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Light ground fog was clearing as 
competitors arrived on-site for 
the fi nal day of Unlimited class 

Soaring. A condensed pilots’ meeting 
was held and the fi rst group of pilots 
headed to the winch line shortly before 9 
a.m. The weather was perfect and would 
remain so for the entire day, with only 
brief periods of breezy conditions. 

Overnight leader Blayne Chastain was 
holding a slim 1-point lead over Peter 
Goldsmith as they entered the seventh 
round, and it looked like day two would 
be a shootout between them for the top 

spot. Blayne fl ew fi rst and got the full 
time then stuck the nose of his 4-meter 
Xplorer into the paint for a 93 landing. 
Peter also got his time and a great landing 
of 85, but slipped eight points to now be 
nine off the lead. With fi ve rounds to fl y 
there was plenty of opportunity for either 
pilot to forge ahead, or one of the other 
contenders to make a charge.

Unfortunately, the escalating drama 
was defl ated when Blayne’s Xplorer 
suffered a battery disconnection during 
launch in round 8, giving him a zero 
score and taking him out of contention. 

Arthur Markiewicz and Neil Huffman 
were poised to make a run, but as each 
round was fl own, Peter continued posting 
solid fl ights and high landing scores to 
put the result beyond doubt. 

Fortunately, Blayne’s model was 
undamaged in its free-fl ight landing 
and he fl ew out the day to fi nish 25th.
Neil Huffman would fi nish second, 
with Arthur Markiewicz, Jim Monaco 
and Mike Lachowski rounding out the 
top fi ve. Alex Trussell was the highest-
placing Senior pilot and fi nished 34th

overall.

Anker Berg Sonne 
adding ballast to his 

Supra between rounds.

A fl ight group heads to the winches.

An Aspire heading for the landing spot.
A fl eet of golf carts is used to retrieve the 
winch lines after each group launches.
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Unlimited class winner Peter Goldsmith.

A Maxa launching.

Rob Glover providing VIP retrieval service for an outlanding.

Scott Shaw fl ying with Don Cleveland doing timing duties.

Chris Lee assisting Tom Kallevang.
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Jerry Shape guiding his Aspire to the spot.

An Xplorer 4.0M makes a great landing.
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Today starts ALES (Altitude Limited Electric Soaring), one of 
the fastest-growing events in soaring. For the uninitiated, here is 
what it is all about.

The event is fl own with an electric-powered sailplane that has an 
electronic device that limits launch altitude to 200 meters with 30 
seconds or less of motor run. This is affectionately known as “a winch 
in the nose.” The fl ight task is a 10-minute maximum fl ight with a 
50-point maximum landing tape. 

The event is fl own man on man, with eight to 12 people in a fl ight 
group. Since altitude is limited, this puts the emphasis on the pilot’s 
soaring ability, as the planes are all starting at the same altitude. 

All types of planes are competitive in this event—from the foam 
Radian to the high-tech molded sailplanes. There are 49 pilots entered 
in this year’s two-day contest with David Beach as Contest Director 
on Site 4. The weather forecast calls for light winds with a chance of 
thunderstorms—typical Muncie summer weather. This year, the event is 
being used to complete task achievements under the LSF’s new Electric 
Soaring Accomplishments Program (ESAP). Happy Soaring!

—Ed and Kim Franz

Photos are by Jenni 
Orebaugh from the 
2013 Nats. Soaring



The F3J portion of the 2014 
Soaring Nats begins today. 
More than 20 pilots are 

registered to compete for thermals 
and lift over the International 
Aeromodeling Center. 

The weather for the next two days 
shows light winds and a chance of 
rain showers this afternoon and during 
most of Saturday. Let’s hope our pilots 
can stay dry long enough to make it 
through all their fl ight rounds.

Photos are by Jenni Orebaugh 
from the 2013 Nats.
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Adense fog draped the AMA site at daybreak Thursday, 
delaying the ethereal Dawn Unlimited event for about an 
hour. The fog dissipated around 7:30, the signal to wind 

was given, and competitors fi nally launched at 7:40. The drift was 
very light to the north-northeast at about 1-2 mph. 

Carrol Allen topped the fi eld of seven with an impressive 7:19. 
Bud Romak was second and Gerald Brown third, both at around 
6 minutes. Senior Robert Marier rounded out the top four with an 
excellent 5:47.

With that, the 8 a.m. starting horn sounded and fl iers got busy 
quickly, assembling models, processing, and putting up early 
maxes in the dense morning air. The weather was nearly ideal 
through midmorning, with mostly sunny skies, temperatures in the 
70s and winds of 1-3 mph. 

By 10:30 the breeze picked up to around 5 mph, and by noon 
it was a solid 5-10 with a few calmer patches. With a west wind, 
fl ights were stretching the boundaries of the fi eld to the east, 
barely staying out of crops at 2 minutes, and landing well into the 
crops at 3 minutes. For the longer-max events like Large Nostalgia 
Rubber, retrievals became an off-fi eld adventure into corn and 
bean fi elds.

Thursday’s thermals, like Wednesday’s, were again diffi cult to 
identify and even harder to ride to max fl ights, especially with the 
smaller models like Hand Launch Glider. As testament to this is 
that none of the 28 HLG fl iers maxed out! This hasn’t happened at 
the Nats in at least 20 years.

Speaking of HLG, it has always been one of the Nats’ most 
dramatic events, and this year was no exception. Mark Covington 
beat second-place fi nisher Dan Berry by a mere two seconds, in a 
tension-fi lled fi nal launch at about 4:15 p.m. Per his usual custom, 
Dan entered the launch pen late in the day, and quickly picked two 
great thermals for maxes and a third fl ight was 98. 

Mark patiently waited, analyzed the conditions, and came up 
with a plan. He needed 1:54 to win, and had one offi cial fl ight 
remaining with a less than an hour left in the contest. A thermal 

came through and he launched calmly, but then a stress-fi lled 
chase ensued. “I was very calm right through to the launch. But 
then, during ride under the model, as the seconds ticked off and 
the model eased in lower, my stress level was through the roof!” 

He needed 1:54 to win and got … 1:55! The winner of many 
big HLG events around the country, Mark’s 2014 Nats win in his 
signature event came on his fi fth Nats trip. 

The AMA Gas fl iers had an easier time of it Thursday, owing it 
to their higher climbs. Jack Marsh’s ubiquitous Maverick topped 
an uber-competitive fi eld in 1/2A Classic, scoring 659 seconds. 
In Junior 1/2A Classic, Zachary Seymour maxed out and easily 
topped the fi eld of three Juniors. Same went for Daniel Vucovich 
in Senior: a maxout was enough for his win.

Hall-of-famer Larry Davidson added another Nats win in 1/2A
Nostalgia Gas to his unbelievable resume. In addition to being 
one of the greatest Gas FFers of all time, Larry is one of the 
friendliest, most helpful guys you’ll ever meet on a FF fi eld.

John Snobrich needed a maxout and one 4-minute fl yoff fl ight 
to top Ed Hardin (second) and Joe Williams (third) in Large 
Nostalgia Rubber. These big, lumbering, tissue-covered models 
look great in the air.

The FAC crew enjoyed their second day of fl ying under the 
auspices of Mike Welshans and Pat Murray. Thanks guys for a 
well-run, low-key event.

Electric A featured early maxouts by half the fi eld of 15 fl iers, 
but the 5-second fl yoff motor runs weeded out most fl iers in short 
order. Only three fl iers made their fi rst fl yoff maxes, and only 
one (Dick Covalt) made it past their second fl yoff. Dick won by a 
comfortable margin using his blazing-fast Maverick.

F1G Coupe rounded out Thursday’s events. A typical Coupe 
only climbs to about 150 feet, which turned out to be high enough 
for only one fl ier to max out! Canadian Tony Mathews took top 
honors by a scant 1 second, over Carrol Allen. Typical of a good 
F1G contest, the top fi ve places were decided by only 20 seconds.

—Don DeLoach

Fliers in the E-36 Fun 
Fly-off walk out to 
the launch line early 
Thursday. Free Flight



Bud Romak’s huge Dawn 
Patrol Unlimited 

claws its way 
skyward.

Drake Hooke gets away fi rst in the E-36 Fun Fly-off.

David Mills and his PGI Coupe (F1G) 
that is right at the 70-gram minimum.

1/2A E-Nostalgia winners Jack Murphy (L, 
second place) and Jerry Murphy (fi rst).

A Gas winners.
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Young Hayden Ashworth fi nished second in 
A Electric, topping all but one adult fl ier. The 
design is a Maverick.

Dawn Unlimited winners.

Four fl iers, (L-R) Don DeLoach, Mark Covington, 
Jan Langelius, and Charlie Gagliano, fl ew DiscU.S. 
Kid HLGs at this Nats. The design was a recent 
NFFS model-of-the-year selection.

Grant Carson readies his 
Porterfi eld Collegiate for FAC 
Golden Age Scale.

Free Flight



The Harry A. Koch Co.
Insurance & Financial Consultants
Member of First Insurance Group, LLC

1101 McGalliard Rd, Muncie, IN 47303

Don’t Worry. We’ll Cook Tonight.

Great Italian,
 made
 Fresh 

and 
Affordable. 

The Nats is proudly sponsored by
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Jenni Orebaugh photo.


