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Hope Finn with her F1R. Note 
the use of a ceiling scrubber.



Text and photos by Mike Kirda

INDOOR FREE FLIGHT

As a prelude for glider 
competition later in the week, 
Kurt Krempetz and Stan 

Buddenbohm, watched closely by 
Ralph Ray and Lee Hines, practiced 
head to head with various glider 
classes. Rob Romash put in some good 
fl ights, too. With Jim Buxton and Bill 
Gowen coming soon, we can expect 
quite the glider battle this weekend. 
Stay tuned!

Today was forecast to be hot (88° 
F) and sticky with light wind, and 
the forecast was accurate. The same 
morning convection pattern noted 
previously contributed to drift at the 
top, away from the hangar doors. A 
couple of feet below this, the drift was 
back in the opposite direction. On 
many fl ights, I witnessed drift almost 
across the hangar lose a couple of feet 
and end up most of the way back. 
Models with tight circles could use the 

lift, while larger models with larger 
circles tended to get pushed out.

The morning started hot with the 
35cm (F1R) record broken handily by 
Joshua Finn. The fl ight was promising 
from the start as he launched in a hot 
spot and the plane climbed up faster 
than normal. It turned quite tightly 
but tended to turn into the hangar 
door. Joshua had to steer quite a bit 
to keep it from hanging up. Several 
fl ights later, he couldn’t best his time.

In the heat, several people (and 
I) had motors break well into their 
fl ights. Luckily, it was nothing 
catastrophic, although, in my case, I 
suspect that it contributed to a partial 
motor stick failure later on in the day.

F1D was the main game in town 
today, and there were times when fi ve 
or six were in the air simultaneously. 
Joining in were Cabin models, 
Intermediate Stick, EZB, A-ROG, and 

F1R (35cm) models. The layout of the 
ceiling is such that smaller models can 
hang more readily than larger ones. 
Most are simple pole retrievals, but 
the lift was used to retrieve one F1D 
whose propeller got wrapped around 
a cord above a light. The model (Evan 
Guyette’s) was retrieved without 
incident (and with much thanks).

Being the fi rst day, most spent the 
day trying to optimize their setups. 
Some offi cial fl ights were recorded, 
with the current high time being a bit 
north of 19 minutes.

Late in the day as many fl iers left, 
Rob Romash sneaked in a few fl ights 
with his electric capacitor-powered 
model. With a 10-second charge, it 
would easily and consistently do 1:30.

FAC fl ying starts Thursday morning, 
with the lightweight stuff continuing 
after noon. I am personally looking 
forward to both time slots! 

Don S’ light EZB starting to climb out. Evan Guyette launching his F1D. Leo Pilachowski loading his F1D.

Don launching his light EZB.
Rob Romash sneaks in a test flight 
of his capacitor-powered model.

Joshua Finn’s Cabin model in flight.

Jeff  Annis’ A-ROG in flight.



Rey launching his F1D on a test flight. Rey Mazzocco winding his F1D.

Jim Richmond’s F1D circling near the top.Evan’s model before retrieval. Josh’s F1R circling near the top on its record-setting 
flight.
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Joshua Finn launching his F1R 
on his record-setting flight.


