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RC Aerobatics
My Better Half

Let me begin today’s NatsNews with an apology. If I didn’t interview
you I am very sorry. I tried to go between each site in
the morning and the afternoon looking for all the
“Better Halves” I could find. If I failed to find you
I apologize.

Now it’s your turn. Today you

will read several descriptions of

aerobatic pilots flying at the 2008

Nats as described by their better halves.

It is your challenge to figure out who

their better halves are. You’ll have to wait

until tomorrow to match each “Better

Half” with her pilot. There will be

a prize for the one who gets the

most correct answers. All

AMA staff and the “Better

Halves” themselves are

excluded from winning this

prize.
Read on to see if you

can win!

AC Glenn is sure to have
a great round with our
World Champion Quique
calling for him.

1. We drove 11 hours to get here. We’ve been flying at the Nats since this site opened and many years before that as well. My other half flies a

Beryll. He always seems to be building something. As a boy he watched his father saw some wood, so one day he sawed off one of the legs off

a chair. I tried to help him cut his own foam wings, but he was trying to figure out a way to do it by himself. I try to stay out of the workshop

except for the occasional visit and sometimes I’ll bring him a snack or a drink. I love him because he is so very loving himself and very, very

FAIR. “I look at ________ as my life partner. I get pleasure out of seeing him do things that make him happy and I know he feels the exact

same way about me.” Who is my other half?

I’m Sue,  # 1 on the list. Can you guess
who my other half is?

I’m Jenny,  # 2 on the list. Can
you guess who my other half is?

I’m Susan,  # 3 on the list. Can
you guess who my other half is?



I’m Deonna,  # 7 on the list.
Can you guess who I am
talking about?

I’m Cathy,  # 6. Can you guess
who my other half is?

I’m Monique, # 4. Can you guess
who my other half is?

I’m Liz,  # 11 on the list. Can you
guess who my other half is?

I’m Sandra,  # 8 on the list. Can
you guess who my other half is?
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2. I met my other half right here at the Nats. He flies a

Euphoria. After the 1999 Nats we would talk on the phone and

do countless emails. We lived so very far apart. I went to the

1999 TOC so I could spend some more time with him. After the

2000 Nats I moved west to be closer to him. We were married

after a contest in Vegas in 2002. I was a traveling nurse all

around the country, but we’ve finally settled down in Arizona.

He is so very smart and knows something about so many

topics. “He is a super nice guy and will help anyone with

anything.” Who is my other half?

3. I’ve known my other half since childhood. He flies a Leviosa. It

is electric powered. Our first date was on the 4th of July, but we

weren’t married for another eight years. His workshop is all over,

the back of the garage, part of a downstairs room, almost

anywhere. He leaves his car parked outside to have more room in

the garage. He flies aerobatic airplanes exclusively. He can really

stick to a task very well and he is very level headed. “_______is a

quiet, loving, strong person who puts up with a lot.” Who is my

other half?

4. My other half started flying in 1977. He loves to build and

builds a lot, I mean a lot. We were living in Rhode Island and flew

at a Naval Base there with people like Dave Guerin. Since we live

in a colder climate we have a lot of pilots stopping by on

Saturdays when we can’t fly. We have half of the garage workshop

covered with pictures of his flying friends. I admire him so much

for how special his friendships are to him. “________ is a great

friend to all.” Who is my other half?

5. My other half flies a Pinnacle. I really like how wonderful he is

with his two daughters. I most like him for his smile and how very

honest he is. “He is very creative, and very particular, believe me I

know. It just has to be right.” Who is my other half?

6. My other half flies a Pinnacle. It was one of a matched set

before the midair. His workshop is 1,000 square feet and really

tricked out. It is a professional workshop and it even has a glass

display case showing many of his models from his youth. He likes

to fly helicopters, foamies, Scale, and IMAC when he is not flying

Aerobatics. He makes me laugh. “He is a perfectionist.” Who is

my other half?

7. I really like this guy because he has a passion for flying, even

when he was little. He is a great support for NSRCA D-6. Right

now he is flying a PassPort. “It is expensive, but I have to give

him all my support because I love him.” He wants to get a pilot’s

license. Who is my other half?

8. My other half flies a Euphoria. He traveled to Chili for some

business with my uncle Adolfo. While he was there for the month

we became friends. He came back to Chili to practice for the 1999

TOC. (Ed Note: There were no practice sites in all of Argentina?)

He is a wonderful father to our two children. He is very present to

them always playing with them. He is very honest. “It is very

special to find your soul mate who was living in Argentina while I

was living in Chili.” Who is my other half?

9. My other half can really stick to a project. His Black Magic was

built as a labor of love. He loves this airplane and he loves to fly.

His workshop is dedicated to airplanes only, especially aerobatic

airplanes, but there are also foamies and a few Warbirds. “He is a

person who is very serious, but who is also so very gentle.” Who

is my other half?

I’m Barbara,  # 9 on the list. Can
you guess who my other half is?

I’m Bonnie  # 5 on the list.
Can you guess who my other
half is?

I’m Sharon  # 10 on the list. Can
you guess who my other half is?



10. My other half flies an

Aggressor. We met on kind of a

blind date. He came to watch my

son, Caleb, play in a baseball

game. His workshop is full of tools

and numerous airplanes. He is very

kind to everyone. “He is a rare

find.” Who is my other half?

11. About an hour from home our

air conditioning went out in the

car. We continued on to a

weekend contest and then here to

the Nats, however. I know how

much my other half loves flying

and aerobatics. It was 97 degrees

in Hayes, Kansas, but the people

were really nice. Even without the

air conditioning this is so much fun we never thought to turn back. We

are still unpacking from our move to Colorado. He is working on a

second E-Focus. He loves the one he is currently flying. He has a

superior intellect. “He is always questioning, analyzing, and

experimenting. He is a problem solver. We compliment each other

nearly perfectly.” Who is my other half?

12. My other half flies a beautiful

Black Magic. I knew him when he

was flying a Kaos. We’ve known

each other since we were kids. He

had a crush on my older sister,

Dawn, in the first grade. Back then

I was the “little sister.” We were

already out of school when I called

him up one day and he invited me

over. The rest is history, as they

say. We were married in 1994. I

love to help him with his hobby

so I fabricate all his composite

parts. He is very kind, generous,

giving, and caring. He is an all around good guy. “He is the love of my

life.” What is my other half?

13. This is our second year in competition at the

Nats. We drove in from Oklahoma. My other

half flies my Astral more than his

Pinnacle. He is also interested in SPA

and has a Tiger Panzer on the

workbench. The workshop is the

garage, the kitchen and … he likes to

laugh. “He is the love of my life.”

Who is my other half?

14. We came all the way from

California with a fifth wheel carrying

airplanes for seven of our friends. He is

currently flying an electric Abbra. I fly

Sportsman myself. Since the kids are grown

and gone we use one of the rooms as our hobby

room. We love to fly our Flutter-By airplanes after

dark. You can see us doing it on Site 4. He is very

level headed and mellow. “When he is on his game he

is very competitive.” Who is my other half?

—Jim Quinn

Check out this sun
shield Margo made for her
dad Ray Morton to keep
the sun out of his eyes
while he is flying. 

Nedim Beck and his
Twister. In 1985 he
was flying at the
World Championships
in Holland for his
home country of
Turkey with a Joker.

Some of our Canadian friends from the left: Dezso Vaghy,
Harry Ells, and Nedim Beck.
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I’m Ronda,  # 13 on the list.
Can you guess who my
other half is?

I’m Jean  # 14. Can you guess
who my other half is?

I’m Melissa, # 12 on the list.
Can you guess who my other
half is?



 
Mon.-Thurs.
Friday 
Saturday
Sunday

9 a.m. - 7 p.m.
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Surface Condition Weather Forecasting for Air Sports Aviators - general
Muncie area - from www.usairnet.com. 

Break something? Fix it fast. Visit Peak Electronics, Inc.
located at Site 3. Supporting your needs during the Nats.

• Sirius Chargers and accessories  • Custom Electronics
Accessories  • Xtreme Link 2.4 GHz  • Castle Creations
speed controls  • Velcro  • Hobby Lobby FlyCamOne 2
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Advanced

Intermediate Our World

Champion, Quique,

getting ready for his

first flight at the

Nats 2008.

Anneke saw

this shirt online

and gave it to her

dad, Gerald Price,

for Father’s

Day.



Can you identify this Site Director who recently
appeared on the cover of the K-Factor?
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Masters

More of our Canadian Friends from the left: Mark
Byrne, Chad Northeast, and Dave Reaville.

Like some of the pro football players who sit on
their helmets waiting to get into the game, Danny
Landis is sitting on his transmitter case waiting
to be put on the clock for his first FAI flight of
the 2008 Nats.
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Kokomo, Indiana, Cross Roads Day Care visiting our Nats.

Some of the flightline on Site 1 for the first round of FAI.


