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The second and fi nal day of the RES and Nostalgia classes 
brought the same cool morning temperatures as the 
previous day, but light winds and clear skies. Free Flight 

competitors were getting an early start in the good conditions as 
the Round 5 Group A Nostalgia pilots gathered to get the fi rst 
round of the day airborne. 

For the fi rst hour, thermal activity was light, but there was 
enough lift to sustain the 10-minute task time— providing you 
were in the right place. As the day warmed and the thermals 
strengthened, some groups got caught in sink cycles, producing 
short fl ights for the unwary.

Jim McCarthy ran a tight ship and an additional fi ve rounds 
of each class were completed. It was clear early that Mike 

Lachowski was on his game and he fl ew strongly all day to win 
both classes by a comfortable margin. 

Peter Goldsmith made good landings all day to move up the 
RES leaderboard and fi nish second. Jerry Shape, Craig Greening, 
and Jeff Carr rounded out the top fi ve. In Nostalgia, Ed Wilson, 
Norm Poti, Ken Bates, and Peter Goldsmith took places two 
through fi ve behind Mike Lachowski.

Wednesday is the beginning of the Unlimited event, which will 
run for two days. More than 80 entrants are expected in what is 
sure to be a close competition, where landing scores will have 
a larger infl uence on placing. The weather forecast is showing 
perfect conditions, but look for the mid-afternoon sink cycles to 
add a little mayhem to the proceedings.

Craig Greening with his Sailaire. 
Larry Jolly is pointing to a missing 

chunk of leading from a morning 
landing incident.

An RES fl ight group heads to the winches.

Mike Lachowski, RES and Nostalgia 
class winner, with his Ava.

Tom Scully is hard 
at work with Robert 
Morgan assisting.

Larry Jolly surveys the 
sky before launching 
his Eagle 3.6.
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A Paragon with spoilers out headed for the landing spot.

Third-place Nostalgia fi nisher Norm Poti 
about to send his Gulf Coaster skyward.

Gavin Trussell’s RES-Q 
headed earthward after a 

stabilizer failure.

Supremely casual, 
Doug Pike launches 
his Olympic II.

Casual to the end, Doug Pike 
slides his Oly II into the spot for 

a great Nostalgia landing.

A Challenger on approach. 
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A Windfree and Mirage about to launch.

Mike Lachowski picks up his 
Nostalgia-class-winning Mirage 

after another good landing.

Sharp thumbs and some body 
English brings Larry’s Eagle to 
the spot for a high landing score.

Skye Malcolm.

Soaring



The Harry A. Koch Co.
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Don’t Worry. We’ll Cook Tonight.

Great Italian,
 made
 Fresh 

and 
Affordable. 
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What a difference a day makes! 
By all accounts, Tuesday was 
one of the best fl ying days for 

Free Flight in Muncie Nats history. We 
had just gorgeous weather. Temperatures 
never got past the mid-70s and the winds 
never over a few knots. Even with winds 
coming directly out of the west, some 
fl ights of over 5 minutes were landing on 
the fi eld. At least three national records 
were torched. Tuesday will be long 
remembered.

They had a good time in Mulvihill 
and drew 23 fl iers, making it the largest 
fi eld of the day. The conditions allowed 
high scores to be cranked up with the 
drift being minimal and retrievals easy. 
John Shailor (MI) reprised his previous 
victories with another win with 2299 
seconds, but it was a narrow one this 
time. Bud Romak (CA) was not far 
behind with 2285 seconds. 

Some serious drama played out in the 
Senior category. Robert Marier (GA) 
scored 2100 seconds to take that division, 
breaking the national record. And he 
made another fl ight before sundown and 
added another fi ve minutes to the tally. 

The other rubber event drew a decent 
fi eld, and Ed Sneed (OH) won by a good 
margin with his Korda Dethermalizer. 
The light breezes made these mandatory 
rise-off-ground (ROG) launches much 
easier than Monday’s conditions did for 
Moffett.

Old-Time Catapult Glider was the 
day’s glider event, and it drew a good 
fi eld of 19. Perennial frontrunner, Ralph 
Ray (CA), eked out a narrow win of 339 
seconds over his friend Tim Batiuk (CA) 
with 337 seconds. Young Larson Ringlien 
(MN) scored sixth, beating his father, 
Andy, by 12 seconds. Well done, Larson!

The gas guys had a big day. Dick 
Covalt (IN) posted a very high score of 
1124 seconds in B Gas, well ahead of 
Gerald Brown’s (TX) 1028 seconds. The 
fi eld in B NosGas was a large one with 
18 fl iers. It was a busy and long day for 
these guys. Before it was over, Denny 
Dock (MI) topped an expert fi eld of eight 
with 821 seconds. 

The most exciting results came from 
CD Classic Gas. Early in afternoon, 
Ronnie Thompson (AL) was leading and 
set a new national record. It didn’t stand 
long because he was chased by Brad 
Bane (NY). Eventually, the record was 
upped by roughly 10 minutes. Brad was 
on top in the end with a score of 2222 
seconds—a huge number. (That’s a lot of 
two-minute fl ights!) 

Further accolades waited. Dan Berry 
(AR) got busy in the rise-off-water 
(ROW) pond, broke the A Gas ROW 
record and won with 573 seconds. He 
was very proud of himself. Hank Sperzel 
(NE) ran away with One Design Combo 
with 946 seconds, almost 600 seconds 
ahead of second place.

The FAI events began in earnest. 
Steve Spence (TX) won F1A with 1653 
seconds, approximately 30 seconds ahead 
of Andy Barron (CT). Bob Sifl eet (PA) 
took F1H, more than 1 minute ahead of 
Lee Hines (CA). 

F1Q drew the largest fi eld, and Bob 
Gewain (CA) topped 13 fl iers to win with 
1260 seconds. The performance level of 
the modern F1Q is just amazing. Vertical 
climbs followed by angelic glides, and 
it’s really something to watch.  

The Jetex event drew its usual group 
of devotees. Amid much smoke, many 
sparks, and more than a little swearing, 
Chris Matsuno (MO) edged Bill Schlarb 
(IN) for the win.

Wednesday promises a lot of 
excitement, and Don DeLoach will be 
the NatsNews reporter for today and 
tomorrow. We’ll split the duties on 
Friday. Winds are thought to be out 
of the east and not much windier than 
yesterday. We shall see. 

The Flying Aces events will 
start today, so expect a lot of good 
photography. The largest fi eld of the 
week will probably be today’s Catapult 
Glider. Today’s Wakefi eld and F1J 
offer a lot of good visual and drama 
in the fl yoffs. I’m looking forward to 
E-36, which promises a huge fi eld and 
exhilarating performance aplenty. Have 
fun, y’all! 

—David Mills

Bud Romak (CA) starting the day’s work in Mulvihill, was good for second.
Graham Webster (SC) with 
his brand-new E-36 model.

Free Flight



The beginning of a busy day in Gas Power.Dick Covalt (IN) talks up the fi ner points in Gas Power.

Ronnie Thompson (AL) assembles his big gas 
model, making a list and checking it twice.

A smiling Jim Bocckinfuso (VA) and his CD Classic Gas model. 
A retired NYC policeman, you don’t want the frown.

Jack Murphy (UT), an early promoter of electric 
Nostalgia Power with his 1/2A E-Nos Top Banana. Gerald Brown (TX) readying his fl eet of big gas models.
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The CD Classic winners. The national record 
was dead meat from noon on.The B Gas winners. They had a big time.

Robert Marier (GA) set a national record 
and gets the win in Senior Mulvihill.

A gaggle of Wakefi elds (F1B). The category 
provides such elegant models. Jerry Murphy (CO) with his new 

1/2A E-Nos Fubar X.

Ed Sneed (OH) waits for lift, successfully. He won the event.

Gentleman Jim O’Reilly (KS) retrieves 
his Old-Time Rubber Cabin aircraft. 

Dohrman Crawford (GA) cuts loose with his Jabberwock.
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Flame on! The Jetex winners.

The merry winners in Mulvihill had a big day.
The One-Design Combo winners, cool, 

calm, and awards collected.

The Nostalgia 1/2A Payload winners.
This is a select event, likewise the fl iers.

The Old-Time Rubber Cabin winners, 
doing it the old-fashioned way.

Two of our ROW Gas winners.

The Old-Time Catapult Glider winners appear 
oddly pensive.

The winners in B NosGas are a hard-working group. 

Hailey Mattson 
(OH), the National 
Junior Mulvihill 
winner, with an 
admirer.
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