the line tuning, Eddie Melville from Guatemala 
and Gabrial Tahhan from Venezuela.

Gino Del Ponte’s 
Q-40 was low and 

ti ght on the course.



CL Speed Warren Gregory reporti ng.

CL Speed Day 4 Report
DAY 4, with four events scheduled, which promised to be a very 
busy day, started with a light rain and soon resulted in a delay of two 
and a half hours. When the rain fi nally moved on after lunch, fl ights 
resumed.

It was decided we would continue until 7pm to accommodate all 
of the fl ights. Joey Mathison had laid down the gauntlet in Sport Jet 
with a speed of 150.94 in a slight rain early in the day for the top 
speed of the day. Brendan Robinson and Dave Fischer had identical 
speeds of 148.37, for second and third. Brendan would be awarded 
second by virtue of his other fl ights being faster than Dave’s. Fourth 
went to Brendan’s brother, Andrew, at 148.17 and Garry “Butch” 
Andrews was fi fth at 147.36 mph. This event had 12 entries and has 
become very popular.

B Speed had four entries and the many-time winner in this event, 
Glen VanSant, again won fi rst place with a fi ne speed of 179.95 with 
his Nelson piped .29. Second went to Glenn Lee at 160.36. Both 
were asymmetrical piped models.

A Speed was very competitive. James VanSant was fourth at 
175.56 and the NewMath team was fourth at 175.87. William 
Hughes took second with 178.12 and the top spot went Chris 
Montagino at 182.40. All were using tuned pipe Profi  engines and 
asymmetrical airplanes.

The Nass provisional event, C Speed, is gaining popularity in its 
second year. Richard Shannon who won last year also prevailed 
again after a frustrating day getting the right needle setting. His 
fl ight of 175.71 put him in fi rst place with his long-stroke Nelson-
powered entry. Chris Montagino, also using Nelson power (short-
stroke version), was second at 174.10. Third went to Dave Mark 
with a new rear valve OPS .40 supplied by Bill Hughes’s B & L 
Hobbies. Dave’s speed of 172.51 put him in third. This engine has 
possibilities.

As the time approached 7 p.m., it was decided to keep fl ying to 
clear the list of waiting fl ights. Several still had lines out and had 
completed their pull test.

Within the next 20minutes when the skies darkened and lightning 
was spotted, the day’s contest was shut down. The Indiana sky then 
opened up gave us one of the most severe thunder, lightning, and 
wind storms I’ve ever witnessed. The storm is the reason Day 4 and 
5 results appear in NatsNews at the same time. My apologies. NN



CL Speed Warren Gregory reporti ng.



CL Speed Warren Gregory reporti ng.

CL Speed Wrap-Up
FRIDAY, JULY 20, was the last day of the 
Nats CL Speed events for 2012. It was the 
day of the “Bad Boys,” D Speed and Fast Jet. 
Each event had 12 entries. 

The sky was overcast in the morning and 
the temperature was very cool with light 
winds and drizzle. A few contestants who 
had long distances to drive, packed and left 
early. The day actually turned out to be very 
good.

Patrick Hemple got things started with a 
nice run in Fast Jet at 187.62 mph, and that 
would be good for third place. We had 13 
offi cial fl ights out of 18 attempts. Andrew 
Robinson had the fastest speed most of the 
day until Joey Mathison of the Newton/

Mathison team brought out Lenny’s Tarfu, 
with 5 minutes left, made the last fl ight of the 
day at 4:55 p.m. on his third attempt with a 
blast at 191.00 mph, edging past Andrew’s 
190.19 and putting him in second place. 
Billy Hughes rounded out the top four with a 
run at 186.84. A very exciting end of the day!

D Speed, the bog block behemoths, also 
had 13 offi cial fl ights from 19 attempts. 
Engines are mostly O.S. Maxs .65 with 
Nelson innards, there, was one OPS from 
Bill Hughes, and one McGee.

Bill Hughes at 182.11 and Glenn Lee 
at 181.37 were less than 1 mph apart in 
the closing minutes, when Dick Hart put 
in his only fl ight of the day at 184.16 to 

become the National Champion in D Speed. 
The NewMath team fi nished fourth at 
179.21mph. Another exciting ending.

After the event awards were handed out, 
the High Point award was given to Chris 
Montagino, who edged out Bill Hughes and 
Glenn Lee who were close behind. Chris 
and Jerry Rocha have owned the High 
Point award for years! Carl Dodge won 
the High Speed award for his 139+ mph 
run in ½A Speed on opening day, Monday. 
Congratulations to all of our winners this 
year.

Thanks to all who attended this year. We 
hope everyone had fun and we look forward 
to seeing everyone again next year. NN



The 2012 National Aeromodeling Championships is proudly sponsored by:

Applebee’s is a proud sponsor
of all AMA 2012 summer events.
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This week’s events:

CL Speed Warren Gregory reporti ng.



Rylan Ritch tries his best against 
Tom Siegler in CL Combat.


